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Exegetical Dictionary Of The New
Testament

Exegetical dictionary of the New Testament is an essential resource for biblical scholars, theologians,
pastors, students, and anyone interested in deepening their understanding of the New Testament writings.
Unlike general dictionaries or concordances, an exegetical dictionary provides detailed explanations of words,
phrases, and concepts found within the New Testament texts, often including their original Greek roots, historical
context, theological significance, and variations in translation. By offering comprehensive insights into the
language and ideas of the biblical authors, an exegetical dictionary serves as an invaluable tool for accurate
interpretation, exegesis, and ultimately, a more profound grasp of Scripture.

Understanding the Purpose of an Exegetical Dictionary

What is an Exegetical Dictionary?

An exegetical dictionary is a specialized reference work that focuses on the detailed analysis of biblical words
and phrases. It aims to clarify the original Greek language of the New Testament, shedding light on the nuances
that may be lost in translation. This type of dictionary goes beyond simple definitions, offering insights into: -
Lexical meanings and grammatical features - The historical and cultural context of words - Variations in usage
across different biblical authors - Semantic developments over time - Theological implications of specific terms

Why Use an Exegetical Dictionary?

Utilizing an exegetical dictionary enhances the interpretative process by providing: - Accurate understanding of
original language terms - Clarity in translating complex or ambiguous words - Awareness of idiomatic
expressions and their cultural background - Better comprehension of theological themes embedded in specific
words - Support for scholarly exegesis, sermon preparation, and academic research

Key Features of a Good Exegetical Dictionary

Comprehensive Entries

A quality exegetical dictionary offers detailed entries that include: - Greek word forms with phonetic pronunciation
- Morphological information such as tense, mood, and case - Semantic range and nuances - Cross-references to
related words or concepts - Scriptural references illustrating usage

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the cultural background of the New Testament period is crucial. Good dictionaries provide: -
Historical background of key terms - Cultural practices influencing language - Variations in meaning depending
on the context



Theological Significance

Many entries include explanations of how specific words relate to core Christian doctrines, such as salvation,
covenant, or divine authority.

Accessibility and Usability

While detailed, the dictionary should be user-friendly, with: - Clear, concise definitions - Organized entries for
quick reference - Indexes and appendices for extended study

Popular Exegetical Dictionaries of the New Testament

The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology and Exegesis

This comprehensive work provides detailed articles on words, themes, and concepts, integrating linguistic,
historical, and theological insights. It is widely respected for its scholarly depth.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary

A multi-volume encyclopedic resource that includes extensive entries on biblical words, cultural background, and
scholarly interpretations, suitable for both beginners and advanced scholars.

The New International Greek Testament Dictionary

Focused specifically on Greek terms, this dictionary offers precise lexical data and contextual analysis, making it
invaluable for serious biblical exegesis.

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words

A more accessible option, Vine’s provides straightforward definitions and explanations suitable for pastors and
students new to biblical languages.

How to Use an Exegetical Dictionary Effectively

Step-by-Step Approach

To maximize the benefits of an exegetical dictionary, consider the following steps:

Identify the word or phrase: Locate the Hebrew or Greek term in the biblical passage.1.
Consult the dictionary entry: Read the detailed explanation, paying attention to grammatical and semantic2.
nuances.
Examine cross-references: Follow related entries to gain broader understanding.3.
Review biblical context: Look at other Scriptures where the word appears for comparative insights.4.
Incorporate theological implications: Reflect on how the term contributes to the passage’s overall5.
message.
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Additional Tips for Effective Study

- Use alongside other tools like commentaries and lexicons. - Cross-check multiple sources for a balanced
perspective. - Keep notes on the different meanings and contexts of key terms. - Be mindful of translation
differences across Bible versions.

Integrating an Exegetical Dictionary into Biblical Study

Academic Research

Scholars use exegetical dictionaries to support thesis writing, construct theological arguments, and understand
the original language nuances that shape biblical interpretation.

Preaching and Teaching

Pastors and teachers benefit from detailed word studies to craft sermons that are both accurate and engaging,
emphasizing the richness of Scripture.

Personal Devotion and Study

For everyday believers, an exegetical dictionary deepens personal understanding and helps foster a more
meaningful connection to biblical texts.

Complementary Resources

While an exegetical dictionary is invaluable, it is most effective when used alongside:

Commentaries for contextual analysis1.
Lexicons for basic word meanings2.
Historical backgrounds for cultural insights3.
Theological dictionaries for doctrinal understanding4.

Conclusion

An exegetical dictionary of the New Testament is a vital resource for unlocking the depths of biblical language
and meaning. It bridges the gap between the original Greek texts and contemporary readers, offering clarity,
context, and theological richness. Whether for academic research, sermon preparation, or personal study,
investing in a quality exegetical dictionary can significantly enhance one’s understanding of Scripture, leading to
more accurate interpretation and a more profound appreciation of the biblical message. As you explore the
treasures of the New Testament, let this scholarly tool guide you into a deeper, more informed engagement with
the Word of God.

Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament: An Essential Tool for Biblical Scholars and Enthusiasts Alike

Understanding the depths of the New Testament requires more than just reading the texts; it demands careful
analysis, contextual awareness, and detailed interpretation. An exegetical dictionary of the New Testament
serves as an indispensable resource in this process, offering comprehensive insights into the original Greek



words, their semantic ranges, grammatical nuances, and contextual significance. Whether you are a theologian,
pastor, student, or avid Bible reader, this specialized dictionary provides the tools necessary to unlock the rich
layers of meaning embedded within the biblical text.

What Is an Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament?

An exegetical dictionary of the New Testament is a specialized reference work that focuses on the detailed
analysis of New Testament Greek vocabulary. Unlike general biblical dictionaries, which often provide broad
summaries or theological overviews, an exegetical dictionary emphasizes:

Lexical Entries: In-depth definitions of Greek words, including their morphological forms.1.
Semantic Range: Exploration of different shades of meaning depending on context.2.
Historical and Cultural Background: How particular words or phrases were used in the first-century Greco-3.
Roman world.
Usage in Texts: Examples of how words appear across various New Testament writings.4.
Grammatical and Syntactical Details: Insights into verb tenses, cases, and sentence structures influencing5.
meaning.

This meticulous approach allows users to interpret Scripture with greater precision, respecting the nuances that
can be lost in translation or superficial reading.

Why Is an Exegetical Dictionary Important?

Understanding the significance of an exegetical dictionary of the New Testament hinges on recognizing its role in
biblical interpretation and exegesis:

Enhances Word Study: Deepens comprehension of original terms beyond surface-level definitions.1.
Clarifies Ambiguous Passages: Offers context-driven insights that help resolve interpretive difficulties.2.
Supports Accurate Translation: Assists translators or those studying translations to grasp subtle distinctions.3.
Enriches Theological Reflection: Provides a solid foundation for theological insights rooted in linguistic4.
accuracy.
Facilitates Cross-Referencing: Connects related concepts, themes, and usage across different texts.5.

In essence, it bridges the gap between the original language and modern understanding, enabling readers to
engage more authentically with the biblical text.

Key Features of a Quality Exegetical Dictionary

A robust exegetical dictionary of the New Testament should possess several critical features:

Comprehensive Lexical Entries1.

Definitions derived from Greek lexicons such as BDAG (Bauer-Danker-Arndt-Gingrich).1.
Morphological details, including root forms and derivatives.2.
Multiple meanings depending on context.3.

Contextual Examples1.

Citations from New Testament texts illustrating each word's usage.1.
Variations across different authors and genres.2.

Semantic Range and Nuance1.
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Explanation of different shades of meaning.1.
Usage in positive, negative, and neutral contexts.2.

Cultural and Historical Background1.

Insights into first-century customs, practices, and societal norms relevant to specific words.1.

Cross-Referencing and Thematic Links1.

Connections to related words and concepts.1.
Cross-references to other biblical or extrabiblical sources.2.

Updated Scholarship1.

Incorporation of recent linguistic and archaeological findings.1.
Critical analysis of contested or ambiguous terms.2.

Popular Exegetical Dictionaries of the New Testament

When choosing an exegetical dictionary, certain works stand out due to their scholarly rigor and usability:

A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Early Christian Literature (BDAG): The gold standard for1.
New Testament word studies.
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (TDNT): Offers in-depth theological and semantic analysis for2.
key terms.
Lexicon of the Greek New Testament (Louw-Nida): Focuses on semantic domains and ranges.3.
Dictionary of New Testament Backgrounds: Provides cultural, historical, and linguistic context for specific4.
words and themes.

Each of these resources can be used independently or in combination to deepen one’s exegetical work.

How to Use an Exegetical Dictionary Effectively

To maximize the benefits of an exegetical dictionary of the New Testament, consider the following strategies:

Step 1: Identify the Key Word

Begin with the Greek word in the original text.1.
Note its morphology, such as tense, mood, or case.2.

Step 2: Consult the Dictionary Entry

Read the primary definition(s).1.
Pay attention to semantic nuances and contextual notes.2.

Step 3: Examine Usage Examples

Review how the word appears in different New Testament passages.1.
Observe variations in meaning based on context.2.

Step 4: Cross-Reference Related Terms

Explore related words or themes.1.
Use cross-references to deepen understanding.2.



Step 5: Synthesize Findings

Integrate lexical insights with grammatical and contextual information.1.
Formulate a nuanced interpretation of the passage.2.

Practical Applications of an Exegetical Dictionary

The utility of an exegetical dictionary extends across various aspects of biblical study:

Preaching and Teaching: Ensures accurate and meaningful explanations of Scripture.1.
Academic Research: Supports scholarly articles, theses, or monographs.2.
Personal Study: Enhances devotional reading with linguistic depth.3.
Translation Work: Assists in rendering texts faithfully into other languages.4.

In every case, the goal is to honor the original text's richness and avoid misinterpretation.

Limitations and Considerations

While invaluable, an exegetical dictionary has limitations and requires careful use:

Complexity: Some entries are technical; users should have a basic grasp of Greek.1.
Evolving Scholarship: New discoveries can alter understandings; staying updated is essential.2.
Context Dependence: Words can have different meanings in different contexts; dictionaries are guides, not3.
absolute authorities.

Therefore, complement your dictionary study with commentaries, grammatical guides, and historical resources
for a well-rounded exegesis.

Conclusion

An exegetical dictionary of the New Testament stands as a cornerstone for anyone committed to authentic
biblical interpretation. By providing detailed analyses of Greek words, their semantic ranges, and contextual
nuances, it enables readers to engage with Scripture on a deeper level. Whether for academic research, sermon
preparation, or personal study, mastering the use of this resource can transform one’s understanding of the
biblical text, revealing its profound theological and literary richness. In a world of diverse translations and
interpretations, the careful study empowered by an exegetical dictionary helps maintain fidelity to the original
message, ensuring that the ancient words continue to speak clearly and powerfully today.

Questions & Answers About exegetical dictionary of the new
testament

No Question Answer

1 What is the 'Exegetical Dictionary of
the New Testament'?

The 'Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament' is a
comprehensive reference work that provides detailed
explanations and analyses of New Testament words, themes,
and concepts to aid biblical scholars, theologians, and students
in understanding the text more deeply.

2 Who are the primary authors or
editors of the 'Exegetical Dictionary
of the New Testament'?

The dictionary was primarily edited by G. Kittel and Gerhard
Friedrich, with contributions from numerous biblical scholars
specializing in Greek language and New Testament studies.
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3 How does the 'Exegetical Dictionary
of the New Testament' differ from
other biblical dictionaries?

Unlike general biblical dictionaries, it focuses specifically on
detailed linguistic, contextual, and exegetical analyses of Greek
words and themes in the New Testament, providing in-depth
scholarly insights.

4 Is the 'Exegetical Dictionary of the
New Testament' suitable for lay
readers or primarily for scholars?

While it is mainly geared toward scholars, pastors, and students
with some background in biblical studies, dedicated lay readers
with an interest in detailed biblical exegesis can also find it
valuable.

5 What editions or volumes are
available of the 'Exegetical
Dictionary of the New Testament'?

The most common edition is the multi-volume set published in the
20th century, typically comprising three or four volumes, each
focusing on different aspects of New Testament vocabulary and
themes.

6 How can the 'Exegetical Dictionary of
the New Testament' aid in biblical
exegesis?

It provides precise definitions, historical usage, grammatical
information, and theological insights for key Greek words, helping
scholars interpret biblical texts more accurately.

7 Is the 'Exegetical Dictionary of the
New Testament' available in digital
format?

Yes, some editions are available in digital or online formats, often
through theological libraries or academic databases, enhancing
accessibility for research.

8 What is the significance of the
'Exegetical Dictionary of the New
Testament' for biblical translation
efforts?

It offers detailed linguistic and contextual data that assist
translators in accurately capturing the nuance and original
meaning of New Testament Greek words.

9 Can the 'Exegetical Dictionary of the
New Testament' be used alongside
commentaries and other biblical
resources?

Absolutely; it complements commentaries and other scholarly
tools by providing foundational linguistic and exegetical
information to support deeper study.

10 What is the historical impact of the
'Exegetical Dictionary of the New
Testament' on biblical scholarship?

Since its publication, it has been a foundational reference work
that has significantly contributed to the understanding of New
Testament Greek and has influenced biblical exegesis and
translation practices worldwide.

New Testament, biblical exegesis, biblical dictionaries, biblical studies, theology, scripture interpretation, biblical
commentary, biblical language, biblical terms, theological dictionary
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