Go Rest High On The Mountain Chords

Introduction to "Go Rest High on the Mountain™ and Its Chords

go rest high on the mountain chords is a phrase that resonates deeply with fans of country and gospel
music. The song, famously performed by the legendary Vince Gill, has touched countless hearts with its poignant
lyrics and soulful melody. Whether you're a beginner guitarist or an experienced musician, learning the chords to
this heartfelt song can be a rewarding experience. In this article, we'll explore the chords used in "Go Rest High
on the Mountain," delve into its musical structure, and provide tips to help you master this beautiful tune.

Overview of "Go Rest High on the Mountain”

"Go Rest High on the Mountain" was written by Vince Gill as a tribute to his brother, who passed away in 1993.
The song's themes of mourning, comfort, and hope have made it an enduring classic in country and gospel
repertoires. Its gentle melody and emotional lyrics make it an ideal song for acoustic guitar, allowing musicians to
express deep feelings through simple yet powerful chord progressions.

Chords Needed to Play "Go Rest High on the Mountain"

The song primarily uses common chords that are accessible to intermediate players. Here's a list of the essential
chords:

G Major
D Major
Em (E minor)
C Major
Am (A minor)
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F Major (optional, depending on arrangement)

Some arrangements may include additional chords or variations to add richness, but these form the core
harmonies of the song.

Basic Chord Progression Breakdown

Understanding the structure of "Go Rest High on the Mountain” helps in mastering its chords smoothly. Here's a
simplified overview of its main sections:

Intro

The intro features a gentle progression that sets the song's reflective tone. Typically, it uses G, D, and Em
chords.
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Verse

The verses follow a progression similarto: 1.G-D-Em-G2.G-D-C-G

Chorus

The chorus often employs: 1.D -G - D - G 2. D - G - C - G These progressions repeat, creating a soothing flow
that complements the lyrical themes.

Step-by-Step Guide to Playing the Chords

For those unfamiliar with some of these chords, here's a quick guide:

G Major

- Place your second finger on the third fret of the sixth string (E) - Place your first finger on the second fret of the
fifth string (A) - Place your third finger on the third fret of the second string (B) - Place your fourth finger on the
third fret of the first string (high E) - Strum all six strings

D Major

- Place your index finger on the second fret of the third string (G) - Place your middle finger on the second fret of
the first string (high E) - Place your ring finger on the third fret of the second string (B) - Strum from the fourth
string downward

Em (E minor)

- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the fifth string (A) - Place your ring finger on the second fret of the
fourth string (D) - Strum all six strings

C Major

- Place your index finger on the first fret of the second string (B) - Place your middle finger on the second fret of
the fourth string (D) - Place your ring finger on the third fret of the fifth string (A) - Strum from the fifth string
downward

Am (A minor)

- Place your index finger on the first fret of the second string (B) - Place your middle finger on the second fret of
the fourth string (D) - Place your ring finger on the second fret of the third string (G) - Strum from the fifth string
downward

F Major (Optional)

- Barre all strings at the first fret with your index finger - Place your middle finger on the second fret of the third
string (G) - Place your ring finger on the third fret of the fifth string (A) - Place your pinky on the third fret of the
fourth string (D) This chord can be simplified or omitted depending on your skill level and arrangement



preference.

Playing "Go Rest High on the Mountain” — Tips and Techniques

Mastering this song involves more than just knowing the chords. Here are some tips to help you deliver a
heartfelt performance:
1. Focus on Smooth Transitions

Practice moving between chords slowly, then gradually increase your speed to ensure seamless changes.

2. Use a Gentle Strumming Pattern

A soft, steady strumming pattern complements the song's emotional tone. Common patterns include: - Down-
Down-Up-Up-Down-Up - Down-Down-Down-Down Experiment to find what feels most natural.

3. Incorporate Dynamics

Vary your strumming intensity to reflect the song's mood, playing softer in verses and a bit more robust in
choruses to highlight emotional shifts.

4. Pay Attention to Lyrics and Timing

Sing along while playing to ensure your chord changes match the lyrical phrasing, enhancing the song's
emotional impact.

5. Use Capo If Necessary

Some arrangements may be easier to play with a capo. For example, placing a capo on the 3rd fret allows you to
use open chords more comfortably.

Variations and Arrangements

While the basic chords provide a foundation, many musicians add embellishments or fingerpicking patterns to
make their rendition unique. Here are some common variations:

. Adding a capo to transpose the song into different keys
. Using fingerpicking for a more delicate sound
. Incorporating sus2 or sus4 chords for added flavor
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. Playing simplified versions for beginners

Experimenting with these variations can help you find the arrangement that best suits your style.

Resources for Learning the Song

To deepen your understanding and improve your playing, consider these resources:
1. Chord Charts: Websites like Ultimate Guitar and Chordify offer detailed chord diagrams and tabs.
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2. Video Tutorials: YouTube channels dedicated to country guitar tutorials often feature "Go Rest High on the
Mountain" lessons.

3. Sheet Music: Purchasing official sheet music can provide accurate transcriptions and arrangements.

4. Playing Along: Use backing tracks or recordings to practice timing and dynamics.

Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit of the Song

Learning to play "Go Rest High on the Mountain" chords is more than just mastering a set of finger placements;
it's about connecting with the song's profound message of comfort and hope. Whether performing for an
audience or playing privately to honor a loved one, your heartfelt rendition can bring solace and inspiration. With
patience, practice, and emotion, you'll be able to capture the essence of this timeless song and share its
powerful message through your guitar. Remember, the beauty of music lies in its ability to heal and unite.
Embrace the chords, sing with conviction, and let the melody carry your feelings. Happy playing!

Go Rest High on the Mountain chords have become a timeless staple in the world of country and gospel music,
resonating deeply with listeners and musicians alike. The song, originally written and performed by Vince Gill as
a heartfelt tribute to the late Keith Whitley, has since transcended its initial emotional context to become an
anthem of comfort, hope, and spiritual reflection. Its poignant lyrics combined with a simple yet powerful chord
progression make it a favorite for guitar players of all skill levels. Whether you're a seasoned guitarist looking to
add a meaningful piece to your repertoire or a beginner seeking to understand how to interpret classic country
ballads, mastering the chords of "Go Rest High on the Mountain" offers both challenge and reward.

Understanding the Song's Composition

"Go Rest High on the Mountain” is renowned for its soulful melody and emotionally charged lyrics. The song's
structure relies on a straightforward chord progression that emphasizes its lyrical poignancy, making it
accessible yet emotionally impactful.

Chord Progression Overview

The song primarily uses a set of chords rooted in the key of D major, with some variations and embellishments
that add emotional depth. The core progression often includes: - D - G - A - Bm - G/F - Em Musicians often note
that the simplicity of these chords allows the singer's voice and lyrics to shine, creating a meditative atmosphere.

Key Features of the Chord Arrangement

- Repetition: The recurring progression reinforces the song's meditative quality. - Use of Suspended and Minor
Chords: These add emotional tension and release, especially with chords like Bm and G/F. - Strumming Pattern:
A gentle, slow strum pattern complements the song's reflective mood, although fingerpicking is also common for
added intimacy.

Chords and Their Symbols Explained

For musicians unfamiliar with some of the chords, especially the more nuanced ones like G/F, understanding
their structure is essential.



Basic chords used in "Go Rest High on the Mountain"

-DMajor:D-F-A-GMajor:G-B-D-AMajor: A-C-E-Bm (Bminor):B-D-F-Em (Eminor):E-G-B

Chords that add complexity or emotional nuance

- G/F: This is a slash chord indicating a G major chord with an F bass. It adds a descending bass line effect,
which enriches the harmonic texture. G/F notes: G - B - D (chord) with F in the bass.

Playing the Chords: Techniques and Tips

Mastering "Go Rest High on the Mountain" involves not just knowing the chords but also understanding how to
play them with feeling.
Strumming Patterns

- A common pattern is a slow, even downstroke with emphasis on certain beats to match the song's reflective
mood. - Alternatively, fingerpicking can be used to create a more intimate feel, emphasizing the melody and the
emotional weight of each phrase.

Chord Transitions

- Practice smooth transitions between chords, especially moving into and out of G/F, which can be tricky for
beginners. - Use slow practice sessions to internalize the changes, gradually increasing speed without sacrificing
clarity.

Capo Usage

- Some players use a capo to match the key to their vocal range or to simplify fingerings. - The original recording
is typically played without a capo, but adjusting the capo position can make singing and playing easier.

Interpretations and Variations

While the original chords are widely used, many musicians have created their own variations to add personal
expression.

Common Variations

- Incorporating fingerpicking patterns for a softer, more delicate sound. - Adding embellishments like hammer-
ons, pull-offs, or slides to make transitions more expressive. - Using capos on different frets to alter the key and
suit different vocal ranges.

Playing in Different Keys

- Transposing the song to suit different vocal ranges involves shifting chords accordingly. - For example, moving
the capo to the 2nd fret and playing the same chord shapes can raise the pitch by two semitones.
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Pros and Cons of Playing "Go Rest High on the Mountain" Chords

Pros

- Emotional Depth: The chord structure supports the heartfelt lyrics, making it a powerful piece for both solo and
group performances. - Accessibility: The core chords are straightforward, suitable for beginner and intermediate
guitarists. - Versatility: Can be adapted with various strumming or picking styles to suit different moods. -
Expressiveness: The harmonic choices allow for dynamic playing, from gentle strumming to expressive
fingerpicking.

Cons

- Chord Difficulties: Some chords like G/F may challenge beginners, requiring careful finger placement. - Limited
Complexity: The simple progression might feel too repetitive for advanced players seeking more intricate
harmonies. - Emotional Intensity: The song's solemn nature may not fit casual or upbeat settings.

Learning Resources and Tips

To effectively learn and interpret "Go Rest High on the Mountain™ chords, consider the following resources: -
Video Tutorials: Many guitar instructors offer step-by-step lessons demonstrating strumming, picking, and chord
transitions. - Chord Charts: Printable diagrams help visualize finger placements. - Practice Backing Tracks:
Playing along with recordings enhances timing and emotional expression. - Sheet Music and Tabs: For those
interested in detailed arrangements or variations.

Conclusion: Why "Go Rest High on the Mountain" Chords Matter

Mastering the chords of "Go Rest High on the Mountain" opens the door to a deeper appreciation of its emotional
and musical depth. The song's straightforward harmonic foundation provides a platform for expressive playing
and heartfelt singing. Its emotional resonance makes it a compelling choice for performances in a variety of
settings, from church gatherings to personal reflection sessions. Whether you choose to play it simply or add
your own embellishments, understanding its chords enriches your musical journey and connects you to a song
that has touched countless lives. In summary, the chords of "Go Rest High on the Mountain" are a testament to
the power of simplicity in music—where a few well-chosen notes and progressions can evoke profound emotion.
With patience and practice, musicians can bring this beautiful song to life, honoring its legacy and sharing its
message of solace and hope.

Questions & Answers About go rest high on the mountain chords

No Question Answer

1 What are the basic chords used in The song primarily uses chords such as G, C, D, and Em, which
'Go Rest High on the Mountain'? are common in many country and gospel songs.

2 Is 'Go Rest High on the Mountain' Yes, the song features relatively simple chords and strumming
suitable for beginner guitar players? | patterns, making it accessible for beginners with some practice.




3 Where can | find the official chord
sheet for 'Go Rest High on the
Mountain'?

Official chord sheets are available on music websites like
Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and in songbooks dedicated to Vince
Gill's music.

4 | What is the tuning required for
playing 'Go Rest High on the
Mountain'?

The song is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), but
some artists prefer alternate tunings for a different sound—be
sure to check the version you're learning.

5 Are there any online tutorials for
playing 'Go Rest High on the
Mountain'?

Yes, numerous tutorials are available on YouTube, offering step-
by-step instructions for beginners and advanced players alike.

6 | What is the significance of the lyrics
in 'Go Rest High on the Mountain'?

The song is a heartfelt tribute to lost loved ones, expressing
mourning, comfort, and the hope of eternal peace in heaven.

7 | Can | play 'Go Rest High on the
Mountain' as a solo acoustic
performance?

Absolutely, the song's emotional depth makes it a powerful solo
piece for acoustic guitar, especially when combined with heartfelt
vocals.

8 Are there any variations in the
chords used in different versions of
'Go Rest High on the Mountain'?

Some artists may add embellishments or slight chord variations,
but the core progression remains consistent across most
versions.

Glen Campbell, country music, lyrics, acoustic guitar, song chords, country guitar tabs, country lyrics, Nashville,

classic country, guitar lesson
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