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Star Wars The Old Republic Darth Bane
star wars the old republic darth bane is a compelling intersection of two iconic elements within the expansive Star Wars
universe: the legendary Sith Lord Darth Bane and the popular MMORPG, Star Wars: The Old Republic (SWTOR). Darth Bane’s
story is pivotal in shaping the Sith Order’s philosophies and practices, while SWTOR offers players an immersive experience
set in the era following the Sith Empire’s resurgence. Exploring Darth Bane’s lore, his influence on Sith ideology, and how
SWTOR incorporates and reflects his legacy provides a rich understanding of his enduring importance in Star Wars
mythology.

Understanding Darth Bane: The Architect of the Sith’s New
Order

Origins and Background
Darth Bane first appears in the Star Wars expanded universe, notably in the novel "Darth Bane" by Drew Karpyshyn, which is
considered essential reading for fans seeking depth into his character. Originally a miner on the planet Apatros, Bane's early
life was marked by hardship and survival. His disillusionment with the Sith’s internal conflicts and corruption drove him to
seek a new path—one that would restore the Sith’s strength and purpose.

The Sith Brotherhood and the Sith Crisis
Before Bane’s influence, the Sith Order was plagued by infighting, weak leadership, and a decline in power. The Sith had
become fragmented, often fighting among themselves and losing ground to the Jedi. Bane emerged during this tumultuous
period, recognizing that the Sith’s downfall stemmed from their lack of discipline and understanding of the Sith philosophy.

The Sith Philosophy and the Rule of Two
One of Darth Bane’s most enduring legacies is the establishment of the Rule of Two: - Only Two Sith exist at any given time:
a master and an apprentice. - The master seeks to pass on their knowledge to the apprentice, who will eventually challenge
and overthrow them. - This ensures the Sith’s survival and growth, preventing internal conflict and dilution of power. Bane
believed that the Sith’s strength lay in secrecy and cunning, rather than brute force and chaos. He discarded the numerous
Sith factions, consolidating power into a single lineage designed to produce a Sith Lord capable of defeating the Jedi and
restoring Sith dominance.

Darth Bane’s Legacy and Impact
Bane's reforms fundamentally changed the Sith Order. His teachings: - Emphasized the importance of the Dark Side of the
Force. - Advocated for strategic thinking and manipulation. - Laid the groundwork for Sith Lords like Darth Sidious and Darth
Vader. His influence persisted through centuries, shaping Sith tactics and philosophy well into the era of the Galactic
Republic and Empire. In the broader Star Wars canon, Darth Bane remains a symbol of cunning and strategic mastery.

Darth Bane in Star Wars: The Old Republic

Representation and Lore in SWTOR
Star Wars: The Old Republic, set in the era roughly 300 years after Darth Bane’s time, features numerous references and
lore elements connected to him. While the game itself does not have a direct playable storyline centered solely on Darth



Bane, his influence is woven into the backdrop of Sith history and philosophy. Key points include: - The Sith Empire’s
continued adherence to some of Bane’s principles, especially the Rule of Two. - The presence of Sith artifacts and holocrons
referencing Bane’s teachings. - The depiction of Sith rivalry and schemes reminiscent of Bane’s strategic mindset.

In-Game Lore and Sith Philosophy
Players exploring Sith lore within SWTOR encounter: - The Sith Empire’s emphasis on secrecy and cunning, echoing Bane’s
ideals. - The Hierarchy of Sith Lords, often engaging in political machinations similar to Bane’s teachings. - The Sith doctrines
and holocrons that detail Bane’s philosophy, accessible through various in-game locations and lore entries. While Darth Bane
himself does not appear as a character in SWTOR, his philosophical influence is palpable, shaping the behavior and
worldview of many Sith characters and factions.

Key Elements of Darth Bane’s Philosophy Reflected in SWTOR

The Rule of Two and Its Significance
In SWTOR, the Sith often operate under the principles established by Bane: - The importance of secrecy and consolidation of
power. - The ongoing rivalry between Sith Lords, mirroring the master-apprentice dynamic. - The idea that true strength
comes from strategic planning rather than brute force. This philosophy influences the gameplay and narrative arcs involving
Sith characters, emphasizing manipulation, political intrigue, and mastery of the Dark Side.

The Dark Side and Sith Training
SWTOR portrays Sith training as intense and rooted in the Dark Side, echoing Bane’s teachings: - The importance of
embracing the Dark Side’s power. - The pursuit of ultimate personal power. - The use of fear, anger, and hatred as tools for
strength. Players who choose Sith paths often encounter lessons and holocrons that reinforce these principles, aligning with
Bane’s emphasis on discipline and mastery over the Dark Side.

Legacy and Influence on Sith Society
In the game’s universe, Sith society is hierarchical and treacherous, aligning with Bane’s vision: - Sith Lords vie for
dominance, often engaging in political intrigue and power struggles. - The sacred texts and holocrons highlight the
importance of cunning and strategic thinking. - The Sith’s secretive nature and conspiratorial tactics are reflective of Bane’s
teachings. This environment provides players with a universe that embodies the core principles Bane championed, making
his legacy a foundational element of Sith culture.

Impact of Darth Bane on Star Wars Lore and Popular Culture

Expanded Universe and Canon
Darth Bane’s story, once part of the expanded universe (now called Legends), has been integrated into official canon
through various media: - The novel "Darth Bane" and its sequels. - The animated series "Star Wars: The Clone Wars"
features references to Sith philosophies. - The "Darth Bane" novel trilogy is considered essential in understanding Sith
evolution. In 2012, Disney redefined Star Wars canon, but Bane’s influence remains significant, especially in Sith-related
media and lore.

Influence on Sith Characters and Storylines
Many Sith Lords, including Darth Sidious and Darth Vader, draw inspiration from Bane’s teachings: - The emphasis on
secrecy and manipulation. - The pursuit of ultimate power at any cost. - The strategic use of the Dark Side to achieve long-
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term goals. Bane’s philosophy underscores many of the Sith’s actions and motivations depicted across Star Wars media.

Legacy in Fan Culture
Darth Bane’s character has become a symbol of: - Cunning and strategic mastery. - The importance of discipline and
perseverance. - The enduring appeal of the Sith as complex, nuanced villains. Fans often cite Bane as one of the most
compelling Sith Lords, inspiring various adaptations, fan fiction, and role-playing scenarios.

Conclusion: Darth Bane’s Enduring Significance in Star Wars
Darth Bane’s influence on the Sith Order and the broader Star Wars universe is profound and enduring. His establishment of
the Rule of Two and his strategic philosophy transformed the Sith from chaotic warlocks into a disciplined, secretive order
focused on long-term dominance. In Star Wars: The Old Republic, his legacy informs the behavior, lore, and culture of the
Sith, even if he does not appear directly in the game. His story exemplifies themes of resilience, cunning, and the pursuit of
power—elements that continue to resonate within the Star Wars franchise and its dedicated fanbase. As the galaxy far, far
away evolves, Darth Bane remains a symbol of the Sith’s true nature: a relentless quest for power through discipline,
strategy, and the dark side of the Force.

Star Wars: The Old Republic Darth Bane stands as one of the most compelling and influential figures in the expansive lore of
the Star Wars universe. As the Sith Lord who reshaped Sith philosophy and laid the groundwork for the Sith Order we
recognize today, Darth Bane's story is a fascinating blend of tragedy, cunning, and ideological revolution. In this
comprehensive guide, we’ll explore his origins, philosophy, key events, and lasting legacy within the Star Wars universe,
particularly through the lens of Star Wars: The Old Republic (SWTOR) and broader Legends/Canon material.

Introduction: Who Is Darth Bane?

Darth Bane is a central figure in Sith history, revered for establishing the “Rule of Two,” a doctrine that dictates there can
only be two Sith at any given time—a master and an apprentice. This principle was intended to prevent infighting and ensure
the Sith's survival across millennia, contrasting sharply with their earlier tumultuous history.

In SWTOR, Darth Bane’s influence echoes throughout the timeline, shaping the Sith’s dark practices and philosophies. His
story spans centuries, from his humble beginnings as a miner to becoming a Sith Lord who fundamentally altered the Sith
Order.

Origins and Early Life

The Beginning of Darth Bane

Birth Name: Dessel1.
Origin: Ruusan, a desert planet in the Mid Rim2.
Background: Orphaned at a young age, Dessel grew up in poverty, often bullied and seeking strength and purpose.3.

The Path to the Dark Side

Dessel’s early life was marked by hardship, which fostered a fierce determination to survive and become powerful.1.
He eventually discovered the Sith and was drawn to their promise of power and revenge against the Jedi and Galactic2.
Republic.
His raw talent and relentless drive caught the attention of Sith instructors, leading him to embrace Sith teachings.3.

Key Events in Darth Bane's Life

The Sith Wars and the Fall of the Brotherhood

During the centuries preceding Bane’s rise, the Sith were embroiled in internecine wars, often fighting among1.
themselves.
This chaos led to the near-extermination of the Sith Order, with only a few surviving factions.2.



Bane’s Rise to Power

Darth Bane emerged as a cunning and ruthless leader who recognized the flaws in the Sith’s approach—particularly their1.
obsession with power for its own sake, which often led to internal conflict.
He believed the Sith's downfall stemmed from their fragmentation and lack of a unifying doctrine.2.

The Establishment of the Rule of Two

Core Philosophy: The Sith should be limited to two—an apprentice and a master—to ensure secrecy, stability, and the1.
survival of Sith knowledge.
Implementation: Bane eliminated competing Sith factions and took on an apprentice, Darth Zannah, to carry forward his2.
teachings.
Impact: This doctrine prevented infighting, allowing for a more focused and potent Sith tradition.3.

Darth Bane’s Philosophy and Teachings

The Rule of Two

Essence: “There are always two, a master and an apprentice.”1.
Purpose: To keep the Sith hidden from the Jedi and the galaxy, and to ensure their survival across generations.2.
Implication: The apprentice must always seek to surpass the master, while the master must foster this ambition.3.

The Sith Code and Bane’s View

Darth Bane’s interpretation of the Sith Code emphasized strength, passion, and the pursuit of power:

“Peace is a lie, there is only passion.”1.
“Through passion, I gain strength.”2.
“Through strength, I gain power.”3.
“Through power, I gain victory.”4.
“Through victory, my chains are broken.”5.

Bane’s Beliefs

The importance of cunning over brute force.1.
The necessity of secrecy and strategic planning.2.
The value of history and knowledge as sources of power.3.

Darth Bane’s Legacy

The Long-Term Impact of the Rule of Two

The Sith’s survival through millennia, including the rise of Darth Sidious and Darth Vader.1.
The preservation of Sith knowledge and dark side techniques, which might have been lost in earlier, chaotic eras.2.

Influence on Sith Philosophy

The focus on mastery and cunning over sheer numbers.1.
The emphasis on a continuous chain of apprentices, each surpassing their master.2.

Bane in Star Wars: The Old Republic

While Darth Bane's direct appearances in SWTOR are limited, his influence permeates the game’s lore:

Legacy Quests: Sith characters often reference his teachings or seek to emulate his cunning.1.
Sith Philosophy: Bane’s doctrines underpin many Sith traditions and rivalries portrayed in the game.2.
Historical Lore: The game includes holocrons and lore objects referencing Bane’s life and philosophies.3.

Key Characters Associated with Darth Bane

Darth Zannah
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Bane’s apprentice who continued his legacy.1.
Known for her mastery of Sith sorcery and cunning.2.
Became a powerful Sith Lord in her own right.3.

Darth Cognus

A later Sith Lord who revered Bane’s teachings.1.
Known for her role in the Sith Order's continuity.2.

Other Notable Figures

Naga Sadow, Marka Ragnos, and other Sith Lords: Their histories often intersect with Bane’s legacy, either as1.
predecessors or successors.

Darth Bane in Popular Culture and Extended Lore

Canon vs. Legends

Darth Bane originated in the Star Wars Legends (formerly Expanded Universe) but has been integrated into canon lore1.
through various media.
The 2007 novel Star Wars: Darth Bane by Drew Karpyshyn is the primary source, portraying his rise and the2.
establishment of the Rule of Two.
Recently, Bane has appeared in canon materials, including Star Wars: The Clone Wars and Darth Bane comics.3.

Video Games and Media

Star Wars: The Old Republic: His philosophies influence Sith faction stories.1.
Star Wars: Darth Bane Trilogy: The definitive series exploring his life and impact.2.

Analyzing Darth Bane’s Impact on the Sith and the Galaxy

The Rebirth of the Sith

Bane’s establishment of the Rule of Two allowed the Sith to operate in secrecy and ultimately rise to power, culminating1.
in the Galactic Empire’s dominance.
His teachings serve as a blueprint for Sith strategy and survival.2.

Philosophical Significance

Bane’s focus on cunning, patience, and knowledge reflects a shift from brute-force Sith to a more disciplined, strategic1.
approach.
This philosophy influences Sith Lords like Sidious and Vader, who exemplify mastery and deception.2.

Lessons from Darth Bane

The importance of adaptability and strategic thinking.1.
The dangers of internal conflict and fragmentation.2.
The enduring power of knowledge and tradition.3.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Darth Bane

Darth Bane’s story is a testament to the transformative power of vision and ruthlessness. His establishment of the Rule of
Two set the stage for the Sith’s resurgence, ultimately leading to the rise of Darth Sidious and the Galactic Empire. Whether
through his writings, philosophies, or the legend surrounding his life, Darth Bane remains a pivotal figure in Star Wars lore.

For fans of Star Wars: The Old Republic, understanding Darth Bane enriches the experience of the Sith’s complex history,
providing insight into their motivations and strategies. As the galaxy continues to evolve, Darth Bane’s teachings serve as a
reminder of the delicate balance between power, secrecy, and survival—a legacy that endures in every Sith Lord who seeks
ultimate dominance.

Note: To delve deeper into Darth Bane’s story, consider exploring the Star Wars: Darth Bane Trilogy by Drew Karpyshyn, the



Star Wars: The Old Republic lore, and related comics and animated series which expand on his philosophies and influence.

Questions & Answers About star wars the old republic darth
bane

No Question Answer

1 Who was Darth Bane in Star Wars: The
Old Republic?

Darth Bane was a legendary Sith Lord who established the Rule of Two,
ensuring only two Sith at a time to prevent infighting and ultimately
strengthen the Sith Order.

2 Will Darth Bane appear in Star Wars: The
Old Republic gameplay or story content?

While Darth Bane is a significant figure in Star Wars lore, he has not yet
appeared directly in SWTOR gameplay or story content. His legacy
influences many Sith characters and storylines within the game.

3 What is the significance of Darth Bane's
Rule of Two in SWTOR lore?

The Rule of Two, established by Darth Bane, dictates that there should
only be two Sith at a time—a master and an apprentice—to maintain
power and avoid internal conflict. This rule shapes Sith politics and
power struggles in SWTOR lore.

4 Are there any in-game references or
items related to Darth Bane in Star Wars:
The Old Republic?

Yes, SWTOR features various references to Darth Bane, including Sith-
themed gear, titles, and lore items that honor his legacy and influence
within the Sith Empire.

5 How does Darth Bane's philosophy
influence Sith players in SWTOR?

Darth Bane's philosophy emphasizes power, cunning, and the
importance of mastering the dark side, inspiring Sith players to adopt
ruthless tactics and strategic thinking in their gameplay.

6 Is Darth Bane considered canon or
Legends in the Star Wars universe, and
how does that affect SWTOR?

Darth Bane is part of the Legends universe, which is considered non-
canon after Disney's acquisition. However, his influence persists in
SWTOR lore and the broader Star Wars universe as a foundational Sith
figure.

7 Will there be future content in SWTOR
that explores Darth Bane's story?

As of now, there are no official announcements about new content
specifically focusing on Darth Bane, but his legacy remains a rich source
for potential future stories and expansions.

8 How does Darth Bane's legacy impact
the Sith Empire's politics in Star Wars:
The Old Republic?

Darth Bane's legacy, especially the Rule of Two, influences Sith politics
by promoting secrecy, cunning, and a focus on individual power,
shaping the Sith Empire's internal power struggles and hierarchy.

Star Wars The Old Republic, Darth Bane, Sith Lord, Darth Bane Trilogy, Sith Philosophy, Bane's Rule of Two, Sith Empire,
Dark Side, Sith Holocron, Sith Legends
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