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Puerto Rico Size Comparison

Puerto Rico size comparison is a fascinating topic for travelers, geography enthusiasts, and anyone
interested in understanding the scale of this Caribbean island. Located in the northeastern Caribbean Sea,
Puerto Rico is often compared to other regions worldwide to give a better sense of its size and significance.
Whether you're planning a trip, studying geography, or just curious about how Puerto Rico stacks up
against other landmasses, understanding its size in relation to familiar locations can provide valuable
context.

Understanding the Size of Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico is an unincorporated territory of the United States, consisting of the main island itself and
several smaller islands such as Vieques, Culebra, and Mona. The total land area of Puerto Rico is
approximately 3,515 square miles (9,104 square kilometers). To put this into perspective, it ranks as the
113th largest island in the world, yet its size is surprisingly comparable to several U.S. states and other
regions.

Puerto Rico's Size in Context: Global and U.S.
Comparisons

Comparison with U.S. States
Many people find it helpful to compare Puerto Rico's size to that of U.S. states, especially since it is a U.S.
territory. Here are some relevant comparisons:

Rhode Island: Rhode Island is the smallest U.S. state with about 1,214 square miles. Puerto Rico is1.
roughly 2.9 times larger than Rhode Island.
Connecticut: Covering approximately 5,543 square miles, Connecticut is larger than Puerto Rico, but2.
not by much. Puerto Rico is slightly smaller, about 63% of Connecticut's size.
New Jersey: With 8,723 square miles, New Jersey is about 2.5 times larger than Puerto Rico.3.
Florida: The state of Florida spans approximately 65,755 square miles. Puerto Rico is significantly4.
smaller than Florida, about 5% of Florida's size.

Comparison with Other Countries
Understanding Puerto Rico's size relative to countries worldwide can be eye-opening:

Jamaica: With 4,244 square miles, Jamaica is slightly larger than Puerto Rico by about 20%.1.
Haiti: Haiti covers about 10,714 square miles, making it roughly three times larger than Puerto Rico.2.
Bahamas: The Bahamas have a total land area of approximately 5,380 square miles, making it about3.
1.5 times larger than Puerto Rico.
Singapore: Singapore's land area is about 278 square miles, which makes Puerto Rico over 12 times4.
larger than Singapore.



Comparing Puerto Rico to Other Caribbean Islands

The Caribbean is home to many islands, each with its unique size and character. Here's how Puerto Rico
compares:

Major Caribbean Islands

Cuba: The largest Caribbean island, Cuba, spans approximately 42,426 square miles—significantly1.
larger than Puerto Rico, roughly 12 times its size.
Hispaniola: Shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic, Hispaniola covers about 18,704 square miles,2.
making it about five times larger than Puerto Rico.
Jamaica: As mentioned earlier, Jamaica is about 4,244 square miles, slightly larger than Puerto Rico.3.
Bahamas: Also noted earlier, the Bahamas are around 5,380 square miles.4.

This comparison highlights Puerto Rico's relatively modest size within the Caribbean region but still
emphasizes its prominence as a key island in the area.

Geographical Features and Land Area Distribution

While overall size offers a broad perspective, understanding how Puerto Rico's land is distributed
geographically adds depth to the comparison.

Main Island Topography
- The main island of Puerto Rico is approximately 110 miles long and 35 miles wide at its widest point. -
The interior mountainous region, including the Central Mountain Range, accounts for much of the island's
rugged terrain. - Coastal plains and beaches stretch across the shoreline, covering a significant part of the
island's area.

Smaller Islands and Their Sizes
- Vieques: Around 21 square miles. - Culebra: Approximately 7 square miles. - Mona Island: About 22
square miles. These smaller islands collectively add to Puerto Rico's total land area but are minor
compared to the main island.

Implications of Size for Population and Development

Puerto Rico's size influences its population density, infrastructure, and regional diversity: - Population:
Approximately 3.2 million residents live on the main island, making it densely populated in urban areas. -
Urban Centers: San Juan, the capital, covers a relatively small area but contains a large percentage of the
population. - Rural and Mountainous Areas: The mountainous regions are less densely populated, with
communities spread across various terrains. Understanding the island's size helps explain the diversity of
environments and lifestyles across Puerto Rico.
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Visual Comparisons and Infographics

Many visual aids can help grasp Puerto Rico's size comparison: - Maps comparing Puerto Rico to U.S. states
(e.g., overlaying Puerto Rico's shape onto a map of Connecticut or Rhode Island). - Satellite imagery
illustrating the island's terrain and urban areas. - Graphs and charts showing land area comparisons with
neighboring islands and countries. These visuals make the data more accessible and engaging for a broad
audience.

Conclusion

In summary, Puerto Rico size comparison reveals that while the island may seem small, it holds a
significant place geographically and culturally. Its land area of approximately 3,515 square miles makes it
comparable to small U.S. states like Rhode Island and Connecticut and slightly larger than Caribbean
islands like Jamaica. Understanding these comparisons offers a clearer perspective on Puerto Rico's scale,
helping travelers, geographers, and curious minds appreciate its prominence within the Caribbean and
beyond. Whether considering its size relative to U.S. states, neighboring islands, or countries worldwide,
Puerto Rico's footprint is modest but impactful. Its varied landscapes, population density, and regional
diversity all contribute to making Puerto Rico a unique and captivating destination.

Puerto Rico size comparison offers a fascinating glimpse into how this Caribbean island stacks up
against various regions, countries, and territories around the world. Covering approximately 3,515 square
miles (9,104 square kilometers), Puerto Rico's landmass is modest yet significant, especially considering
its geopolitical status as a U.S. territory. Understanding its size relative to other areas provides context not
only for geographic and demographic analysis but also for economic, cultural, and political discussions.
This article explores Puerto Rico's size in detail, comparing it with other regions, examining its geographic
features, and analyzing what these comparisons reveal about the island’s role and identity in the broader
global landscape.

Understanding Puerto Rico's Geographic Size

Basic Facts and Measurements
Puerto Rico encompasses roughly 3,515 square miles (9,104 km²). Its dimensions extend approximately
100 miles (160 km) east to west and about 35 miles (56 km) north to south at its widest points. The terrain
is notably diverse, featuring mountainous regions, coastal plains, and rainforests, which shape its land use
and development patterns. In terms of population, Puerto Rico has around 3.2 million residents (as of
2023), making it one of the most densely populated territories in the Caribbean. Its size and population
density influence everything from infrastructure planning to cultural identity.

Geographical Significance of Its Size
While its landmass may seem small compared to continental giants, Puerto Rico's size is ample enough to
support a variety of ecosystems, cultural regions, and economic activities. The island’s size also influences
transportation logistics, resource management, and disaster preparedness, especially in hurricane-prone



times.

Puerto Rico Compared to U.S. States

Size in Context: How Does Puerto Rico Stack Up Against U.S.
States?
Given its status as a U.S. territory, a natural comparison is between Puerto Rico and individual U.S. states.
Here are some notable contrasts:

Rhode Island: The smallest U.S. state, Rhode Island, covers about 1,214 square miles (3,144 km²).1.
Puerto Rico is roughly 2.9 times larger than Rhode Island.
Connecticut: With around 5,543 square miles (14,357 km²), Connecticut is somewhat larger but still2.
comparable in scale to Puerto Rico, which is slightly smaller (3,515 sq mi).
Florida: Florida, a large state, spans approximately 65,755 square miles (170,312 km²), making Puerto3.
Rico about 1/19th its size.
California: The largest U.S. state, California, covers 163,696 square miles (423,970 km²), vastly4.
surpassing Puerto Rico's land area.

This comparison underscores Puerto Rico’s position as a small territory within the U.S. context — sizeable
enough to support diverse environments but limited compared to expansive states. Its landmass is similar
to some smaller states but dwarfed by most.

Implications of Size Comparison
The size comparison reveals how Puerto Rico fits into the broader U.S. framework. Its relatively small size
influences federal funding, infrastructure development, and political representation, which are often scaled
in relation to land area and population.

Global Comparisons: Puerto Rico and Other Countries

How Does Puerto Rico Measure Up Internationally?
When comparing Puerto Rico to other countries, its size becomes even more interesting:

Singapore: A global financial hub, Singapore covers about 278 square miles (721 km²). Puerto Rico is1.
approximately 12.6 times larger than Singapore.
Jamaica: An independent Caribbean nation, Jamaica spans about 4,240 square miles (10,990 km²).2.
Puerto Rico is slightly smaller than Jamaica, at roughly 83% of its size.
Cuba: The largest Caribbean island, Cuba covers approximately 42,426 square miles (109,884 km²).3.
Puerto Rico is significantly smaller—about 8% of Cuba’s size.
Switzerland: With 15,940 square miles (41,290 km²), Switzerland is about 4.5 times larger than Puerto4.
Rico.

These comparisons highlight Puerto Rico's compact size relative to large nations, especially those with
extensive landmass or varied climates.
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Size and Cultural Identity
The size of Puerto Rico, in relation to other countries, also influences its cultural diversity and regional
identities. Smaller size fosters a strong sense of community, but the island's varied
topography—mountains, beaches, rainforests—creates micro-regions with distinct histories and cultures.

Territorial and Regional Comparisons within the
Caribbean

Comparison with Nearby Territories
Within the Caribbean, Puerto Rico is neither the largest nor the smallest. For context:

Hispaniola (Haiti and Dominican Republic): The island of Hispaniola, shared by Haiti and the1.
Dominican Republic, covers about 18,704 square miles (48,442 km²). Puerto Rico is roughly 19% of
Hispaniola's size.
Cuba: As noted, Cuba's size dwarfs Puerto Rico's, emphasizing the island's limited landmass in the2.
regional context.
U.S. Virgin Islands: These territories are much smaller, with Saint Thomas and Saint John totaling3.
approximately 76 square miles (197 km²). Puerto Rico is vastly larger, about 46 times the size of the
U.S. Virgin Islands combined.

This regional comparison illustrates Puerto Rico's relative prominence in the Caribbean archipelago,
despite its modest size.

Implications for Regional Influence
Size can impact influence in regional politics, economics, and culture. Puerto Rico’s size enables it to be a
significant player in Caribbean affairs, but its limited landmass constrains certain aspects of resource
utilization and territorial expansion.

Geographical Features and Land Use Influences

Topography and Land Distribution
Puerto Rico's varied topography—mountains in the central region (the Cordillera Central), coastal plains,
and rainforests—affects how its land is used and developed:

Mountains: Covering about 60% of the island, the mountainous regions influence settlement patterns,1.
agriculture, and tourism.
Coastal plains: These areas are more densely populated and host major cities like San Juan and Ponce.2.
Rainforests and protected areas: These regions are vital for biodiversity and eco-tourism,3.
representing a significant portion of land but limited in extent.

The size and distribution of these features demonstrate how land use is adapted to the geographic realities



of Puerto Rico’s size.

Urban vs. Rural Land Use
Despite its small size, Puerto Rico has a mix of urban centers, agricultural zones, and protected natural
areas. Urban areas occupy a relatively small footprint but are densely populated, especially around San
Juan. Rural and mountainous areas are less densely populated but cover larger portions of the island,
emphasizing the importance of land management strategies that respect geographic constraints.

Conclusion: The Significance of Puerto Rico's Size in Its
Identity and Future

The size of Puerto Rico, while modest in global and regional terms, plays a crucial role in shaping its
cultural identity, economic development, and political relations. Its landmass is sufficient to support
diverse ecosystems, vibrant communities, and economic activities, yet limited enough to pose challenges
related to infrastructure, resource management, and disaster resilience. Comparisons with other
regions—whether U.S. states, Caribbean neighbors, or international countries—highlight how size
influences potential, limitations, and regional influence. Puerto Rico's relatively small footprint fosters a
unique sense of community and cultural cohesion, while also positioning it as a significant Caribbean
player. As discussions about its political status and future development continue, understanding the
geographic scale of Puerto Rico remains essential. Its size is not just a statistic; it is a fundamental aspect
of its identity, informing policies, cultural expressions, and its place in the global landscape. Moving
forward, recognizing and respecting the constraints and opportunities that come with its size will be vital
for shaping Puerto Rico’s sustainable future. In summary: - Puerto Rico's size is about 3,515 square miles
(9,104 km²). - It is comparable to small U.S. states like Connecticut and Rhode Island. - It is smaller than
many Caribbean countries like Jamaica and Cuba but larger than regional territories like the U.S. Virgin
Islands. - Its geographic features and land use are heavily influenced by its size, topography, and
ecosystem diversity. - The island’s size influences its economic potential, cultural identity, and regional
influence. Understanding Puerto Rico's size comparison provides valuable insights into its opportunities
and challenges, helping stakeholders navigate its future in a complex, interconnected world.

Questions & Answers About puerto rico size comparison

No Question Answer

1 How does Puerto Rico's size
compare to other Caribbean
islands?

Puerto Rico is one of the larger Caribbean islands, measuring
about 3,515 square miles, making it bigger than many nearby
islands like the U.S. Virgin Islands but smaller than Cuba and
Hispaniola.

2 Is Puerto Rico larger than Rhode
Island?

Yes, Puerto Rico is significantly larger than Rhode Island.
Puerto Rico covers approximately 3,515 square miles,
whereas Rhode Island is about 1,214 square miles.

3 How does Puerto Rico's land area
compare to that of New York City?

Puerto Rico's land area is about 3,515 square miles, which is
roughly 50 times larger than New York City's area of around
305 square miles.
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4 What is the size difference
between Puerto Rico and Hawaii?

Puerto Rico is smaller than Hawaii, which has a total area of
about 10,030 square miles. Puerto Rico's 3,515 square miles
make it less than half the size of Hawaii.

5 Does Puerto Rico's size make it one
of the largest islands in the
Caribbean?

Yes, Puerto Rico is one of the largest islands in the Caribbean,
ranking behind Cuba and Hispaniola in terms of land area.

6 How many times larger is Puerto
Rico compared to the U.S. state of
Delaware?

Puerto Rico is about 27 times larger than Delaware, which has
an area of approximately 2,490 square miles.

7 Is Puerto Rico's size comparable to
any U.S. states?

Puerto Rico's size is comparable to states like Connecticut or
New Jersey, but it's larger than both, with roughly three times
the size of Connecticut.

8 What is the approximate size of
Puerto Rico in comparison to the
country of Luxembourg?

Puerto Rico is about four times larger than Luxembourg,
which has an area of approximately 998 square miles.
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