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Oxford Dictionary Of The Christian
Church

Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church is a comprehensive and authoritative reference
work that provides in-depth information on the vast and diverse history, doctrines, practices, and
figures of Christianity. Renowned for its scholarly rigor and clear explanations, this dictionary
serves as an essential resource for students, theologians, clergy, and anyone interested in
understanding the complexities of the Christian faith. Whether you are exploring theological
concepts, historical developments, or key personalities within Christianity, the Oxford Dictionary
of the Christian Church offers reliable and accessible insights that help deepen your knowledge.

Overview of the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church

What is the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church?

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church is a reference book published by Oxford University
Press that covers the entire spectrum of Christian history, doctrine, and practice. It features
thousands of entries written by experts in the field, providing concise yet comprehensive
explanations of terms, events, figures, and concepts relevant to Christianity.

History and Development

First published in 1957, the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church has undergone multiple
editions to incorporate new scholarship and developments within Christian studies. The latest
editions reflect contemporary theological debates, ecumenical movements, and recent
archaeological discoveries, ensuring the dictionary remains a vital resource for modern readers.

Scope and Coverage

The dictionary covers a broad array of topics, including: - Major Christian denominations and
their histories - Key theological doctrines and creeds - Important figures in Christian history, from
early church fathers to modern theologians - Significant events such as councils, schisms, and
reformations - Biblical texts, manuscripts, and translation history - Christian liturgical practices
and sacraments - Christian art, architecture, and music

Key Features of the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian



Church

Authoritative and Scholarly Content

The entries are authored by leading scholars and experts, ensuring accuracy and depth of
information. The dictionary is peer-reviewed and regularly updated to reflect ongoing research
and scholarship.

Comprehensive and Accessible

Despite its scholarly depth, the dictionary is written in clear, accessible language suitable for both
specialists and lay readers. It balances technical terminology with explanations that are
understandable for those new to Christian studies.

Updated Editions

Recent editions expand coverage to include modern developments, such as ecumenism, interfaith
dialogue, and contemporary theological movements. The inclusion of recent historical events and
figures keeps the resource current and relevant.

Richly Illustrated

Many editions feature illustrations, photographs, and diagrams that enhance understanding of
Christian art, architecture, and historical artifacts.

Importance and Uses of the Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church

For Academic and Religious Research

Students and scholars use this dictionary as a primary reference for research papers,
dissertations, and theological studies. Its reliable entries support academic rigor and help clarify
complex topics.

For Clergy and Religious Leaders

Clergy members often consult the dictionary for sermon preparation, doctrinal clarification, and
inter-denominational dialogues.

For General Readers and Enthusiasts

Individuals interested in Christianity’s history and practices find the dictionary an invaluable
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guide for expanding their understanding and knowledge.

For Educational Purposes

Many theological seminaries and religious studies programs incorporate the Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church into their curricula as a foundational resource.

Notable Topics Covered in the Dictionary

Historical Development of Christianity

- Early Christian Communities and Apostolic Age - The Edict of Milan and the Rise of Christianity
in the Roman Empire - The Great Schism of 1054 - The Protestant Reformation and Counter-
Reformation - Christian Missionary Movements and Colonialism

Theological Concepts and Doctrines

- The Trinity - Christology - Soteriology (Doctrine of Salvation) - Ecclesiology (Study of the
Church) - Eschatology (End Times)

Key Figures in Christian History

- Apostles such as Peter and Paul - Church Fathers like Augustine and Aquinas - Reformers such
as Martin Luther and John Calvin - Modern theologians including Karl Barth and C.S. Lewis

Christian Practices and Rituals

- Sacraments: Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation - Prayer and Worship - Pilgrimage and Religious
Festivals - Monasticism and Ascetic Practices

Christian Art, Architecture, and Literature

- Iconography and Religious Art - Architectural Styles of Churches and Cathedrals - Influential
Christian Writings and Texts

How to Use the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
Effectively

Searching for Specific Terms

Use the index to locate entries quickly on topics like specific saints, theological terms, or
historical events.



Understanding Complex Concepts

Read related entries for comprehensive understanding, such as exploring "Trinity" alongside
"Christology" for a fuller picture.

Cross-Referencing Entries

Many entries include cross-references to related topics, enabling a deeper exploration of
interconnected subjects.

Utilizing Supplementary Materials

Leverage illustrations, timelines, and bibliographies included in the latest editions for expanded
learning.

Why the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
Remains a Valuable Resource

Reliability and Authority

As a product of Oxford University Press, the dictionary is recognized worldwide for its scholarly
integrity and meticulous editing.

Comprehensiveness

Its wide-ranging coverage ensures that users can find information on virtually any aspect of
Christianity, from ancient traditions to contemporary issues.

Educational Value

The dictionary serves both as a quick reference and a learning tool, helping users build a solid
foundation in Christian studies.

Continual Updates

Regular editions ensure that it stays current with ongoing theological debates, historical
discoveries, and cultural shifts.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church stands as an indispensable resource for anyone
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seeking to understand the rich tapestry of Christianity. Its authoritative entries, comprehensive
scope, and user-friendly design make it a cornerstone reference in theological studies, church
history, and religious education. Whether used for academic research, personal exploration, or
professional ministry, this dictionary provides clarity and insight into the myriad facets of the
Christian faith, ensuring that readers can navigate its complexities with confidence and informed
understanding. Keywords for SEO Optimization: Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church,
Christian history, Christian doctrine, theological terms, Christian figures, church practices,
religious reference, Christian denominations, biblical studies, Christian theology, authoritative
Christian resource, church history guide, religious encyclopedia

Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction: An Essential Resource for Scholars and Enthusiasts Alike

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church stands as one of the most authoritative and
comprehensive references in the realm of Christian history, theology, and ecclesiastical
structures. Published by Oxford University Press, this dictionary serves as an invaluable guide for
theologians, historians, students, clergy, and anyone interested in understanding the vast and
intricate tapestry of the Christian faith and its institutional development over centuries. Its
meticulous scholarship, extensive entries, and user-friendly presentation make it a cornerstone in
religious reference literature.

Origins and Publication History

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church was first published in 1957, authored under the
auspices of a distinguished panel of scholars led by F. L. Cross, a renowned theologian and
historian. Since its initial release, the dictionary has undergone several editions, with the most
recent being the 3rd edition published in 2009, co-edited by David Hunter. Each edition has
expanded and refined the content, reflecting ongoing scholarship and developments within
Christian studies.

Scope and Coverage

Breadth of Content1.

The dictionary encompasses a wide array of topics, including:

Historical figures such as saints, theologians, and church founders.1.
Ecclesiastical structures like denominations, councils, and church governance.2.
Theological concepts including doctrines, creeds, and theological debates.3.
Historical events such as the Reformation, the Great Schism, and ecumenical councils.4.
Sacraments and Rituals across different Christian traditions.5.
Liturgy, Devotional Practices, and Religious Art.6.
Key Documents and Texts including creeds, confessions, and theological writings.7.
Geographical and Cultural Aspects of Christianity across the globe.8.



The coverage extends from the early Christian period (1st century CE) through contemporary
times, providing historical context and contemporary relevance.

Types of Entries1.

The dictionary includes:

Biographical entries for influential figures (e.g., Augustine, Martin Luther, Mother Teresa).1.
Thematic entries explaining doctrines, practices, and institutions.2.
Event entries detailing significant moments in church history.3.
Terminological entries clarifying complex theological terms and concepts.4.
Geographical entries describing regions significant to Christian history.5.

Structure and Organization

Entry Format1.

Each entry is carefully structured to facilitate quick understanding and in-depth study. Typical
features include:

Clear, concise definitions.1.
Historical context and significance.2.
Cross-references to related entries.3.
Suggested reading or references for further study.4.

Indexing and Cross-Referencing1.

An extensive index enhances usability, allowing users to locate topics swiftly. Cross-references
link related entries, enriching the reader’s understanding by highlighting connections between
different aspects of Christian history and theology.

Scholarly Rigor and Accuracy

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church is renowned for its scholarly rigor. The editors and
contributors are leading experts drawn from various disciplines, including theology, history,
archaeology, and ecclesiastical studies. This ensures:

Accuracy: Factually reliable, based on the latest research.1.
Objectivity: Presenting multiple perspectives on contentious issues.2.
Depth: Offering detailed insights without sacrificing clarity.3.

The dictionary’s commitment to scholarly excellence makes it a trusted source for academic
research and serious study.

Key Features and Strengths

Comprehensive and Up-to-Date Content1.

The latest editions incorporate recent discoveries, theological debates, and contemporary issues
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within Christianity, such as:

Ecumenism and interfaith dialogue.1.
Modern theological movements.2.
The impact of globalization on Christianity.3.
The role of women and marginalized groups within the church.4.

Inclusive Coverage of Denominations1.

Unlike some older references, the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church offers balanced
coverage of diverse Christian traditions, including:

Roman Catholicism1.
Eastern Orthodoxy2.
Protestantism (Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Pentecostal, etc.)3.
Non-traditional and emerging Christian movements4.

This inclusivity fosters a nuanced understanding of the multifaceted nature of Christianity.

Accessible Language1.

While scholarly, the language remains accessible to non-specialists, making complex ideas
understandable without oversimplification.

Visual Aids and Illustrations1.

Though primarily a textual resource, some editions include diagrams, timelines, and maps that aid
in visualizing historical developments and geographical contexts.

Critiques and Limitations

Despite its strengths, some criticisms are worth noting:

Density of Information: For casual readers, the depth and density of entries may be1.
overwhelming.
Eurocentrism: While striving for inclusivity, the focus tends to be more Western-centric,2.
sometimes underrepresenting non-European Christian histories.
Updates and Revisions: As with any print reference, the latest editions may lag behind ongoing3.
developments, especially in rapidly evolving areas like interfaith dialogue or contemporary
church movements.

Usage and Practical Applications

Academic Research1.

The dictionary’s detailed entries serve as foundational references for dissertations, theses, and
scholarly articles. It provides:

Contextual background.1.



Primary source references.2.
Clarification of complex terminologies.3.

Teaching and Education1.

Professors and students utilize it to:

Prepare lectures.1.
Develop course materials.2.
Clarify concepts during study.3.

Clergy and Church Leaders1.

Church leaders often consult it for:

Historical insights.1.
Understanding doctrinal issues.2.
Preparing sermons or educational programs.3.

General Readers1.

Enthusiasts and laypersons interested in Christian history and theology find it an accessible yet
authoritative resource.

Comparative Analysis with Other Resources

When juxtaposed with other reference works, such as the Dictionary of Christian Theology or
specialized encyclopedias, the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church provides:

Broader scope in ecclesiastical history.1.
More comprehensive coverage of church history and institutional development.2.
Concise entries that balance depth with accessibility.3.

However, specialized encyclopedias may offer more exhaustive coverage of particular topics,
while this dictionary strikes a balance suitable for general scholarly use.

Future Prospects and Digital Availability

Recognizing the importance of digital access, Oxford University Press has made the dictionary
available online, often integrated into academic databases and library resources. The digital
version offers:

Search functionality.1.
Hyperlinked cross-references.2.
Regular updates (in subscription-based platforms).3.

This enhances accessibility and ensures that users stay informed about recent scholarship and
developments.

Conclusion: An Indispensable Reference
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The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church remains an indispensable reference for anyone
seeking a comprehensive, authoritative, and balanced overview of Christian history, theology, and
ecclesiastical structures. Its combination of scholarly rigor, breadth of coverage, and user-friendly
presentation makes it a cornerstone in religious studies. Whether used for academic research,
teaching, or personal interest, it continues to serve as a vital resource that deepens
understanding and appreciation of the rich tapestry of Christian faith and history.

In summary, the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church epitomizes excellence in religious
reference literature, embodying the depth, diversity, and dynamism of Christianity through
meticulous scholarship and accessible presentation. It is a testament to Oxford University Press’s
commitment to advancing knowledge and supporting exploration of one of the world’s most
influential religious traditions.

Questions & Answers About oxford dictionary of the
christian church

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church?

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church is a
comprehensive reference work that provides detailed
information on the history, doctrines, practices, and key
figures of Christianity across denominations.

2 Who is the editor of the latest
edition of the Oxford Dictionary
of the Christian Church?

The latest edition was edited by F. L. Cross and E. A.
Livingstone, renowned scholars in the field of Christian
studies.

3 How has the Oxford Dictionary
of the Christian Church evolved
over its editions?

It has expanded to include more entries on modern
Christian movements, theological developments, and
global church history, reflecting the changing landscape
of Christianity.

4 Is the Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church suitable for
academic research?

Yes, it is widely regarded as an authoritative resource
for scholars, students, and researchers interested in
Christian history and theology.

5 Does the Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church cover non-
Western Christian traditions?

Yes, it includes entries on various global Christian
churches and movements, offering a comprehensive
international perspective.

6 Where can I access the Oxford
Dictionary of the Christian
Church?

It is available in print, as an online digital resource, and
through many academic libraries and institutions.

7 What are some unique features
of the Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church?

It features detailed biographical entries, historical
timelines, and cross-references to facilitate in-depth
research and understanding.



8 How often is the Oxford
Dictionary of the Christian
Church updated?

Updates are made periodically to incorporate new
scholarship, historical discoveries, and developments
within Christianity, with the latest edition published in
2005.

Christianity, theology, biblical studies, church history, religious terminology, ecclesiastical terms,
Christian doctrine, Bible references, church history, religious lexicon
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