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Moving Truck Sizes

Moving truck sizes are an essential consideration for anyone planning a move, whether
it’s a small apartment or a large family home. Choosing the right truck size can
significantly impact the efficiency, cost, and overall experience of your move. An
appropriately sized truck ensures you won’t have to make multiple trips, saving time and
money, while also avoiding the frustration of overstuffing a smaller vehicle or
underutilizing a larger one. Understanding the various truck sizes available, their
capacities, and the types of moves they are suited for can help you make an informed
decision that aligns with your specific needs.

Understanding the Basics of Moving Truck Sizes

What Are Moving Truck Sizes?

Moving truck sizes refer to the different dimensions and cargo capacities offered by moving
truck rental companies. These sizes are designed to accommodate various household sizes
and types of belongings. The size of a truck is usually specified in terms of cubic feet of
cargo space or the number of rooms it can typically hold.

Why Is Choosing the Right Size Important?

Selecting the wrong truck size can lead to several issues, including:

Multiple trips, increasing time and fuel costs1.
Difficulty fitting all items safely and securely2.
Increased risk of damage to belongings due to overcrowding3.
Additional rental costs if the truck is too small4.

Conversely, renting a truck that's too large may result in unnecessary expenses and
inefficient use of space.

Common Moving Truck Sizes and Their Capacities

Moving trucks are generally categorized into several standard sizes, each suited for
specific types of moves. Below is a detailed overview of these sizes, their typical capacities,
and the scenarios they are best suited for.



Small Moving Trucks

2-3 Cubic Feet (Cargo Van)

- Capacity: Fits 1-2 rooms of belongings, around 1 to 2 bedrooms - Ideal for: Studio
apartments, small one-bedroom units, or a few large items - Examples: Ford Transit,
Mercedes-Benz Metris

Features and Use Cases: This size is perfect for small moves or when only a few
large items need to be transported, such as furniture, appliances, or boxes. It’s
also useful for local moves within the same city or neighborhood.

Medium Moving Trucks

10-12 Cubic Feet (Small Box Truck)

- Capacity: Can handle approximately 1-2 bedrooms - Ideal for: Small to medium
apartments or a small house - Examples: Ford F-150 Box Truck, Ram ProMaster
City

15-20 Cubic Feet (Mid-Size Truck)

- Capacity: Suitable for 2-3 bedroom homes - Ideal for: Moving a small family or a
larger apartment - Features: Often used by moving companies for local or regional
moves

Features and Use Cases: This size balances capacity and maneuverability, making
it suitable for small to medium-sized households. It’s often rented for local moves
or short-distance relocations.

Large Moving Trucks

22-26 Cubic Feet (Full-Size Moving Truck)

- Capacity: Fits a 3-4 bedroom house - Ideal for: Moderate-sized families, larger
apartments, or small homes - Examples: U-Haul 26 ft truck, Penske 22 ft truck

Features and Use Cases: These trucks are the most common choice for residential
moves, providing ample space for furniture, boxes, appliances, and other
household items. They are designed for local and regional moves and often include
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features like multiple doors for easy loading and unloading.

26-26.5 Cubic Feet (Extra-Large Truck)

- Capacity: Suitable for larger homes, up to 4-5 bedrooms - Ideal for: Large
families or those with bulky furniture and numerous belongings - Features:
Typically used by professional moving companies or for long-distance moves

Specialized and Extra-Large Moving Trucks

Large Commercial Trucks (53 Feet)

- Capacity: Can hold an entire house’s contents, suitable for commercial or very
large residential moves - Ideal for: Moving large homes, office spaces, or multiple
families - Features: Usually operated by moving companies or freight carriers, not
available for rent to the general public

Features and Use Cases: These trucks are suited for extensive moves, often
requiring professional drivers and planning. They are used primarily for interstate
or long-distance moves involving large volumes of belongings.

Factors to Consider When Choosing the Right Truck Size

Household Size and Volume of Belongings

The primary determinant of truck size is the amount of furniture, boxes, and
appliances you need to move. For example: - Studio or 1-bedroom: Small trucks or
cargo vans may suffice - 2-3 bedrooms: Mid-size trucks are generally suitable - 4
or more bedrooms: Larger trucks or multiple trips may be necessary

Type of Items Being Moved

Bulky or fragile items, such as pianos, large sofas, or delicate artwork, may
require extra space or special handling, influencing your truck choice.

Distance of the Move

- Local moves: Smaller trucks may be more economical - Long-distance moves:
Larger trucks or multiple trips might be more efficient



Budget Constraints

Larger trucks tend to be more expensive to rent and operate. Balancing cost with
capacity is essential.

Accessibility and Maneuverability

Consider the size of roads, parking, and access points at your new and old homes.
Smaller trucks are easier to navigate in tight spaces.

Additional Considerations for Moving Truck Sizes

Loading and Unloading Features

Some trucks come with features like lift gates, multiple doors, or ramps, which can
influence your choice based on your physical capabilities and the nature of your
belongings.

Rental Company Policies and Availability

Not all sizes are available from every rental company, and availability may vary
based on location and time of year.

Insurance and Safety

Ensure that the chosen truck size aligns with safety standards and that you have
appropriate insurance coverage for your move.

Summary Table of Moving Truck Sizes

| Truck Size | Approximate Capacity | Suitable for | Typical Move Size | Notable
Features | |||||| | Cargo Van (2-3 cu ft) | 1-2 large items | Small apartments, studio |
1-2 rooms | Compact, easy to maneuver | | Small Box Truck (10-12 cu ft) | 1-2
bedrooms | Small apartments | 1-2 bedrooms | Easy loading, regional moves | |
Mid-Size Truck (15-20 cu ft) | 2-3 bedrooms | Small family homes | 2-3 bedrooms |
Versatile, popular for local moves | | Full-Size Truck (22-26 cu ft) | 3-4 bedrooms |
Larger homes | 3-4 bedrooms | Common for residential moves | | Extra-Large Truck
(26+ cu ft) | 4+ bedrooms | Large homes, multiple households | 4+ bedrooms | For
extensive moves or commercial use |



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com Moving Truck Sizes 5

Conclusion

Choosing the appropriate moving truck size is a critical step in planning a
successful relocation. Assess your household size, the volume of belongings, move
distance, and budget to determine the most suitable option. Remember, opting for
a truck that’s too small can complicate your move, while a truck that’s too large
may incur unnecessary costs. By understanding the various sizes and their
capacities, you can streamline your move, reduce stress, and ensure that your
belongings arrive safely and efficiently at your new home. Planning ahead and
selecting the right truck size tailored to your specific needs will make your moving
experience more manageable and less overwhelming.

Moving Truck Sizes: A Comprehensive Guide to Choosing the Right Vehicle for Your Move

When planning a move, one of the most critical decisions you'll face is selecting the
appropriate moving truck size. The size of the truck can significantly impact the efficiency,
cost, and ease of your move. Choosing a truck that's too small may require multiple trips or
lead to a cramped, stressful experience, while opting for a vehicle that's too large could
result in unnecessary expenses and difficulty maneuvering. This guide aims to demystify
the various moving truck sizes, helping you make an informed decision tailored to your
specific needs.

Understanding the Importance of Moving Truck Sizes

Before diving into specific sizes, it's essential to understand why selecting the right moving
truck size matters. The correct size ensures:

Efficiency: You can fit all your belongings in fewer trips, saving time and money.1.
Cost-effectiveness: Larger trucks often come with higher rental fees, so choosing the2.
right size prevents overspending.
Ease of driving: Smaller trucks are easier to maneuver, especially for less experienced3.
drivers.
Safety: Overloading or underestimating your needs can lead to safety hazards or damage4.
to your belongings.

Common Moving Truck Sizes and Their Capacities

Moving trucks come in various sizes, each suited for different types of moves. Here's a



detailed breakdown:

Small Moving Trucks (10-12 Feet)

Description:

Ideal for small moves, studio apartments, or just a few pieces of furniture.

Capacity:

Approximate cubic footage: 300-500 cubic feet1.
Estimated Load: Up to 1-2 rooms' worth of belongings2.
Maximum weight: 2,500-3,000 pounds3.

Suitable for:

Studio apartments1.
Dorm rooms2.
Small one-bedroom apartments3.
Small offices4.

Pros:

Easy to navigate and park1.
Lower rental costs2.
Good fuel efficiency3.

Cons:

Limited space; may require multiple trips for larger loads1.

Medium Moving Trucks (15-17 Feet)

Description:

A versatile size suitable for most one- to two-bedroom moves.

Capacity:

Approximate cubic footage: 700-900 cubic feet1.
Estimated Load: Up to 3-4 rooms of belongings2.
Maximum weight: 4,000-5,000 pounds3.

Suitable for:

One-bedroom apartments1.
Small houses (up to 1,000 sq ft)2.
Small office moves3.
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Pros:

Good balance of size and maneuverability1.
Suitable for most moves without multiple trips2.
Moderate rental cost3.

Cons:

Slightly larger vehicle, requiring more driving skill1.

Large Moving Trucks (20-26 Feet)

Description:

Best for larger homes or moves involving significant furniture and boxes.

Capacity:

Approximate cubic footage: 1,200-1,600+ cubic feet1.
Estimated Load: Up to 4-6 rooms or a 3-4 bedroom house2.
Maximum weight: 6,000-10,000 pounds3.

Suitable for:

3-4 bedroom houses1.
Large family homes2.
Apartments with extensive furniture3.

Pros:

Plenty of space for all belongings1.
Fewer trips needed2.
Suitable for big moves3.

Cons:

Larger size can make driving and parking challenging1.
Higher rental and fuel costs2.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Moving Truck Size

While the sizes above offer a general guideline, several specific factors influence the right
choice for your move:

Volume of Belongings1.

Take inventory of your furniture, appliances, boxes, and other items.1.
Use packing estimates (e.g., a box of books equals one cubic foot) to gauge total volume.2.



Number of Rooms1.

Typically, the number of rooms correlates with truck size:1.
1 room: 10-12 ft truck2.
1-2 rooms: 15-17 ft truck3.
3-4 rooms: 20-22 ft truck4.
4+ rooms: 24-26 ft truck5.

Type and Size of Furniture1.

Large items like pianos, oversized couches, or appliances require extra space.1.
Disassemble furniture when possible to maximize space.2.

Accessibility and Parking1.

Narrow streets, tight corners, or limited parking may restrict your truck options.1.
Consider the size of your driveway and parking space at both origin and destination.2.

Budget Constraints1.

Larger trucks cost more to rent and fuel.1.
Balance your needs with affordability.2.

Driving Experience1.

Larger trucks are more challenging to drive and park.1.
If unfamiliar with driving big vehicles, opt for a manageable size.2.

Visualizing the Capacity: How Much Fits in Each Truck Size

Understanding how much space you need is easier with real-world examples:

10-12 Ft Truck

Approximately:1.
1-bedroom apartment2.
Small studio3.
1-2 small pieces of furniture4.
Fits:5.
Bed frame, mattress6.
Small sofa7.
Kitchen appliances8.
About 10-15 boxes9.

15-17 Ft Truck
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Approximately:1.
1-2 bedroom apartment2.
Small house contents3.
Fits:4.
Multiple beds, sofas, dining tables5.
Larger appliances6.
A significant number of boxes and smaller furniture7.

20-26 Ft Truck

Approximately:1.
3-4 bedroom house2.
Fits:3.
Multiple couches4.
Dining room sets5.
Large appliances (washer, dryer)6.
Plenty of boxes and miscellaneous items7.

Additional Tips for Choosing the Right Moving Truck Size

Create a detailed inventory: Listing your belongings helps estimate space needs more1.
accurately.
Use online calculators: Many moving companies provide size estimation tools.2.
Consult with professionals: Moving companies or rental agents can advise based on your3.
inventory.
Plan for disassembly: Taking apart large furniture can save space.4.
Factor in future needs: If you're uncertain, choosing slightly larger than estimated can5.
prevent last-minute issues.

Conclusion

Selecting the right moving truck size is crucial for a smooth, cost-effective, and stress-free
move. By understanding the capacities and limitations of each size, assessing your
belongings, and considering logistical factors, you can make an informed choice that aligns
with your specific circumstances. Remember, it's better to have a little extra space than to
struggle with an undersized truck or pay for an oversized vehicle you don't need. Planning
ahead and consulting with professionals can make your move a seamless experience.

Happy moving!



Questions & Answers About moving truck sizes

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the most common
moving truck sizes available
for residential moves?

The most common moving truck sizes include 10-
foot, 15-foot, 17-foot, 20-foot, and 26-foot trucks,
each suitable for different household sizes and move
distances.

2 How do I determine the right
moving truck size for my
belongings?

To choose the right size, estimate your total cubic
footage by listing your furniture and boxes, then
consult a size chart or moving company's
recommendations to select a truck that comfortably
fits your items without excess space.

3 Are larger trucks more cost-
effective for small moves?

Not necessarily. Larger trucks may cost more
upfront but could be more efficient for big moves.
For small moves, a smaller truck often reduces rental
and fuel costs, making it more economical.

4 What factors should I
consider when choosing a
moving truck size?

Consider the volume and weight of your belongings,
the number of rooms, access to parking, and whether
you'll need to load in multiple trips. These factors
help determine the most appropriate truck size.

5 Can I rent a moving truck that
is too small for my move?

Yes, renting a truck that's too small can lead to
multiple trips, increased costs, and potential damage
to your belongings. It's best to accurately estimate
your needs and choose a truck size that
accommodates everything comfortably.

moving truck sizes, box truck dimensions, cargo van capacity, rental truck options, moving
truck measurements, truck size chart, commercial truck sizes, pickup truck capacity,
freight truck dimensions, moving van sizes
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