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He Came To Set The Captives

He came to set the captives is a profound phrase rooted in biblical scripture, symbolizing the mission of Jesus Christ to bring liberation,
healing, and freedom to those bound by sin, oppression, and despair. This powerful declaration echoes throughout Christian theology and
inspires countless believers to understand the transformative power of Christ’s ministry. In this article, we will explore the meaning behind
this phrase, its biblical foundation, and how it applies to the lives of believers today.

Understanding the Biblical Foundation of "He Came to Set the Captives"

The Origin in Scripture

The phrase "He came to set the captives" is closely associated with Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18, where Jesus explicitly states His mission:

Isaiah 61:1 (KJV): "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek;1.
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound."
Luke 4:18 (KJV): "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to2.
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised."

These passages underscore Jesus' divine mission: to bring liberation to those who are spiritually, emotionally, or physically imprisoned.

The Meaning of "Captives" in Biblical Context

In biblical terms, "captives" extend beyond physical imprisonment. They symbolize:

Spiritual bondage caused by sin1.
Oppression from evil forces2.
Emotional and mental captivity rooted in despair or trauma3.



Cycles of addiction or destructive behaviors4.

The overarching theme is liberation—Jesus’ purpose is to free individuals from all forms of bondage that hinder their relationship with God
and their well-being.

The Mission of Jesus: Coming to Set the Captives Free

Jesus’ Ministry as a Liberation Movement

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated His intent to free captives through miracles, teachings, and ultimately His sacrifice on
the cross. His mission was revolutionary, challenging societal and spiritual chains that oppressed people.

Key Acts Demonstrating His Mission

Some pivotal moments illustrating His role in setting captives free include:

The Healing of the Blind Man (John 9): Restoring sight symbolizes spiritual enlightenment and liberation from darkness.1.
The Woman at the Well (John 4): Breaking social and emotional captivity through acceptance and salvation.2.
The Liberation of the Demon-Possessed (Mark 5:1-20): Demonstrating authority over demonic spirits, freeing individuals from3.
spiritual bondage.

These acts showcase Jesus’ compassion and active role in restoring freedom to those oppressed.

Applying "He Came to Set the Captives" in Today's Context

Spiritual Freedom and Salvation

At its core, the phrase emphasizes the importance of spiritual salvation through Jesus Christ. For believers, this means:
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Receiving forgiveness for sins1.
Experiencing renewal of the mind and heart2.
Living free from guilt, shame, and spiritual bondage3.

The Gospel offers hope and a pathway to liberation from the chains of sin.

Healing Emotional and Psychological Bondage

Many people today face emotional and mental captivity due to trauma, depression, anxiety, or addiction. The message of Christ’s mission
encourages believers and seekers to:

Seek healing through faith, prayer, and community1.
Find freedom from guilt, shame, and emotional pain2.
Experience restoration and wholeness in Christ3.

Church ministries often focus on counseling and deliverance, helping individuals break free from mental and emotional captivity.

Breaking Societal and Cultural Oppression

The message also resonates in the fight against systemic injustices, including racism, poverty, and discrimination. Christians are called to:

Advocate for justice and equality1.
Support initiatives that empower the oppressed2.
Live out the love of Christ through acts of kindness and service3.

In this way, the church and individual believers participate in Jesus’ mission to set captives free in societal realms.



The Role of Faith and Action in Setting the Captives Free

Faith as the Foundation

Belief in Jesus Christ is fundamental to experiencing liberation. Scripture affirms that:

Faith unlocks the power of God to transform lives (Ephesians 2:8-9)1.
Trusting in His promises brings freedom from spiritual captivity2.

A committed faith journey involves prayer, study of the Word, and reliance on the Holy Spirit.

Practical Steps to Embrace the Mission

Setting the captives free requires active involvement. Practical steps include:

Sharing the Gospel with others1.
Providing support through counseling and mentorship2.
Engaging in community outreach and social justice initiatives3.
Praying for those who are oppressed or in bondage4.
Living a Christ-centered life that exemplifies freedom and love5.

These actions demonstrate the church's and believers' commitment to fulfilling Jesus' mission.

Testimonies of Liberation and Transformation

Personal Stories of Freedom

Many individuals have experienced profound liberation through faith in Christ. Their stories often include:
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Overcoming addiction through prayer and support groups1.
Healing from emotional trauma after accepting Christ2.
Deliverance from demonic oppression through prayer and spiritual authority3.

Such testimonies serve as powerful evidence of Jesus’ mission to set the captives free.

Impact on Communities and Nations

Beyond individual stories, entire communities have experienced renewal when the Gospel is actively preached and lived out. Initiatives like
revival meetings, outreach programs, and faith-based social services contribute to societal liberation.

Conclusion: Embracing the Mission of Liberation

The phrase "He came to set the captives" encapsulates the core of Jesus Christ’s earthly mission—offering hope, healing, and freedom
to those bound by various forms of captivity. Whether spiritually, emotionally, or socially, the message remains relevant and powerful today.
Believers are called to continue His work by sharing the Gospel, advocating for justice, and living lives that reflect the freedom Christ
provides. As followers of Christ, understanding that He came to set the captives free encourages us to embrace His mission wholeheartedly,
knowing that through faith and action, lives can be transformed, and chains can be broken. The journey of liberation is ongoing, and with
Christ at the center, victory over every form of captivity is possible.

He Came to Set the Captives: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction to "He Came to Set the Captives"

"He Came to Set the Captives" is a compelling autobiography penned by Dan Corner, exploring the transformative power of the Holy Spirit,
spiritual warfare, and the profound experiences of deliverance. First published in 1988, this book has since become a staple for those
interested in spiritual warfare, evangelism, and testimonies of divine intervention. It combines biblical insights, personal stories, and practical
guidance, making it both an inspiring and instructive read for believers seeking a deeper understanding of spiritual authority and freedom.



Background and Context

Author's Journey

Dan Corner’s journey into spiritual warfare began with a personal encounter with the Holy Spirit and a desire to understand the biblical basis
for deliverance. His experiences, coupled with intensive study and prayer, led him to write this comprehensive account of how Christ's power
can liberate individuals from demonic oppression.

Purpose of the Book

The primary aim of "He Came to Set the Captives" is to: - Educate believers about spiritual warfare and the reality of demons. - Provide
biblical support for deliverance ministries. - Share testimonies of individuals freed from demonic influences. - Equip Christians to recognize
and confront spiritual bondage.

Core Themes and Biblical Foundations

Spiritual Warfare in Scripture

The book intricately weaves biblical passages to establish the reality of spiritual warfare: - Ephesians 6:12 emphasizes that our struggle is
not against flesh and blood but against spiritual forces. - Mark 5:1-20 recounts Jesus casting out a legion of demons from the Gerasene
man, illustrating Jesus’ authority over evil spirits. - Luke 4:18-19 highlights Jesus’ mission to set the oppressed free. This biblical framework
underscores the legitimacy of deliverance as part of Christian ministry.

Understanding Demonic Influence

Corner discusses how demons can influence various aspects of a person's life, including: - Emotional distress - Physical ailments -
Addictions - Obsessive thoughts - Oppression or possession He emphasizes that not all suffering is due to demonic activity but advocates
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discernment through biblical guidance.

The Role of Jesus Christ

Central to the book is the affirmation that Jesus Christ is the ultimate authority over demons. Deliverance is not achieved through rituals or
human effort alone but through faith and authority in Christ’s name.

Structure and Content Breakdown

Personal Testimonies

A significant portion of the book features detailed stories of individuals who experienced spiritual bondage and their subsequent deliverance.
These testimonies serve multiple purposes: - Demonstrate the reality of demonic influence. - Show the subtlety with which oppression can
manifest. - Highlight the power of faith and prayer in overcoming evil spirits. Some notable stories include: - A woman freed from persistent
depression after deliverance prayer. - A young man liberated from addiction through spiritual authority. - Cases of physical healing following
deliverance.

Practical Guidance and Steps

Corner provides a step-by-step approach to deliverance, including: 1. Assessment: Recognizing signs of demonic influence. 2. Preparation:
Ensuring spiritual readiness through prayer and fasting. 3. Authority in Jesus’ Name: Using biblical commands to cast out demons. 4.
Renouncing Sin: Addressing any open doors to demonic influence. 5. Follow-up: Maintaining spiritual health post-deliverance. He
emphasizes that deliverance is often a process, not a one-time event, requiring ongoing spiritual discipline.

Common Myths and Misconceptions Addressed

The book tackles several misconceptions: - Demon possession vs. oppression: Clarifying that most believers are oppressed rather than



possessed. - Deliverance as superstition: Affirming biblical support for exorcism and spiritual authority. - Fear of demons: Encouraging
believers to operate in faith, not fear.

Critical Analysis of the Book

Strengths

- Biblical Depth: Corner’s extensive scriptural references ground his teachings firmly in Scripture. - Practical Application: The step-by-step
approach makes deliverance approachable for believers. - Personal Testimonies: These stories add credibility and relatability, inspiring
hope. - Holistic View: Addresses emotional, physical, and spiritual aspects of deliverance.

Potential Limitations

- Cultural Context: Some practices may reflect specific Pentecostal or Charismatic traditions, which might not resonate universally. -
Emphasis on Demonology: Critics may argue that the focus on demons could overshadow the sufficiency of Christ’s victory. - Risk of
Misapplication: Without proper discernment, some readers might attempt deliverance prematurely or incorrectly.

Reception and Impact

The book has been influential within Pentecostal and Charismatic circles, often cited in deliverance ministries. Its straightforward language
and biblical emphasis have made it a popular resource for pastors, counselors, and laypeople alike. It has also sparked discussions about
the nature of spiritual warfare and the importance of spiritual authority in the Christian life.

Implications for Modern Christianity
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Reinforcing Spiritual Authority

The book underscores that believers are empowered through Christ to confront spiritual darkness. It encourages Christians to take their
authority seriously and to stand firm against evil influences.

Deliverance as Part of Discipleship

Corner advocates for integrating deliverance into broader discipleship and pastoral care, emphasizing that spiritual freedom contributes to
spiritual maturity.

Encouraging Discernment and Vigilance

It calls believers to be vigilant, discerning signs of spiritual attack, and proactive in seeking God's intervention.

Conclusion: Is "He Came to Set the Captives" Worth Reading?

"He Came to Set the Captives" remains a significant work within the genre of spiritual warfare literature. Its biblical foundation, vivid
testimonies, and practical steps make it a valuable resource for believers eager to understand and engage in spiritual deliverance. While
readers should approach with discernment—recognizing cultural nuances and ensuring biblical alignment—the book offers a compelling call
to spiritual authority and freedom through Christ. It encourages believers to walk confidently in the victory that Jesus has already secured,
empowering them to see the captives set free and lives transformed. In summary, whether you are new to the topic or seeking to deepen
your understanding of spiritual warfare, this book provides a comprehensive, biblically grounded, and inspiring perspective on the power of
Jesus Christ to liberate and restore.



Questions & Answers About he came to set the captives

No Question Answer

1 What does the phrase 'He came to set the
captives free' mean in a spiritual context?

It signifies that Jesus Christ came to deliver people from bondage, sin, and
spiritual oppression, offering freedom and salvation to those held captive by sin or
darkness.

2 Which biblical verse is most associated with
'He came to set the captives free'?

Luke 4:18, where Jesus declares, 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor...to set the oppressed free.'

3 How is the phrase 'He came to set the
captives free' used in modern Christian
worship and sermons?

It is often used to emphasize Jesus' mission of liberation, encouraging believers
to seek spiritual freedom, healing, and deliverance from various forms of
bondage.

4 What are some examples of 'captivity' that
believers seek to be set free from today?

Examples include addiction, depression, spiritual darkness, oppression, fear, and
bondage to sinful habits.

5 How can believers apply the message 'He
came to set the captives free' in their daily
lives?

By trusting in Jesus' power to deliver, praying for freedom, and actively seeking
spiritual growth and healing from areas of bondage.

6 Are there any historical or cultural references
related to the phrase 'He came to set the
captives free'?

Yes, it has been used in various social justice movements, symbolizing liberation
from oppression, slavery, or unjust systems, inspired by biblical themes.

7 What role does faith play in the belief that
Jesus came to set the captives free?

Faith is essential, as it is through belief in Jesus' power and promises that
individuals experience spiritual liberation and transformation.

8 Can 'He came to set the captives free' be
applied to mental health struggles?

Yes, many believers see it as a reassurance that Jesus can bring healing and
freedom from mental and emotional bondage through faith, prayer, and support.

9 How does the concept of spiritual captivity
relate to social or political liberation
movements?

It draws parallels between spiritual freedom in Christianity and the fight against
social injustices like slavery, oppression, and inequality, emphasizing liberation
for all.
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10 What is the significance of 'setting the captives
free' in Christian evangelism?

It highlights the core message of salvation and liberation through Jesus,
motivating believers to share the gospel to bring freedom to others.

redeem, deliverance, freedom, salvation, liberation, rescue, emancipation, spiritual awakening, breaking chains, salvation plan
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