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Heparin Infusion Preparation
Heparin infusion preparation is a critical process in healthcare settings, particularly in hospitals and clinics,
where precise management of anticoagulation therapy is essential. Proper preparation ensures accurate dosing,
maintains patient safety, and minimizes the risk of complications such as bleeding or thrombosis. This
comprehensive guide aims to provide healthcare professionals with detailed steps, best practices, and essential
considerations for effective heparin infusion preparation.

Understanding Heparin and Its Clinical Uses
Before diving into the preparation process, it's important to understand what heparin is and why it’s used.

What Is Heparin?
Heparin is an anticoagulant medication that prevents the formation of blood clots by activating antithrombin III,
which in turn inhibits thrombin and factor Xa. It is commonly administered via intravenous infusion for rapid
anticoagulation.

Clinical Indications for Heparin Infusion
Heparin infusion is indicated in various scenarios, including:

Deep vein thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE)1.
Acute coronary syndrome (ACS)2.
Prevention of clot formation during surgeries or hemodialysis3.
Management of disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC)4.

Preparation of Heparin Infusion: Step-by-Step Guide
Preparing heparin infusion correctly is vital for effective therapy and patient safety. The process involves careful
calculation, aseptic technique, and proper labeling.

1. Review Physician Orders and Protocols
Before starting:

Verify the physician’s order for heparin infusion, including dosage, infusion rate, and any specific1.
instructions.
Check hospital protocols or institutional guidelines for standard concentration and infusion rates.2.
Review patient's laboratory values, especially activated partial thromboplastin time (aPTT), to guide dosing3.
adjustments.

2. Gather Necessary Supplies and Equipment
Ensure all items are sterile and ready:

Heparin vials (concentrations vary, commonly 1000 units/mL or 25,000 units/250 mL)1.
Syringes and needles for withdrawal2.
Sterile IV tubing compatible with infusion pump or gravity setup3.
Sterile normal saline (0.9% NaCl) for dilution4.



Alcohol swabs for antiseptic procedures5.
Labels for infusion bags6.
Infusion pump (if used) for precise control7.

3. Calculate Dosage and Prepare the Heparin Solution
Accurate calculation is crucial:

Determine the total units required per hour based on the order and patient weight if applicable.1.
Calculate the volume of stock solution needed to achieve the desired units per mL.2.
Example: If the order is 1000 units/hour and using a 1000 units/mL stock, prepare an infusion accordingly.3.

Example Calculation: Suppose the order is 20 units/kg/hour for a patient weighing 70 kg:

Total units per hour = 20 x 70 = 1400 units1.
If using a 1000 units/mL stock, you need 1.4 mL of heparin to deliver 1400 units.2.
Dilute this in compatible IV fluid, such as 250 mL of normal saline, to prepare the infusion bag.3.

4. Dilution of Heparin
Proper dilution ensures consistent infusion rates:

Withdraw the calculated volume of heparin from the vial using a sterile syringe.1.
Inject the heparin into an IV bag containing the appropriate diluent (usually normal saline).2.
Mix gently to ensure uniform distribution.3.
Label the infusion bag with medication name, concentration, and infusion rate.4.

5. Prime the Infusion Line
Before connecting to the patient:

Prime the IV tubing to remove air bubbles, which can cause embolism.1.
Use sterile technique to prevent contamination.2.

6. Set Up the Infusion
Configure the infusion device:

Attach the prepared infusion bag to the IV pump or set up gravity infusion.1.
Set the infusion rate according to the physician’s order or established protocol.2.
Verify all settings twice before starting the infusion.3.

Monitoring and Safety Considerations During Heparin
Infusion
Proper preparation is only part of safe heparin therapy. Continuous monitoring is essential.

Laboratory Monitoring
Regular tests help maintain therapeutic levels:

aPTT: Usually checked every 6 hours initially, then daily once stable.1.
Platelet counts: Monitor for heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT).2.
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Other coagulation parameters: As indicated by the clinical scenario.3.

Assessing for Complications
Be vigilant for signs of bleeding or thrombosis:

Unusual bleeding from gums, urine, or stool1.
Signs of bleeding at injection sites2.
Signs of new or worsening thrombosis3.

Adjusting the Infusion
Based on lab results and patient response:

Modify the infusion rate as per protocols.1.
Discontinue or hold the infusion if adverse effects occur.2.
Communicate promptly with the healthcare team.3.

Documentation and Patient Education
Accurate documentation ensures continuity of care:

Record the amount of heparin prepared, infusion rate, and start time.1.
Note laboratory results and any dose adjustments.2.
Document patient responses and any adverse events.3.

Educating the patient:

Inform about the purpose of heparin therapy.1.
Explain signs of bleeding or thrombosis to watch for.2.
Advise on activity restrictions if applicable.3.

Conclusion
Effective heparin infusion preparation requires meticulous attention to detail, adherence to protocols, and
ongoing patient monitoring. From calculating the correct dosage to ensuring sterile technique and proper
labeling, each step plays a vital role in delivering safe and effective anticoagulation therapy. By following best
practices and maintaining vigilant observation, healthcare providers can optimize patient outcomes and
minimize risks associated with heparin therapy. Remember: Always stay updated with institutional guidelines,
manufacturer instructions, and current clinical evidence to ensure the highest standards of care in heparin
infusion preparation.

Heparin infusion preparation is a critical component of anticoagulant therapy in various clinical settings,
including intensive care units, cardiac surgeries, and management of thromboembolic disorders. Proper
preparation ensures accurate dosing, maintains patient safety, and optimizes therapeutic outcomes. As a high-
alert medication, heparin requires meticulous attention to detail during preparation and administration. This
guide provides a comprehensive overview of the steps, safety considerations, and best practices involved in
heparin infusion preparation, suitable for healthcare professionals committed to delivering safe and effective
patient care.

Understanding Heparin and Its Clinical Significance

Heparin is an injectable anticoagulant used to prevent and treat blood clots. It works by activating antithrombin
III, which inhibits thrombin and factor Xa, thereby reducing clot formation. Its use spans various clinical



scenarios, including deep vein thrombosis (DVT), pulmonary embolism (PE), myocardial infarction, and during
certain surgical procedures.

Because of its narrow therapeutic window and potential for serious adverse effects like bleeding, precise
preparation and administration are essential. Ensuring correct concentration, accurate dosing, and adherence to
protocols minimizes risks and maximizes therapeutic benefits.

Key Principles in Heparin Infusion Preparation

Before diving into detailed steps, it’s essential to grasp core principles:

Dose accuracy: Calculations must be precise, considering patient-specific factors.1.
Sterility: Strict aseptic technique prevents contamination.2.
Proper labeling: Clear, accurate labels prevent medication errors.3.
Compatibility: Heparin solutions must be compatible with infusion devices and other IV medications.4.
Monitoring: Ongoing assessment of coagulation parameters (like aPTT) guides therapy adjustments.5.

Step-by-Step Guide to Heparin Infusion Preparation

Gather Necessary Equipment and Supplies1.

Ensure all materials are ready before starting:

Vial of heparin sodium (concentration varies; common concentrations include 1000 units/mL or 10,0001.
units/mL)
Sterile syringes (usually 1 mL or 10 mL)2.
Alcohol swabs3.
Sterile gloves4.
IV infusion bag (preferably sterile saline or dextrose solution)5.
Infusion pump or controller6.
Labeling materials7.
Calculation tools (calculator, infusion pump settings)8.

Verify Prescription and Order Details1.

Confirm the prescribed heparin dose (units/hour)1.
Check patient weight, renal function, and coagulation status2.
Review the order for specific concentration, infusion rate, and duration3.

Calculate the Required Heparin Dose and Volume1.

Accurate calculations are vital. The typical steps include:

Determine the total units needed per hour: Based on the physician’s order.1.
Select the concentration: For example, if using a 1000 units/mL vial.2.
Calculate the volume to be infused:3.

Volume (mL) = Total units needed per hour / Concentration (units/mL)

Example:

If the order is 18 units/kg/hour for a 70 kg patient:

Total units per hour = 18 x 70 = 1260 units1.
Using a 1000 units/mL concentration:2.

Volume to infuse per hour = 1260 / 1000 ≈ 1.26 mL

Prepare the Heparin Solution1.

Aseptic Technique: Perform hand hygiene and don sterile gloves.1.
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Check the Vial: Verify medication name, concentration, expiration date, and integrity.2.
Disinfect the Vial: Wipe the rubber stopper with an alcohol swab.3.
Withdraw the Correct Dose:4.
Attach a sterile syringe, draw air equal to the volume to be withdrawn.5.
Insert the needle into the vial, inject air, then withdraw the calculated volume of heparin.6.
Dilution (if necessary):7.
Some protocols require diluting heparin into infusion fluids.8.
For example, drawing 1.26 mL of heparin into a syringe and injecting into a sterile infusion bag containing9.
saline or dextrose.

Prepare the Infusion Bag1.

Select the Appropriate IV Fluid: Usually sterile normal saline or dextrose 5%.1.
Add Heparin to the Infusion Fluid:2.
Inject the calculated heparin dose into the infusion bag.3.
Gently mix without creating bubbles.4.
Label the Bag Clearly:5.
Include drug name, concentration, infusion rate, patient identifier, date, and time.6.

Program the Infusion Pump1.

Set the infusion pump according to the calculated rate.1.
Double-check pump settings against calculations.2.
Confirm the infusion rate in mL/hour matches the prescribed units/hour based on the concentration.3.

Verify and Document1.

Cross-check all calculations, labels, and pump settings with a second qualified healthcare professional.1.
Document the preparation process, including lot numbers, expiration dates, and batch details.2.
Record the start time and initial infusion parameters in the patient’s medical record.3.

Safety Considerations in Heparin Infusion Preparation

Double-Check Calculations1.

Always verify calculations with a second nurse or pharmacist to prevent dosing errors—especially in high-risk
medications like heparin.

Aseptic Technique1.

Maintain strict aseptic technique throughout preparation to avoid contamination that could lead to infections.

Proper Labeling1.

Labels should include:

Name of medication1.
Concentration2.
Infusion rate3.
Date and time prepared4.
Expiration date (if applicable)5.
Prepared by and verified by6.

Monitoring and Adjustment1.

Regular monitoring of activated partial thromboplastin time (aPTT) is essential to adjust infusion rates and
maintain therapeutic anticoagulation.

Recognize and Manage Adverse Reactions1.



Be vigilant for signs of bleeding, heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT), or allergic reactions. Prompt
recognition and intervention are crucial.

Best Practices and Tips for Effective Heparin Infusion Preparation

Use standardized protocols: Follow institutional guidelines for heparin therapy.1.
Maintain communication: Collaborate with pharmacists and physicians regarding dosing and adjustments.2.
Keep up-to-date: Regularly review training on medication safety and infusion techniques.3.
Ensure proper documentation: Accurate records facilitate safety and accountability.4.
Perform periodic competency assessments: Regular training ensures staff proficiency.5.

Conclusion

Heparin infusion preparation demands precision, vigilance, and adherence to safety protocols. From calculating
the correct dose based on patient weight and clinical indications to maintaining aseptic technique during
preparation, each step is vital to ensure safe and effective therapy. Proper training, thorough verification, and
ongoing monitoring foster optimal patient outcomes while minimizing risks. Healthcare professionals committed
to best practices in heparin infusion preparation play a pivotal role in delivering high-quality care in complex
clinical environments.

Remember: Always consult your institution’s policies, protocols, and the latest clinical guidelines when
preparing and administering heparin infusions.

Questions & Answers About heparin infusion
preparation

No Question Answer

1 What are the key steps in preparing
a heparin infusion?

The key steps include verifying the order, gathering the correct
concentration of heparin, performing proper aseptic technique,
calculating the correct infusion rate based on patient weight and
protocol, diluting the heparin as needed, and confirming the
infusion rate before administration.

2 How do you calculate the initial
infusion rate for heparin?

The initial infusion rate is typically calculated using the patient's
weight and the prescribed dosage, often based on a protocol like
18 units/kg/hour. The formula involves converting the dose to
mL/hour using the concentration of the prepared solution to
ensure accurate delivery.

3 What are common concentrations of
heparin used for infusion
preparation?

Common concentrations include 25,000 units in 250 mL of
Dextrose 5% or saline, resulting in a concentration of 100
units/mL. The choice depends on institutional protocols and
patient-specific factors.

4 What safety checks are essential
before starting a heparin infusion?

Safety checks include verifying the patient identity, confirming
the medication order, ensuring correct dose and concentration,
double-checking calculations, and confirming proper infusion
rate and infusion site for signs of bleeding or complications.

5 How often should a heparin infusion
be monitored and adjusted?

Heparin infusions are typically monitored every 6 hours with
activated partial thromboplastin time (aPTT) levels to ensure
therapeutic anticoagulation, and adjustments are made based
on these results and clinical assessment.

6 What are the common errors to
avoid during heparin infusion
preparation?

Common errors include incorrect calculations, using the wrong
concentration, contamination during preparation, improper
labeling, and administering an incorrect infusion rate. Strict
adherence to protocols and double-checking calculations reduce
these risks.
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7 What equipment is needed for
heparin infusion preparation?

Necessary equipment includes sterile gloves, syringes, infusion
pumps, IV tubing, alcohol swabs, proper dilution fluids (saline or
Dextrose), and appropriate labeling materials.

8 How should leftover heparin solution
be handled after preparation?

Leftover heparin solution should be discarded according to
institutional protocols to prevent contamination or dosing errors.
It should not be reused or stored for future use.

9 What are the signs of heparin
overdose that healthcare providers
should monitor for?

Signs include unexplained bleeding, bruising, hematuria,
gastrointestinal bleeding, or bleeding at insertion sites. Regular
monitoring of aPTT and platelet counts help detect overdose
early.

heparin infusion, anticoagulant therapy, infusion preparation, heparin dosing, syringe preparation, sterile
technique, anticoagulation monitoring, IV infusion setup, heparin concentration, infusion rate
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