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First 50 Rock Songs You Should Play On Electric
Guitar

First 50 Rock Songs You Should Play on Electric Guitar Embarking on your electric guitar journey can be both exciting and
overwhelming. One of the best ways to develop your skills, build your repertoire, and understand the roots of rock music is by learning iconic
songs that have shaped the genre. Whether you're a beginner or an intermediate guitarist looking to expand your playing, mastering these
first 50 rock songs on electric guitar will set a solid foundation for your musical growth. This list includes classics that showcase essential
techniques, riffs, and solos, making them perfect starting points for any aspiring rock guitarist.

Why Learning These Songs Matters

Playing well-known rock songs not only boosts your confidence but also helps you understand song structure, timing, and technique. These
tracks are often characterized by memorable riffs, straightforward chord progressions, and iconic solos—elements that are vital for any
guitarist’s development. Additionally, learning songs that have stood the test of time connects you to the history and evolution of rock music.

Top 50 Rock Songs to Play on Electric Guitar

Below, you'll find a curated list of the first 50 rock songs you should learn on electric guitar. The list is organized from beginner-friendly to
more advanced pieces, providing a gradual learning curve.

1-10: Classic Rock Riffs for Beginners

1. "Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.
2. "Iron Man" – Black Sabbath2.



3. "Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream3.
4. "Sweet Child O' Mine" – Guns N' Roses4.
5. "Back in Black" – AC/DC5.
6. "Smoke Gets in Your Eyes" – The Platters (for bluesy intro)6.
7. "Twist and Shout" – The Beatles7.
8. "Purple Haze" – Jimi Hendrix8.
9. "Day Tripper" – The Beatles9.
10. "Breaking the Law" – Judas Priest10.

11-20: Building Technique and Power

11. "Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.
12. "Satisfaction" – The Rolling Stones2.
13. "You Really Got Me" – The Kinks3.
14. "Enter Sandman" – Metallica4.
15. "Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream5.
16. "Whole Lotta Love" – Led Zeppelin6.
17. "My Guitar Gently Weeps" – The Beatles7.
18. "Sweet Home Alabama" – Lynyrd Skynyrd8.
19. "Under the Bridge" – Red Hot Chili Peppers9.
20. "Black Dog" – Led Zeppelin10.

21-30: Developing Soloing and Improvisation Skills

21. "Crossroads" – Cream1.
22. "Purple Haze" – Jimi Hendrix2.
23. "Sweet Child O' Mine" – Guns N' Roses3.
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24. "Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple4.
25. "Iron Man" – Black Sabbath5.
26. "Voodoo Child (Slight Return)" – Jimi Hendrix6.
27. "Comfortably Numb" – Pink Floyd7.
28. "Little Wing" – Jimi Hendrix8.
29. "Highway to Hell" – AC/DC9.
30. "Babe I'm Gonna Leave You" – Led Zeppelin10.

31-40: Advanced Techniques and Iconic Solos

31. "Stairway to Heaven" – Led Zeppelin1.
32. "Eruption" – Van Halen2.
33. "Sweet Child O' Mine" – Guns N' Roses (solo section)3.
34. "Little Wing" – Jimi Hendrix (solo)4.
35. "Free Bird" – Lynyrd Skynyrd5.
36. "November Rain" – Guns N' Roses6.
37. "Comfortably Numb" – Pink Floyd (solo)7.
38. "Black Magic Woman" – Santana8.
39. "Fade to Black" – Metallica9.
40. "The Trooper" – Iron Maiden10.

41-50: Masterpieces for the Experienced Player

41. "All Along the Watchtower" – Jimi Hendrix1.
42. "Purple Rain" – Prince2.
43. "Sultans of Swing" – Dire Straits3.
44. "Highway Star" – Deep Purple4.



45. "La Grange" – ZZ Top5.
46. "Runnin' with the Devil" – Van Halen6.
47. "The Wind Cries Mary" – Jimi Hendrix7.
48. "Sweet Child O' Mine" – Guns N' Roses (full song)8.
49. "Paranoid" – Black Sabbath9.
50. "Bohemian Rhapsody" – Queen (guitar parts)10.

Tips for Learning These Songs

Start Slow and Use Tabs

- Break down the song into sections and practice slowly. - Use guitar tabs or notation to follow along accurately.

Focus on Technique

- Pay attention to picking, finger positioning, and muting. - Practice scales and exercises to improve soloing.

Use Backing Tracks

- Play along with recordings or backing tracks to develop timing. - Helps simulate playing in a band setting.

Practice Regularly

- Short, consistent practice sessions are more effective than occasional long ones. - Focus on difficult sections until mastered.
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Learn the Songs The Right Way

- Avoid rushing through songs; aim for clarity and accuracy. - Record yourself to evaluate progress.

Conclusion

Learning the first 50 rock songs on electric guitar is a rewarding journey that will not only improve your technical skills but also deepen your
appreciation for rock music's rich history. From simple riffs like "Smoke on the Water" to complex solos like "Stairway to Heaven," these
songs encompass a wide range of techniques and styles. As you progress, you'll find yourself more confident and inspired to tackle even
more challenging pieces. Remember, the key to mastery is consistent practice, patience, and a passion for music. Start with these classics,
and you'll be well on your way to becoming a proficient rock guitarist. Ready to start? Grab your guitar, tune up, and dive into these
legendary tracks to ignite your rock guitar journey!

First 50 Rock Songs You Should Play on Electric Guitar: A Comprehensive Guide for Beginners and Enthusiasts

Embarking on your electric guitar journey can be both exhilarating and overwhelming. Whether you're a complete novice or someone looking
to expand your repertoire, knowing which first 50 rock songs you should play on electric guitar can serve as a solid foundation for your
musical development. These songs not only capture the essence of rock but also introduce you to essential techniques, riffs, and styles that
define the genre. In this guide, we'll explore these iconic tracks, break down their significance, and provide insights to help you master them
step by step.

Why Start with the Right Songs?

Choosing the right initial songs is crucial. They should be accessible yet inspiring, allowing you to develop your skills while feeling a sense of
accomplishment. The songs listed here strike that balance—they are recognizable, fun to play, and teach fundamental principles like power
chords, riffs, bends, and rhythm guitar.

The Significance of Classic Rock for Beginners



Playing classic rock songs is an excellent way to learn timing, phrasing, and basic guitar techniques. Many of these songs are built on simple
chord progressions or memorable riffs, making them perfect for beginners. Additionally, they offer a historical perspective on the evolution of
rock music, enriching your understanding of the genre.

The Top 50 Rock Songs to Play on Electric Guitar

Below is a curated list of 50 essential rock songs, arranged to gradually introduce you to different styles and techniques.

1-10: Iconic Riffs and Power Chords

These tracks are the gateway to rock guitar, emphasizing riffs and power chords that form the backbone of many songs.

"Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.

Why: Simple, memorable riff; perfect for beginners.1.
Technique: Power chords, palm muting.2.

"Iron Man" – Black Sabbath1.

Why: Heavy riffs that introduce palm muting and minor scale techniques.1.
Technique: Riffs based on the E minor pentatonic scale.2.

"Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream1.

Why: Classic riff utilizing the D blues scale.1.
Technique: Riff playing, slides.2.

"Back in Black" – AC/DC1.

Why: Straightforward power chords and a driving rhythm.1.
Technique: Power chords, palm muting.2.

"Purple Haze" – Jimi Hendrix1.
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Why: Incorporates simple pentatonic licks and string bending.1.
Technique: Bending, pentatonic scales.2.

"Day Tripper" – The Beatles1.

Why: Famous riff using open strings and fretted notes.1.
Technique: Riffs, muting.2.

"My Generation" – The Who1.

Why: Root note riffs with a raw energy.1.
Technique: Power chords, rhythmic attack.2.

"You Really Got Me" – The Kinks1.

Why: Early rock riff emphasizing distortion and rhythmic power.1.
Technique: Riffing, muting.2.

"Satisfaction" – The Rolling Stones1.

Why: Simplistic yet iconic riff.1.
Technique: Power chords, palm muting.2.

"Blitzkrieg Bop" – Ramones1.

Why: Easy punk riff; perfect for developing rhythm skills.1.
Technique: Power chords, downstrokes.2.

11-20: Developing Technique and Rhythm

These songs build on the basics, encouraging you to refine your timing, palm muting, and rhythmic precision.

"Sweet Child O’ Mine" – Guns N’ Roses1.



Why: Famous intro riff; introduces string skipping and pull-offs.1.
Technique: Bending, pull-offs, hammer-ons.2.

"Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.

Why: Repetition makes it great for practice.1.
Technique: Power chords, riff memorization.2.

"Breaking the Law" – Judas Priest1.

Why: Heavy, simple riff emphasizing chugging rhythm.1.
Technique: Power chords, palm muting.2.

"Iron Man" – Black Sabbath1.

Why: Riff mastery and use of minor scales.1.
Technique: Palm muting, riffing.2.

"Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream1.

Why: Blues-based riff with slides and bends.1.
Technique: Riffing, slide techniques.2.

"La Grange" – ZZ Top1.

Why: Boogie riff with open chords.1.
Technique: Chord switching, rhythm.2.

"Mississippi Queen" – Mountain1.

Why: Heavy riff with slide techniques.1.
Technique: Riffs, slides.2.
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"The House of the Rising Sun" – The Animals1.

Why: Arpeggio-based chord progression.1.
Technique: Arpeggios, fingerpicking.2.

"Sweet Home Alabama" – Lynyrd Skynyrd1.

Why: Open chords with slide techniques.1.
Technique: Chord transitions, slides.2.

"Voodoo Child (Slight Return)" – Jimi Hendrix1.

Why: Incorporates wah-wah effects, bends, and vibrato.1.
Technique: Bending, vibrato, wah effects.2.

21-30: Exploring Soloing and Lead Techniques

As you progress, incorporating simple solos and lead lines will expand your skills.

"Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.

Why: Repeating riff for practice.1.
Technique: Riffing.2.

"Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream1.

Why: Improves soloing over a riff.1.
Technique: Pentatonic scales.2.

"Sweet Child O’ Mine" – Guns N’ Roses1.

Why: Famous intro solo; introduces hammer-ons and pull-offs.1.
Technique: Legato, bending.2.



"Highway to Hell" – AC/DC1.

Why: Simple pentatonic licks.1.
Technique: Soloing, bending.2.

"Purple Haze" – Jimi Hendrix1.

Why: Uses the pentatonic scale with expressive bends.1.
Technique: Bending, vibrato.2.

"Born to Be Wild" – Steppenwolf1.

Why: Blues-based riff with a driving rhythm.1.
Technique: Riffing, improvisation.2.

"Sweet Home Alabama" – Lynyrd Skynyrd1.

Why: Slide guitar portions and blues scale.1.
Technique: Slides, bends.2.

"Eruption" – Van Halen (Intro)1.

Why: A bit advanced but iconic for tapping and fast licks.1.
Technique: Tapping, legato.2.

"Crossroads" – Cream1.

Why: Classic blues-rock solo.1.
Technique: Bending, vibrato.2.

"Hotel California" – Eagles1.
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Why: Intro arpeggios and melodic solo.1.
Technique: Arpeggios, sustain.2.

31-40: Power, Dynamics, and Expression

Here, focus on dynamics, tone control, and expressive techniques.

"Black Dog" – Led Zeppelin1.

Why: Percussive riffs with rhythmic accents.1.
Technique: Muting, rhythm.2.

"Jumpin’ Jack Flash" – The Rolling Stones1.

Why: Chugging rhythm with open chords.1.
Technique: Chord strumming.2.

"Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.

Why: Repetition for developing muscle memory.1.
Technique: Riffing.2.

"The Trooper" – Iron Maiden1.

Why: Introduces galloping rhythm and palm muting.1.
Technique: Alternate picking, muting.2.

"Sweet Child O’ Mine" – Guns N’ Roses1.

Why: Solo and riff mastery.1.
Technique: Lead techniques.2.

"Purple Haze" – Hendrix1.



Why: Expressive bends and vibrato.1.
Technique: Vibrato, bending.2.

"Money" – Pink Floyd1.

Why: Funky rhythm with chord stabs.1.
Technique: Chord muting, rhythm.2.

"Whole Lotta Love" – Led Zeppelin1.

Why: Riff with dynamics and slide effects.1.
Technique: Slides, riffs.2.

"Sweet Home Alabama" – Lynyrd Skynyrd1.

Why: Chord-based soloing.1.
Technique: Slides, vibrato.2.

"You Really Got Me" – The Kinks1.

Why: Early punk energy and riffing.1.
Technique: Muting, rhythm.2.

41-50: Mastering the Classics and Building Your Repertoire

The final set introduces more complex riffs, iconic solos, and styles that will round out your beginner mastery.

"Smoke on the Water" – Deep Purple1.

Why: Repetition reinforces learning.1.
Technique: Riffing.2.

"Sunshine of Your Love" – Cream1.
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Why: Blues-based riff with slides.1.
Technique: Slides, bends.2.

"Sweet Child O’ Mine" – Guns N’ Roses1.

Why: Soloing and phrasing.1.
Technique: Legato, bending2.

Questions & Answers About first 50 rock songs you should play on electric guitar

No Question Answer

1 What are some essential rock songs to learn
first on electric guitar?

Start with classics like 'Smoke on the Water' by Deep Purple, 'Sweet Child O'
Mine' by Guns N' Roses, 'Back in Black' by AC/DC, 'Iron Man' by Black Sabbath,
and 'Sunshine of Your Love' by Cream to build a solid foundation.

2 Which beginner-friendly rock songs should I
try on electric guitar?

Songs like 'Smoke on the Water,' 'Iron Man,' 'Wild Things' by The Troggs,
'Sunshine of Your Love,' and 'Paranoid' by Black Sabbath are great for beginners
due to their simple riffs.

3 Are there any 50 iconic rock songs that are
suitable for intermediate guitar players?

Yes, tracks like 'Sweet Child O' Mine,' 'Comfortably Numb' by Pink Floyd,
'Highway to Hell' by AC/DC, 'Voodoo Child' by Jimi Hendrix, and 'Purple Haze' are
perfect for intermediate players looking to expand their skills.

4 What are some famous riffs from the first 50
rock songs that every guitarist should learn?

Notable riffs include 'Smoke on the Water,' 'Sunshine of Your Love,' 'Iron Man,'
'Whole Lotta Love' by Led Zeppelin, and 'Sweet Child O' Mine' intro.

5 Which rock songs from the first 50 are best for
practicing bending and vibrato techniques?

Songs like 'Voodoo Child' by Jimi Hendrix, 'Purple Haze,' 'Comfortably Numb,'
and 'While My Guitar Gently Weeps' are excellent for practicing expressive
techniques.

6 Are there any legendary rock songs on the list
that feature iconic guitar solos?

Absolutely, songs like 'Sweet Child O' Mine,' 'Comfortably Numb,' 'Stairway to
Heaven,' and 'Free Bird' feature some of the most legendary guitar solos.



7 What are some easy yet classic rock songs to
add to my electric guitar playlist?

Easy classics include 'Smoke on the Water,' 'Wild Thing,' 'Sunshine of Your
Love,' 'Twist and Shout,' and 'Smells Like Teen Spirit' for grunge influence.

8 How can I use the first 50 rock songs to
improve my guitar playing skills?

By learning riffs, solos, and techniques from these songs, you can improve your
finger strength, bending accuracy, timing, and overall musicality.

9 Which of these songs are great for developing
improvisation skills on electric guitar?

'Voodoo Child,' 'Purple Haze,' 'Comfortably Numb,' and 'Whole Lotta Love' are
excellent choices for practicing improvisation over their iconic riffs and solos.

10 Are there any modern rock songs in the first 50
that are good for electric guitar beginners?

While most classics are from earlier decades, songs like 'Seven Nation Army' by
The White Stripes and 'Are You Gonna Go My Way' by Lenny Kravitz are
accessible for beginners and still iconic.

rock guitar, classic rock riffs, beginner guitar songs, iconic guitar solos, guitar tab, electric guitar techniques, legendary rock tracks, guitar
practice list, popular rock anthems, guitar lesson tips
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