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101 Questions To Ask Before You Get
Engaged

101 questions to ask before you get engaged Deciding to get engaged is one of the most
significant and exciting milestones in a person's life. It marks the beginning of a new chapter
filled with love, commitment, and shared dreams. However, before taking this monumental step,
it’s crucial to have open, honest, and thorough conversations with your partner. Asking the right
questions ensures you’re both aligned on expectations, values, and future plans, reducing the
likelihood of surprises or misunderstandings down the road. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll
explore 101 essential questions to ask before you get engaged, covering topics from values and
finances to family and future goals.

Understanding Your Partner’s Core Values and Beliefs

1. What are your core values and beliefs?

2. How do you define integrity and honesty?

3. What role does religion or spirituality play in your life?

4. Are there any moral or ethical beliefs that are non-negotiable
for you?

5. How do you handle moral dilemmas?

Communication and Conflict Resolution

6. How do you prefer to communicate when you're upset or
stressed?

7. What’s your approach to resolving conflicts?

8. Are you comfortable discussing difficult or sensitive topics?



9. How do you show love and appreciation?

10. What do you need from me when we're facing disagreements?

Financial Compatibility and Planning

11. What is your current financial situation?

12. Do you have any debt?

13. How do you feel about saving and budgeting?

14. What are your financial goals for the next 5, 10, or 20 years?

15. How should we handle finances as a couple, including joint
accounts or separate accounts?

16. Are you comfortable discussing money openly?

17. What are your expectations regarding spending and saving
habits?

Family and Parenting Expectations

18. Do you want children? If so, how many?

19. What are your thoughts on adoption or fertility treatments?

20. How involved do you want your extended family to be in our
lives?

21. What traditions or cultural practices are important to you?

22. How do you envision parenting styles?
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23. What values do you want to instill in our children?

Career and Lifestyle Goals

24. What are your career aspirations?

25. Are you willing to relocate for work or other opportunities?

26. How do you envision balancing work and personal life?

27. What hobbies or interests are important to you?

28. How do you see our lifestyle in the coming years?

Living Arrangements and Household Responsibilities

29. Do you prefer living in the city, suburbs, or rural areas?

30. Are you open to buying a home or renting?

31. How should household chores and responsibilities be divided?

32. What are your expectations regarding cleanliness and
organization?

33. Are pets part of your life plan?

Health and Wellness

34. Do you have any ongoing health concerns?

35. Are you comfortable discussing mental health and emotional
well-being?

36. How do you prioritize health and fitness?



37. Do you have any dietary restrictions or preferences?

38. How do you handle stress or difficult emotions?

Intimacy and Sexual Compatibility

39. What are your expectations regarding physical intimacy?

40. Are there any boundaries or preferences you want to discuss?

41. How important is sex in your relationship?

42. How do you handle sexual health and safety?

43. Are you comfortable discussing changes in intimacy over time?

Future Goals and Dreams

44. Where do you see yourself in five years? Ten years?

45. What are your biggest dreams and aspirations?

46. How do you want to grow as a person and as a couple?

47. Are there any travel or adventure goals you want to pursue?

48. What legacy or impact do you want to leave?

Dealing with Past Relationships and Baggage

49. What did you learn from your previous relationships?

50. Are there unresolved issues from the past that could affect us?

51. How do you handle forgiveness and moving on?
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52. Are you comfortable discussing your past openly?

Personal Growth and Self-Development

53. What are your personal growth goals?

54. How do you handle failure or setbacks?

55. Are you open to seeking help or counseling if needed?

56. How do you like to celebrate successes and milestones?

Religion, Spirituality, and Cultural Practices

57. How important is religion or spirituality to you?

58. Do you want to practice your faith together?

59. Are there cultural traditions you want to preserve or share?

60. How do you feel about interfaith relationships?

Legal and Practical Matters

61. Are there any legal considerations we should discuss, such as
prenuptial agreements?

62. How do you feel about estate planning and wills?

63. Are you comfortable with sharing personal information when
needed?

Expectations Around Social Life and Friendships

64. How much socializing do you enjoy?



65. How do you feel about spending time with friends and family
separately or together?

66. Are there boundaries regarding social events or gatherings?

67. How do you handle peer pressure or external influences?

Handling Life’s Unexpected Events

68. How would you handle a health crisis or accident?

69. What are your thoughts on dealing with financial setbacks?

70. How do you plan to support each other during tough times?

71. Are you comfortable with uncertainty about the future?

Personal Preferences and Deal-Breakers

72. What are your deal-breakers in a relationship?

73. Are there habits or behaviors you find unacceptable?

74. What are your non-negotiables?

75. What qualities do you value most in a partner?

Expectations for the Wedding and Commitment

76. What kind of wedding do you envision?

77. Are there specific cultural or religious ceremonies you want?

78. How involved do you want your family to be?



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com 101 Questions To Ask Before You Get Engaged 7

79. What does commitment mean to you?

80. Are there legal or financial arrangements you want to consider
for the wedding?

Long-Term Vision and Compatibility

81. What are your long-term visions for our life together?

82. How do you see our relationship evolving over time?

83. What are your expectations for support and independence?

84. Do your goals align with mine?

Final Considerations and Personal Reflection

85. How do you feel about getting engaged?

86. What fears or concerns do you have about marriage?

87. Are you ready for the commitments that come with marriage?

88. What questions do you have for me?

89. How do you envision our first year of marriage?

Additional Questions to Deepen Your Understanding

90. What makes you happiest in life?

101 Questions to Ask Before You Get Engaged: A Comprehensive Guide to Making Informed
Relationship Decisions Deciding to get engaged is one of the most significant milestones in a
person’s life. It signifies a commitment to a future together, shared dreams, and intertwined lives.
However, rushing into an engagement without thorough reflection and honest dialogue can lead
to misunderstandings, unmet expectations, or even heartbreak down the line. To navigate this
critical phase thoughtfully, prospective partners must ask the right questions—those that probe
beneath surface-level conversations and uncover the core values, beliefs, and compatibility



factors that will influence their long-term happiness. This article explores 101 questions to ask
before you get engaged, designed to foster meaningful discussions, reveal potential red flags, and
ensure both partners are aligned in their vision for the future. Whether you’re just starting to
consider marriage or have been together for years, these questions serve as a comprehensive
framework to evaluate your relationship from multiple angles.

Why Asking Questions Before Engagement Matters

Before diving into the list, it’s essential to understand why these questions are crucial.
Engagement is not just about love; it’s about compatibility, shared goals, and mutual respect.
Without clarity, even the strongest feelings can be undermined by differences that weren’t
addressed early on. Key reasons to ask these questions include: - Clarifying Expectations:
Ensuring both partners want similar things in life, such as children, careers, lifestyle, and
finances. - Building Trust: Honest conversations foster transparency and trust, foundational for a
healthy marriage. - Identifying Red Flags: Spotting deal-breakers or incompatible values early
prevents future conflicts. - Establishing Communication Norms: Understanding how each partner
handles conflict, expresses emotions, and supports each other. - Aligning Visions of the Future:
Making sure both partners have compatible life goals and aspirations. By approaching these
questions thoughtfully, couples can strengthen their relationship, build mutual understanding,
and make informed decisions about taking the next step.

Foundational Questions About Values and Beliefs

Understanding each other’s core beliefs and values is essential for long-term compatibility. These
questions delve into fundamental principles that influence daily life and major decisions.

1. What are your core values?

2. How do you define integrity and honesty?

3. What role does religion or spirituality play in your life?

4. Are you willing to share your faith or spiritual beliefs with your
partner?

5. How do you handle moral dilemmas?

6. What are your views on social issues and politics?



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com 101 Questions To Ask Before You Get Engaged 9

7. How important is community involvement or volunteering to
you?

8. What traditions or cultural practices are important to you?

9. How do you prioritize your family and friends?

10. What are your non-negotiables regarding personal beliefs or
ethics?

These questions help establish whether your fundamental worldviews align, which is vital for
long-term harmony.

Financial Compatibility and Money Management

Financial issues are among the most common sources of conflict in marriages. Clarifying financial
attitudes and habits beforehand can prevent surprises.

11. How do you handle money—are you spender, saver, or
balanced?

12. What is your attitude towards debt?

13. Do you have any existing debts or financial obligations?

14. How do you prefer to budget and manage expenses?

15. What are your financial goals (e.g., buying a house,
retirement, travel)?

16. How do you feel about joint versus separate bank accounts?

17. Are you comfortable discussing money openly and regularly?

18. What is your attitude towards financial risk-taking?



19. How do you plan to handle financial disagreements?

20. Do you have any inheritance or estate plans that could impact
us?

Understanding each other's financial mindset ensures transparency and helps set shared financial
goals.

Career Goals and Work-Life Balance

Career ambitions and work commitments significantly influence lifestyle and priorities.
Compatibility here is crucial for a balanced relationship.

21. What are your career aspirations?

22. How important is career advancement to you?

23. Are you willing to relocate or change jobs for opportunities?

24. How do you balance work and personal life?

25. What are your expectations around work hours and time off?

26. How supportive are you of each other’s professional goals?

27. What’s your view on one partner being the primary
breadwinner?

28. How do you handle work-related stress or conflicts?

29. Do you see your career impacting your plans for children or
family time?

30. What are your thoughts on retirement and long-term financial
planning related to your career?

Aligning career visions prevents future frustrations and ensures mutual support.
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Family Planning and Parenthood

Decisions about children profoundly shape the future. Discussing these topics upfront helps avoid
conflicts later on.

31. Do you want children? If so, how many?

32. At what age do you envision having children?

33. What are your thoughts on adoption or fertility treatments?

34. How do you feel about parenting styles and discipline?

35. What values do you want to instill in your children?

36. How involved do you expect each partner to be in child-
rearing?

37. Are you comfortable with the idea of staying home or working
after children arrive?

38. How will we handle potential fertility issues or pregnancy
complications?

39. What are your views on education and extracurricular
activities for children?

40. How do you see our family traditions or cultural practices
influencing parenting?

Shared views on parenthood help create a cohesive approach to raising children.

Living Arrangements and Lifestyle Preferences

Compatibility in daily living and lifestyle choices influences happiness and satisfaction.



41. Where do you see us living—city, suburbs, rural area?

42. What type of home do you prefer (apartment, house, condo)?

43. How important is proximity to family and friends?

44. What are your hobbies and interests?

45. How do you like to spend your free time?

46. Are you comfortable with pets? Do you want any?

47. What are your views on health and fitness routines?

48. How do you feel about socializing and hosting gatherings?

49. Do you prefer a quiet or active lifestyle?

50. How clean and organized do you like your living space?

Discussing lifestyle preferences ensures compatibility in day-to-day life.

Communication and Conflict Resolution

Healthy communication is the backbone of any successful relationship.

51. How do you express your feelings and needs?

52. What’s your approach to resolving disagreements?

53. Are you comfortable discussing difficult topics?

54. How do you handle criticism?

55. What are your communication deal-breakers?
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56. How do you prefer to receive reassurance and support?

57. Do you believe in taking breaks during arguments?

58. How do you show appreciation and gratitude?

59. Are you willing to seek couples counseling if needed?

60. What’s your style of active listening?

Strong communication skills are essential for resolving conflicts and maintaining intimacy.

Health and Wellness

Physical and mental health influence every aspect of a relationship.

61. Do you have any ongoing health issues?

62. What is your approach to mental health and self-care?

63. How important is fitness or nutrition to you?

64. Are you comfortable discussing health concerns openly?

65. How do you support each other during illness or stress?

66. Do you have any addictions or substance use habits?

67. What are your views on medical decisions and healthcare?

68. How do you handle emotional well-being and coping
mechanisms?

69. Are there any health-related habits you want to change?

70. How do you prioritize health in your daily routines?

Addressing health matters promotes mutual



Questions & Answers About 101 questions to ask before
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Question Answer

1 Why is it important to discuss
financial goals before getting
engaged?

Discussing financial goals helps ensure both partners
are aligned on spending, saving, and future financial
plans, reducing potential conflicts and building a strong
foundation of trust.

2 How can I effectively assess our
views on children and
parenting?

Have open conversations about whether you want
children, how many, parenting styles, and values to
ensure your visions for family life are compatible.

3 What are the key
communication habits to
establish before engagement?

Establish honest, respectful, and open communication,
including active listening, conflict resolution strategies,
and regular check-ins to nurture understanding.

4 How should we address
differences in religious or
cultural beliefs?

Discuss your beliefs openly, understand each other's
perspectives, and explore how these differences will
impact your life, traditions, and future plans.

5 What are the most common
deal-breakers to clarify before
engagement?

Identify and discuss non-negotiables such as lifestyle
choices, career ambitions, family involvement, or
personal boundaries to prevent future conflicts.

6 How important is compatibility
in long-term goals and life
visions?

Compatibility in long-term goals ensures both partners
are working toward shared futures, reducing
misunderstandings and aligning expectations.

7 Should we discuss our past
relationship experiences before
getting engaged?

Yes, sharing past experiences can build trust, provide
insight into each other's emotional history, and help
address any unresolved issues.

8 How can we prepare for
potential disagreements during
marriage?

Develop conflict resolution skills, agree on healthy
communication practices, and set expectations for
handling disagreements proactively.

9 What role do career ambitions
play in our readiness to get
engaged?

Discussing career ambitions helps ensure both partners
support each other's growth, and that career plans align
with your shared future.

10 How can we ensure our values
and life priorities are
compatible before saying yes?

Engage in deep conversations about core values, life
priorities, and long-term visions to confirm shared
beliefs and mutual understanding.

marriage, relationship questions, engagement tips, couple communication, wedding planning,
premarital counseling, dating advice, relationship goals, relationship checklist, love questions
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