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The Wall Street Journal to Information Graphics: The Dos and Don’ts of Presenting
Data Facts In an era where data is often called the new oil, the way we present this data can
significantly influence the understanding, perception, and decisions of audiences. The Wall
Street Journal (WSJ) has long been recognized as a leader in journalistic excellence, especially
in the realm of data visualization and information graphics. Their approach underscores the
importance of clarity, accuracy, and aesthetic appeal in conveying complex data stories. To
effectively communicate data facts, it’s crucial to adhere to certain best practices—balancing
what to do with what to avoid. This article explores the essential dos and don’ts of presenting
data facts, drawing insights from WSJ’s exemplary use of information graphics, and provides
practical guidance for journalists, data analysts, and communicators alike.

The Significance of Effective Data Presentation

Why Data Visualization Matters

Data visualization transforms raw figures into visual stories that are easier to comprehend and
analyze. Well-designed graphics can reveal patterns, trends, and outliers that might be
overlooked in tabular data. They also make complex concepts accessible to a broader
audience, enhancing transparency and engagement.

Lessons from The Wall Street Journal

The WSJ’s graphics exemplify how precise, clear, and impactful visualizations can elevate a
story. Their graphics are known for: - Accurate representation of data - Clear labeling and
context - Aesthetic balance ensuring readability - Minimal clutter and distraction - Effective
use of color and design principles These elements underscore the importance of adhering to
best practices when presenting data facts.

The Dos of Presenting Data Facts

Prioritize Clarity and Simplicity

- Focus on the core message you want to communicate. - Use straightforward visuals that do
not overwhelm the viewer. - Remove unnecessary embellishments or decorations that don’t
add informational value.



Use Appropriate Chart Types

- Match the chart type to the data and the story you want to tell:

Line charts for trends over time1.
Bar charts for comparisons among categories2.
Pie charts sparingly, for proportional data3.
Scatter plots for relationships and correlations4.

- Avoid using chart types that distort or mislead.

Ensure Accuracy and Integrity

- Double-check data sources and calculations. - Represent data truthfully without distortion. -
Avoid truncating axes or manipulating scales to exaggerate or minimize effects.

Label Clearly and Provide Context

- Use descriptive titles and labels. - Include units of measurement. - Provide explanatory
captions or annotations where necessary.

Leverage Color Thoughtfully

- Use colors to differentiate categories or highlight key points. - Maintain consistency in color
schemes throughout the graphic. - Be mindful of colorblind-friendly palettes.

Design for Readability

- Choose legible fonts and appropriate font sizes. - Balance whitespace to prevent clutter. - Use
contrast effectively to enhance visibility.

Test and Iterate

- Show drafts to colleagues or test audiences. - Gather feedback on clarity and impact. - Refine
visuals based on constructive input.

The Don’ts of Presenting Data Facts

Don’t Overcomplicate

- Avoid cluttered visuals filled with excessive data points or decorative elements. - Steer clear
of overly complex chart types that confuse viewers.

Don’t Mislead with Scales or Axes

- Refrain from truncating axes to exaggerate differences. - Avoid starting axes at non-zero
points unless justified and clearly indicated. - Be transparent about the scale and units used.
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Don’t Use Inappropriate Chart Types

- Using a pie chart to compare multiple categories with many slices can be confusing. - Trying
to fit data into a chart type that distorts its meaning.

Don’t Sacrifice Accuracy for Aesthetics

- Prioritize truthful representation over visual appeal. - Avoid embellishments that distort data
interpretation.

Don’t Ignore Data Quality

- Do not rely on dubious or outdated sources. - Always verify data before visualization.

Don’t Overuse Color or Effects

- Excessive use of bright colors, gradients, or shadows can distract or mislead. - Keep visual
effects subtle and purposeful.

Don’t Neglect Accessibility

- Avoid color combinations that are hard to distinguish for colorblind viewers. - Ensure text and
graphics are readable on various devices and formats.

Case Studies from The Wall Street Journal

Effective Use of Line Charts in Economic Trends

The WSJ frequently employs clean, simple line charts to depict trends over time, such as stock
market movements or unemployment rates. These visuals: - Use clear labels and legends -
Maintain consistent scales - Incorporate annotations pointing out significant events or turning
points

Comparison Charts for Business Performance

Bar charts comparing company earnings or market shares are designed for clarity: - Use
contrasting colors for different companies - Keep axis scales proportional - Include contextual
notes for anomalies

Infographics Summarizing Complex Data

For multifaceted stories, WSJ creates infographics that combine charts, icons, and minimal
text to present stacked data succinctly, balancing detail with simplicity.



Implementing Best Practices: Practical Tips

Start with a Clear Narrative

- Define what story you want to tell with the data. - Determine the key message before
designing the graphic.

Choose the Right Visualization Tools

- Use reputable data visualization software like Tableau, Adobe Illustrator, or Excel. - Ensure
tools support the required chart types and customization.

Maintain Ethical Standards

- Avoid cherry-picking data to support a specific narrative. - Be transparent about data
limitations and assumptions.

Stay Updated with Design Trends

- Follow reputable sources and publications like WSJ for inspiration. - Learn about color
psychology, typography, and user experience.

Conclusion

Presenting data facts effectively is a vital skill in journalism, business, and academia. The Wall
Street Journal exemplifies how adherence to best practices—such as clarity, accuracy,
appropriate design, and ethical presentation—can make data stories compelling and
trustworthy. By observing their dos and don’ts, communicators can enhance their ability to
inform, persuade, and engage audiences with data-driven narratives. Remember, the goal of
data visualization is not just to display numbers but to tell stories that resonate and inform,
fostering better understanding and decision-making.

The Wall Street Journal to Information Graphics: The Do’s and Don’ts of Presenting Data Facts
In an era where data-driven decision-making is more critical than ever, the way information is
visually communicated can significantly impact understanding, credibility, and engagement.
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ), renowned for its rigorous journalism and clarity in presentation,
has long been a pioneer in employing information graphics—charts, infographics, and data
visualizations—to translate complex data into digestible insights. Their approach offers a
compelling case study for journalists, data analysts, and communicators seeking to master the
art and science of effective data presentation. This article examines the WSJ’s strategies in
crafting compelling information graphics, dissecting the fundamental do’s and don’ts that
underpin successful data communication. Drawing from their standards and practices, we aim
to provide a comprehensive guide for anyone involved in turning raw data into compelling
visual stories.
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The Significance of Effective Data Presentation

Data in its raw form is often inaccessible to the general audience. Without proper visualization,
even the most accurate and insightful data can be overlooked or misunderstood. The WSJ
recognizes that well-designed graphics serve multiple purposes: - Clarify complex information -
Highlight key trends and insights - Enhance reader engagement - Support journalistic
storytelling - Build trust through transparency By adhering to best practices, the WSJ ensures
that its graphics serve as a bridge between raw data and reader comprehension. This
commitment underscores the importance of understanding both the principles of good
visualization and the ethical responsibility to present facts accurately.

The Do’s of Presenting Data Facts

Drawing inspiration from the WSJ’s exemplary graphics, the following are essential do’s for
effective data presentation:

1. Do Prioritize Clarity and Simplicity

- Use straightforward visuals that communicate the core message without unnecessary
embellishments. - Limit the number of variables or data points in a single graphic to avoid
clutter. - Choose clean, uncluttered layouts with ample white space.

2. Do Use Appropriate Chart Types

- Select chart types that best fit the data and the story (e.g., line graphs for trends, bar charts
for comparisons, pie charts for parts of a whole). - Refer to WSJ’s well-curated palette of chart
types that optimize understanding.

3. Do Maintain Consistent Scales and Units

- Use uniform scales across similar graphics for easy comparison. - Clearly label axes and units
of measurement. - Avoid misleading distortions by truncating axes or manipulating scales.

4. Do Emphasize Key Data Points

- Use color, size, or annotations to highlight critical insights. - Incorporate callouts for
significant data changes or anomalies. - Ensure that emphasis does not distort the overall
context.

5. Do Ensure Data Accuracy and Integrity

- Cross-verify data sources and calculations. - Clearly cite data sources to establish credibility.
- Avoid cherry-picking data that supports a narrative while ignoring contrary evidence.



6. Do Incorporate Interactivity and Context

- When appropriate, include interactive elements for deeper exploration. - Provide contextual
information or background to frame the data. - Use captions or accompanying text to clarify
the graphic’s intent.

7. Do Follow Ethical Guidelines

- Present data honestly without manipulation. - Avoid cherry-picking or misrepresenting data
to serve a particular agenda. - Be transparent about limitations and uncertainties.

The Don’ts of Presenting Data Facts

Equally important are common pitfalls and missteps to avoid, as exemplified by less effective
graphics often seen outside reputable outlets:

1. Don’t Overcomplicate Visuals

- Avoid overly complex or cluttered graphics that overwhelm or confuse the audience. - Resist
the temptation to include every data point or variable, leading to "chartjunk."

2. Don’t Use Misleading Scales or Distortions

- Avoid truncating axes or manipulating scales that skew perception. - Do not use 3D effects or
decorative elements that distort data interpretation.

3. Don’t Ignore Data Context or Limitations

- Refrain from presenting data without necessary context. - Avoid implying causality where
only correlation exists. - Do not omit relevant caveats or uncertainties.

4. Don’t Rely Solely on Color to Convey Meaning

- Be mindful of colorblindness; avoid color schemes that are indistinct to some viewers. - Use
patterns or labels alongside color coding.

5. Don’t Present Data Out of Context

- Avoid cherry-picking data that supports a specific narrative. - Ensure that graphics reflect the
full scope of the data set.

6. Don’t Sacrifice Accessibility

- Make graphics accessible via alt text or descriptions. - Ensure fonts and labels are legible
across devices.
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7. Don’t Forget Consistency

- Maintain consistent styles, colors, and fonts throughout a series of graphics. - Avoid sudden
stylistic changes that distract or confuse the reader.

Case Study: The WSJ’s Mastery in Data Visualization

The Wall Street Journal’s reputation for excellence in data graphics stems from a meticulous
process that embodies the do’s while avoiding the don’ts. For example, their coverage of
economic indicators employs: - Clear, labeled line graphs displaying trends over time with
synchronized axes. - Bar charts with consistent scales that compare different entities fairly. -
Use of color to differentiate categories while ensuring accessibility. - Annotations that draw
attention to significant changes without cluttering the visual. - Transparent sourcing and
caveats that uphold journalistic integrity. A notable example is their coverage of the COVID-19
pandemic, where they visualized infection rates, vaccination progress, and economic impacts.
These graphics distilled complex, multidimensional data into accessible visuals that informed
public discourse.

Conclusion: The Balance of Art and Science in Data
Graphics

Presenting data facts effectively requires a balance between aesthetic clarity and factual
accuracy. The Wall Street Journal exemplifies this harmony through disciplined adherence to
best practices, ensuring their graphics inform rather than mislead. The key takeaways for
practitioners are: - Prioritize clarity and simplicity in design. - Use appropriate visualizations
suited to the data type. - Maintain accuracy, transparency, and integrity. - Be cautious of visual
distortions and misleading representations. - Consider accessibility and audience diversity. By
internalizing these do’s and don’ts, journalists, analysts, and communicators can elevate their
data storytelling, ensuring that facts are not only presented but understood and trusted. In
summary, the WSJ’s approach to information graphics offers a blueprint for responsible and
compelling data visualization. As the volume of available data continues to grow, mastering
these principles becomes essential for credible and impactful storytelling in journalism and
beyond.

Questions & Answers About the wall street journal to
information graphics the dos and donts of presenting
data facts

N
o

Question Answer



1 What are the key principles for
creating effective information
graphics according to The Wall
Street Journal?

The Wall Street Journal emphasizes clarity, simplicity,
accuracy, and visual hierarchy. Effective graphics
should convey the message clearly without
unnecessary clutter, use appropriate visual elements,
and ensure data accuracy.

2 What are common mistakes to
avoid when designing data
visualizations for
presentations?

Common mistakes include overloading visuals with too
much data, using misleading scales or colors,
neglecting labels and context, and choosing
inappropriate chart types that can distort the message.

3 How can one ensure that data
facts are accurately
represented in graphics?

Accuracy can be ensured by double-checking data
sources, using correct scales, avoiding misleading
visual distortions, and including context or
explanations to clarify what the data shows.

4 What are the 'dos' of
presenting data facts
according to The Wall Street
Journal?

The 'dos' include using clear labels, choosing the right
chart type for the data, maintaining visual consistency,
highlighting key insights, and keeping the design
simple and focused.

5 What are the 'don'ts' when
creating data-driven
presentations?

Don't use overly complex visuals, omit necessary
context, distort data with inappropriate scales, or rely
solely on color without considering accessibility. Avoid
cluttered or confusing graphics that can mislead
viewers.

6 How important is storytelling
in data graphics, and what are
best practices?

Storytelling is crucial as it helps contextualize data and
engage viewers. Best practices include guiding viewers
through the data with a clear narrative, highlighting
key insights, and using visuals that support the story.

7 What role does color play in
effective data presentation,
and what should be avoided?

Color helps differentiate data points and emphasize
key information. However, excessive or inappropriate
use of color can be distracting or misleading. Use a
limited palette and consider colorblind accessibility.

8 How can one make data
graphics more accessible to
diverse audiences?

Ensure high contrast, include descriptive labels and
legends, avoid reliance solely on color, and keep
visuals simple and intuitive to cater to viewers with
varying levels of data literacy.

9 What tools or software does
The Wall Street Journal
recommend for creating high-
quality data graphics?

While The Wall Street Journal emphasizes principles
over specific tools, common software includes Adobe
Illustrator, Tableau, Excel, and Datawrapper, which
help create precise and professional visuals aligned
with journalistic standards.

Wall Street Journal, information graphics, data visualization, presentation tips, data
storytelling, chart design, infographic best practices, data communication, visual data analysis,
presentation dos and don'ts
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