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The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is a captivating and culturally rich deck that blends the mystical traditions of Voodoo with
the archetypal imagery of tarot, offering a unique tool for divination, self-discovery, and spiritual insight. Rooted in the
vibrant history and spiritual practices of New Orleans, this tarot deck provides a window into the mystical world of Voodoo,
combining symbolism, folklore, and spiritual wisdom.

Understanding the Origins of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot

Historical and Cultural Background
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot was created by author and spiritual teacher Lilith Dorsey and artist Marie D. Jones. It draws
inspiration from the rich tapestry of African, Caribbean, and Louisiana Voodoo traditions that have flourished in New Orleans
for centuries. This deck aims to honor and preserve these spiritual practices, making them accessible to modern
practitioners and tarot enthusiasts alike. Voodoo, often misunderstood in mainstream media, is a deeply spiritual and
community-oriented religion that emphasizes connection with ancestors, spirits, and the natural world. The deck
encapsulates this spiritual ethos through powerful imagery and symbolism.

The Creative Vision Behind the Deck
Lilith Dorsey’s intention was to create a tarot deck that: - Reflects authentic Voodoo spirituality - Incorporates diverse
cultural symbols and practices - Serves as a tool for empowerment and healing - Offers a bridge between traditional Voodoo
and contemporary tarot reading Marie D. Jones’s artwork vividly captures the mysticism and vibrancy of New Orleans,
making each card a visual feast that invites introspection and intuition.

Features and Structure of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot

Deck Composition
The deck contains 78 cards, similar to traditional tarot decks, divided into: - Major Arcana (22 cards): Representing
significant spiritual lessons and archetypes. - Minor Arcana (56 cards): Divided into four suits, each associated with different
aspects of life and spiritual themes.

Suits and Their Correspondences
The suits in this deck are uniquely themed around Voodoo concepts:

Voodoo: Corresponds to Cups, emphasizing emotions, relationships, and spiritual connection.1.
Loa: Corresponds to Wands, representing energy, power, and action.2.
Gris-Gris: Corresponds to Pentacles, focusing on material well-being, health, and security.3.
Veves: Corresponds to Swords, symbolizing intellect, conflict, and decision-making.4.

Unique Card Designs and Symbolism
Each card features vibrant artwork that integrates traditional Voodoo symbols, African-inspired motifs, and New Orleans
cultural elements. For example: - The card of Papa Legba, the guardian of gateways, depicts a spiritual figure with keys,
symbolizing access to higher wisdom. - The Loa cards often showcase colorful representations of spirits, drums, and ritual
objects. - The Veves cards incorporate sacred symbols, such as the veve patterns, which serve as spiritual emblems used in



Voodoo rituals.

Using the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot for Divination

Reading Techniques
The deck can be used in various ways, including: - Single Card Draw: For daily guidance or insight into specific questions. -
Three-Card Spread: To explore past, present, and future or mind, body, and spirit. - Celtic Cross or Custom Spreads: For
more detailed readings. Practitioners often incorporate Voodoo rituals, offerings, or prayer to enhance their connection with
the spirits during readings.

Interpreting the Cards
Understanding the symbolism in each card is crucial. Here are some tips: - Pay attention to the imagery and colors. -
Consider the card’s position within a spread. - Connect the card’s meaning with the question asked. - Use intuition alongside
traditional interpretations. The deck encourages a holistic approach, blending spiritual insight with personal intuition.

Benefits of Using the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot

Authentic Representation of Voodoo Spirituality
Unlike some decks that superficially incorporate Voodoo symbols, this deck is rooted in authentic cultural practices, making
it a respectful and powerful tool for those interested in genuine spiritual exploration.

Empowerment and Healing
Many users find that working with this deck fosters empowerment, helping them connect with ancestral wisdom and spiritual
guides. It can also serve as a healing tool, addressing emotional wounds and promoting self-awareness.

Educational Value
The deck provides insight into Voodoo symbols, rituals, and deities, making it a valuable resource for students and
practitioners of African and Caribbean spiritual traditions.

How to Get Started with the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot

Choosing the Right Deck
When selecting this tarot deck, look for: - A well-illustrated, high-quality card stock - A guidebook that offers detailed
descriptions and interpretations - Artwork that resonates with your spiritual path

Preparing for a Reading
Before beginning a reading: - Find a quiet, sacred space - Clear your mind and set an intention - Consider offering respect or
homage to the spirits depicted in the deck
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Practicing Regularly
Consistent practice helps deepen your understanding of the cards and enhances your intuitive skills. Keep a journal to record
your readings and insights.

Where to Buy and Resources for the New Orleans Voodoo
Tarot

Purchasing Options
You can find the deck through: - Online retailers such as Amazon, Llewellyn, or Book Depository - Specialty metaphysical
shops - Directly from the publisher or creator’s website

Additional Learning Resources
To expand your knowledge, consider: - Reading the accompanying guidebook thoroughly - Exploring books on Voodoo and
New Orleans spirituality - Participating in workshops or online courses focused on Voodoo tarot reading - Connecting with
communities and forums dedicated to Voodoo spirituality and tarot

Respect and Cultural Sensitivity
While the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot offers an immersive experience into Voodoo spirituality, it’s essential to approach it
with respect and cultural sensitivity. Recognize that Voodoo is a living tradition with deep roots and significance to its
practitioners. Avoid misappropriation or superficial use of symbols and practices. Educate yourself and engage with the deck
with reverence.

Conclusion
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is a compelling fusion of art, spirituality, and cultural heritage that provides a profound tool
for divination and self-discovery. Its authentic representations of Voodoo spirits and symbolism make it a valuable resource
for those seeking guidance rooted in the mystical traditions of New Orleans. Whether you are a seasoned tarot reader or a
curious newcomer, this deck invites you to explore the spiritual depths of Voodoo, fostering empowerment, insight, and
connection with the unseen world. Embrace the magic of New Orleans through this vibrant and meaningful tarot deck, and
let it guide you on your spiritual journey.

The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot: A Deep Dive into Its Mystical World The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot stands as a captivating
fusion of tradition, artistry, and spiritual insight. Rooted deeply in the rich cultural tapestry of New Orleans, this deck offers a
unique lens through which practitioners and enthusiasts can explore the mystical realms of Voodoo, Afro-Caribbean
spirituality, and Tarot symbolism. Its intricate artwork, profound symbolism, and spiritual depth make it a standout among
tarot decks, appealing to both seasoned readers and newcomers alike.

Origins and Historical Context
Understanding the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot requires delving into its origins, which are intertwined with the vibrant history
of New Orleans itself. The deck was created by Louis Martin and Chris Duvall in 2014, aiming to capture the essence of New
Orleans’ spiritual landscape—a city renowned for its unique blend of French, African, Caribbean, and American influences.
Historical influences include: - Voodoo (or Vodou): An Afro-Caribbean spiritual practice with roots in West African traditions,
particularly from Benin and Togo. - Cultural Melting Pot: The diverse cultural influences of New Orleans, including French
Catholicism, African spiritual practices, and Indigenous traditions. - Historical Figures: The city’s legendary figures like Marie



Laveau, the famed Voodoo Queen, whose legend inspires many aspects of the deck’s imagery and symbolism. The creators
sought to craft a deck that honors these traditions while making them accessible to modern spiritual seekers.

Design and Artwork
One of the most striking features of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is its artwork, which is both vivid and deeply symbolic.
The deck comprises 78 cards—22 Major Arcana and 56 Minor Arcana—each adorned with rich illustrations that blend
traditional Tarot symbolism with Voodoo iconography. Key aspects of the artwork include: - Vibrant Color Palette: Bright,
bold colors evoke the lively spirit of New Orleans’ festivals, music, and spirituality. - Symbolic Imagery: Incorporates Voodoo
symbols such as veves (sacred symbols), altars, spiritual figures, and ritual objects. - Cultural References: Features
depictions of Voodoo priests and priestesses, spirits (Loa), saints, and legendary figures like Marie Laveau. - Artistic Style: A
fusion of traditional Tarot art with folk art and outsider art influences, creating a deck that feels both mystical and
accessible. Notable features: - Each card’s imagery is designed to evoke specific energies and lessons, encouraging intuitive
interpretation. - The Major Arcana cards, for example, often depict archetypes through Voodoo-specific symbols—such as
The Magician represented by a Voodoo priest with ritual tools, and The High Priestess portrayed as a spiritual figure
embodying hidden knowledge.

Symbolism and Themes
The deck’s strength lies in its rich symbolism, which combines Tarot’s universal themes with Voodoo’s spiritual elements.
This integration creates a multidimensional tool that offers nuanced insights. Major Themes Include: - Spirituality &
Ancestors: Emphasizes the importance of ancestral spirits, guiding the querent through messages from ancestors and Loa. -
Ritual & Ceremony: Many cards depict ritual objects, altars, and ceremonies, highlighting the active practice of spiritual
work. - Empowerment & Healing: Cards often focus on personal empowerment, healing, and transformation, aligned with
Voodoo’s often medicinal and protective practices. - Mystery & Intuition: Encourages tapping into intuitive knowledge, with
many cards designed to evoke feelings of mystery and deeper understanding. Symbolic elements include: - Veves: Sacred
symbols that serve as gateways to specific spirits; incorporated into card backgrounds or central images. - Colors: Each
card’s color scheme is deliberately chosen to evoke specific energies—red for passion, green for growth, black for mystery,
etc. - Figures & Deities: Depictions of Loa such as Papa Legba, Baron Samedi, and Erzulie are common, each representing
specific aspects of life and spiritual work.

Uses and Practical Applications
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is versatile, suitable for various spiritual practices and purposes. Its depth makes it ideal for:
- Personal Reflection & Meditation: Using the cards as a tool for introspection, especially when seeking guidance on personal
growth. - Divination: Performing readings for oneself or others, gaining insights into questions about relationships, career,
health, or spiritual development. - Ritual Work: Incorporating cards into Voodoo or spiritual rituals to invoke specific energies
or spirits. - Educational Tool: Learning about Voodoo spirits, symbolism, and history through visual engagement. Tips for
effective use: 1. Connect with the deck: Spend time studying each card’s imagery and symbolism to build familiarity. 2. Set
intentions: Before a reading, clarify your question or focus area. 3. Use spreads thoughtfully: Common spreads include Celtic
Cross, three-card spreads, or custom layouts tailored to Voodoo practices. 4. Trust intuition: While guidebooks are helpful,
personal impressions often yield the most meaningful insights.

Guidebook and Resources
The deck is accompanied by a comprehensive guidebook that offers explanations for each card, including: - Symbolic
meanings - Historical context - Suggestions for rituals or affirmations - Correspondences with Loa and spiritual concepts The
guidebook emphasizes intuitive reading and spiritual connection, encouraging users to develop their own relationship with
the deck. Additional resources include: - Online communities: forums and social media groups dedicated to Voodoo Tarot
practitioners. - Workshops and courses: offered by experienced readers to deepen understanding. - Complementary tools:
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such as candles, herbs, and statues aligned with Voodoo traditions.

Strengths and Unique Features
What makes the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot stand out? - Cultural Authenticity: Deeply rooted in New Orleans’ Voodoo
traditions, offering an authentic cultural experience. - Rich Visuals: Striking artwork that invites contemplation and intuitive
insights. - Symbolic Depth: Combines Tarot archetypes with specific Voodoo symbols, enriching interpretations. - Versatility:
Suitable for divination, ritual work, and personal growth. - Educational Value: Provides insight into Voodoo practices and
beliefs, fostering cultural appreciation.

Limitations and Considerations
While the deck offers many strengths, prospective users should be aware of certain considerations: - Cultural Sensitivity: As
with any spiritual tradition, it’s important to approach Voodoo with respect and avoid cultural appropriation. - Learning
Curve: The symbolic richness may require study and time to master. - Not a Traditional Tarot Deck: Its focus on Voodoo
symbolism means it may not align with all Tarot traditions or comfort levels. - Interpretation Variability: As with all decks,
personal intuition plays a significant role; interpretations may vary.

Final Thoughts
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is more than just a deck; it’s a portal into the mystical and cultural heart of New Orleans’
spiritual landscape. Its vivid artwork, layered symbolism, and cultural authenticity make it an invaluable tool for divination,
spiritual growth, and cultural education. Whether used for personal reflection, ritual, or learning, this deck invites users into
a world where Tarot meets the sacred traditions of Voodoo, offering insights that are both profound and transformative. For
those drawn to the mystique of New Orleans and its spiritual heritage, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot provides a deeply
resonant gateway—one that honors the past while guiding practitioners toward personal empowerment and spiritual
awakening.

Questions & Answers About the new orleans voodoo tarot

No Question Answer

1 What is the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot
and how does it differ from traditional
tarot decks?

The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is a deck inspired by the spiritual
practices of New Orleans Voodoo, blending traditional tarot symbolism
with African, Caribbean, and New Orleans cultural elements. Unlike
standard decks, it incorporates deities, spirits, and symbolism specific to
Voodoo, offering a more culturally rooted and spiritually focused reading
experience.

2 How can I use the New Orleans Voodoo
Tarot for spiritual guidance?

To use the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot for guidance, shuffle the deck
while focusing on your question or situation. Draw specific cards or
spreads to gain insights into spiritual energies, personal challenges, or
future possibilities, while paying attention to the symbolic meanings
rooted in Voodoo traditions.

3 Are there specific spreads recommended
for the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot?

Yes, common spreads include the three-card spread for past, present,
and future insights, as well as specialized spreads like the Voodoo
Queen or Loa spread. These spreads help explore spiritual connections,
protection, or guidance from specific deities and spirits depicted in the
deck.

4 Can beginners use the New Orleans
Voodoo Tarot effectively?

Absolutely. While the deck is rich in symbolism, beginners can start by
familiarizing themselves with the card meanings and practicing simple
spreads. Intuitive reading combined with studying the deck's cultural
context can deepen your understanding and enhance your
interpretation skills.



5 What are some common themes or
messages conveyed by the New Orleans
Voodoo Tarot?

Themes often include spiritual empowerment, protection, healing, and
connection to ancestors and spirits. The deck emphasizes personal
transformation and understanding one's spiritual path through the lens
of Voodoo traditions and symbolism.

6 Where can I purchase the official New
Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck?

The official New Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck is available through various
online retailers, including the deck's publisher, Amazon, and specialized
metaphysical shops. It's recommended to buy from reputable sources to
ensure authenticity and quality.

New Orleans voodoo, voodoo tarot deck, voodoo symbolism, spiritual guidance, tarot reading, voodoo rituals, hoodoo
practices, mystical deck, spiritual divination, New Orleans magic
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