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The Picture Of Dorian Gray Riassunto
In Inglese

The picture of dorian gray riassunto in inglese The Picture of Dorian Gray is a renowned
novel by Oscar Wilde that explores themes of vanity, moral corruption, and the pursuit of
eternal youth. For English-speaking readers and students studying the work, understanding the
plot summary ("riassunto in inglese" meaning "summary in English") is essential for grasping
the novel's core messages and literary significance. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the story, highlighting key characters, plot developments, and thematic elements,
all structured with clear headings to facilitate easy navigation and understanding.

Introduction to The Picture of Dorian Gray

The novel, first published in 1890, is Wilde's only novel and is considered a classic of Gothic and
philosophical literature. It delves into the dangers of superficial beauty and the consequences of
living a life driven by self-indulgence and moral decay. Its enduring popularity stems from
Wilde’s sharp wit, poetic language, and profound commentary on society.

Main Characters in The Picture of Dorian Gray

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the novel’s plot and themes. Here are the
primary figures:

Dorian Gray

- A handsome, youthful man who becomes the subject of a portrait. - His vanity and desire for
eternal youth lead him down a dark path. - His moral decline is central to the story.

Lord Henry Wotton

- A charismatic, hedonistic aristocrat who influences Dorian’s worldview. - Advocates for
pursuing pleasure above all else. - His philosophies shape Dorian's actions.

Sibyl Vane

- An actress and Dorian’s love interest. - Her innocence and beauty symbolize purity. - Her
tragic fate highlights Dorian’s moral downfall.

Alan Campbell

- A scientist and former friend of Dorian. - His involvement underscores themes of guilt and
consequence.



James Vane

- Sibyl's protective brother. - His quest for revenge against Dorian is pivotal to the climax.

Plot Summary of The Picture of Dorian Gray in English

The story unfolds in London and centers around Dorian Gray’s journey from innocence to
corruption. Here is a detailed summary:

Introduction and the Portrait

- Dorian Gray is introduced as a beautiful, talented young man. - Lord Henry Wotton visits him
and introduces him to a decadent philosophy that emphasizes pleasure and aestheticism. -
Dorian’s portrait is painted by artist Basil Hallward, who becomes enamored with Dorian’s
beauty. - Upon seeing the portrait, Dorian wishes that he could remain forever young and that
the portrait would age instead of him.

The Curse of Eternal Youth

- Dorian’s wish seemingly comes true; he remains young and handsome while the portrait bears
the marks of his moral decay. - As Dorian indulges in sensual pleasures and immoral acts, the
portrait becomes increasingly grotesque.

Love and Tragedy: Sibyl Vane

- Dorian falls in love with Sibyl Vane, an innocent actress. - Her acting and love for Dorian
initially bring him happiness. - However, after a poor performance, Dorian cruelly dismisses her.
- Heartbroken, Sibyl commits suicide, a tragedy that marks a turning point in Dorian’s
conscience.

Degradation and Moral Decline

- Dorian's life spirals into corruption as he pursues more hedonistic pursuits. - He begins to
associate with morally questionable individuals. - His actions lead to the ruin of others, including
the downfall of friends and acquaintances.

The Climax: Confrontation and Consequences

- James Vane, Sibyl’s brother, seeks revenge and nearly kills Dorian. - Dorian, fearing exposure
and guilt, plans to destroy the portrait. - In a moment of desperation, he stabs the portrait,
which causes him to age rapidly and die. - His servants find him dead, with an aged and
withered appearance, and the portrait restored to its original youthful beauty.

Themes Explored in The Picture of Dorian Gray

The novel tackles numerous profound themes, making it a rich subject for analysis:
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Vanity and Aestheticism

- The obsession with beauty and youth is central. - Wilde critiques society’s superficial valuation
of appearance over character.

Morality and Corruption

- Dorian’s moral decline illustrates how indulgence can lead to spiritual decay. - The portrait
acts as a mirror of his conscience and guilt.

Influence and Manipulation

- Lord Henry’s philosophies influence Dorian’s actions. - The power of ideas and societal
influence is highlighted.

Immortality and the Supernatural

- The supernatural element of the portrait symbolizes eternal youth. - Raises questions about
the soul, conscience, and mortality.

Significance and Legacy of The Picture of Dorian Gray

Oscar Wilde’s novel remains influential due to its bold critique of Victorian society, its
exploration of aesthetic philosophy, and its timeless questions about morality. Its vivid
characters and compelling plot continue to captivate readers and scholars alike.

Impact on Literature and Culture

- The novel challenged traditional moral standards. - It has inspired countless adaptations in
film, theater, and art.

Why Read the Summary ("riassunto in inglese")?

- To grasp the storyline quickly for academic purposes. - To analyze themes and characters
more effectively. - To prepare for exams, essays, or discussions.

Conclusion

In summary, the picture of dorian gray riassunto in inglese offers a compelling narrative
about the dangers of vanity and moral corruption. Dorian Gray’s journey from innocence to
depravity serves as a cautionary tale about living solely for pleasure without regard for
conscience or consequence. Wilde’s masterful storytelling and philosophical insights make this
novel a timeless piece that continues to resonate with readers worldwide.



Additional Tips for Studying The Picture of Dorian Gray

- Focus on character development and how each character influences Dorian. - Examine the
symbolism of the portrait and its transformation. - Reflect on Wilde’s critique of Victorian society
and its values. - Consider the moral lessons conveyed through the novel’s tragic ending. By
understanding the plot, characters, and themes summarized here, readers can gain a deeper
appreciation of Wilde’s masterpiece and its enduring relevance.

The Picture of Dorian Gray Riassunto is a compelling and thought-provoking novel written by
Oscar Wilde that explores themes of vanity, moral corruption, and the nature of beauty. As one
of Wilde’s most celebrated works, it offers a vivid narrative filled with intricate characters and
philosophical insights. This article aims to provide a comprehensive summary (riassunto) of the
novel in English, breaking down its plot, themes, and characters to give readers a clear
understanding of this literary masterpiece.

Introduction to The Picture of Dorian Gray

The novel, first published in 1890, tells the story of a young man named Dorian Gray whose
exceptional beauty and charm attract the attention of Lord Henry Wotton, a witty and decadent
aristocrat. Lord Henry's hedonistic worldview influences Dorian profoundly, leading him to
prioritize youth and pleasure above all else. The central plot revolves around a supernatural
portrait that ages instead of Dorian himself, reflecting his moral decay.

Plot Summary (Riassunto) of The Picture of Dorian Gray

1. The Introduction: Dorian Gray’s Beauty and Influence

The story begins at a luxurious painting studio where artist Basil Hallward is working on a
portrait of Dorian Gray, a handsome and innocent young man. Basil is captivated by Dorian’s
beauty and believes that the portrait captures the essence of true art. During the unveiling,
Lord Henry Wotton visits and quickly becomes fascinated by Dorian. Lord Henry’s hedonistic
philosophy, which emphasizes the pursuit of pleasure and the importance of beauty, deeply
influences Dorian.

2. Dorian’s Pact: The Desire to Remain Young

After viewing his portrait, Dorian makes a startling wish: that he could remain young and
beautiful forever, while the portrait bears the burden of age and moral corruption. This wish,
made in a moment of vanity, begins to set the stage for the supernatural elements of the story.
Dorian’s wish appears to come true, as he remains youthful while the portrait ages and
deteriorates.

3. The Downward Spiral: Moral Corruption and Hedonism

As years pass, Dorian indulges in a life of excess, debauchery, and cruelty without aging or
suffering visible signs. The portrait becomes increasingly grotesque, bearing the marks of his
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sins, while Dorian himself remains outwardly unchanged. His actions grow darker, including
manipulative relationships, cruelty, and even murder, yet he remains outwardly charming.

4. The Consequences: The Decay of the Portrait

Eventually, Dorian’s conscience begins to haunt him. The portrait, hidden away in his attic,
becomes a mirror of his moral decay. When Dorian attempts to destroy the portrait, believing it
to be the source of his misery, he inadvertently kills himself. His body is found aged and
deformed, while the portrait reverts to its original beauty, revealing the true extent of his
corruption.

Major Themes Explored in the Riassunto

1. The Nature of Beauty and Vanity

The novel explores how obsession with physical beauty can lead to moral downfall. Dorian’s
fixation on maintaining his youthful appearance drives his destructive actions, illustrating
Wilde’s critique of superficial values.

2. The Corruption of the Soul

The portrait acts as a symbol of Dorian’s conscience and moral state. As he descends into vice,
the portrait becomes increasingly grotesque, embodying Wilde’s idea that inner corruption
eventually manifests outwardly.

3. Influence and Morality

Lord Henry Wotton’s philosophy promotes a life of indulgence without regard for consequences.
Dorian’s downfall showcases the danger of immoral influence and the importance of personal
responsibility.

4. The Supernatural and the Consequences of Vice

The supernatural element—the portrait aging instead of Dorian—serves as a moral warning.
Wilde uses this device to highlight the idea that one cannot escape the repercussions of
immoral acts.

Characters and Their Significance

1. Dorian Gray

Dorian is the protagonist whose obsession with youth and beauty leads him down a path of
moral decay. His character embodies vanity and the destructive pursuit of pleasure.



2. Basil Hallward

Basil is the artist who paints Dorian’s portrait and represents artistic integrity and moral
goodness. His love for Dorian highlights the conflict between art and morality.

3. Lord Henry Wotton

A charismatic but cynical aristocrat whose hedonistic philosophy influences Dorian. Lord Henry
embodies Wilde’s critique of superficiality and moral relativism.

4. Sibyl Vane

A young actress and Dorian’s first love, Sibyl symbolizes innocence and genuine emotion. Her
tragic downfall reflects the destructive effects of Dorian’s superficial pursuits.

Features and Critical Analysis

Pros: - Rich Symbolism: The portrait as a symbol of moral corruption offers deep interpretative
possibilities. - Philosophical Depth: The novel explores profound themes like beauty, morality,
and the consequences of indulgence. - Concise yet Impactful: Wilde’s writing style is elegant
and sharp, making complex ideas accessible. Cons: - Controversial Content: Some readers find
the novel’s themes and character actions morally challenging. - Pacing: As a relatively short
novel, some may feel it lacks detailed character development or background. - Supernatural
Element: The supernatural aspect, while symbolic, may seem implausible or distracting to some
readers.

Conclusion

The Picture of Dorian Gray Riassunto offers a fascinating exploration of vanity, morality, and the
destructive pursuit of eternal youth. Wilde’s masterful storytelling, combined with his sharp wit
and philosophical insights, makes this novel a timeless reflection on human nature. Whether
read as a cautionary tale or a commentary on aestheticism, it remains a powerful work that
prompts readers to examine their values and the true cost of superficial beauty. The story’s
enduring relevance lies in its universal themes and Wilde’s exquisite craftsmanship, making it a
must-read for anyone interested in classic literature and the complexities of the human soul.

Questions & Answers About the picture of dorian gray
riassunto in inglese

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The
Picture of Dorian Gray'?

The main themes include aestheticism, moral
corruption, vanity, and the consequences of indulgence
in pleasure without regard for morality.
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2 Who is Dorian Gray in the
novel?

Dorian Gray is the young, handsome man whose
portrait ages and shows the effects of his immoral
actions while he remains outwardly unchanged.

3 What role does the portrait play
in the story?

The portrait serves as a reflection of Dorian's inner
moral decay, aging and becoming grotesque as he
indulges in immoral behavior, while he remains
outwardly youthful.

4 How does Lord Henry influence
Dorian in the novel?

Lord Henry introduces Dorian to a hedonistic
philosophy that emphasizes beauty and pleasure over
morality, significantly impacting Dorian’s actions and
worldview.

5 What is the significance of the
quote 'The only way to get rid
of a temptation is to yield to it'?

This quote reflects the novel's exploration of indulgence
and the pursuit of pleasure at any cost, highlighting
Lord Henry's influence on Dorian's hedonistic lifestyle.

6 How does the novel explore the
concept of aestheticism?

The novel portrays aestheticism through Dorian's
obsession with beauty and art, suggesting that art and
beauty are more important than moral considerations.

7 What is the climax of 'The
Picture of Dorian Gray'?

The climax occurs when Dorian destroys the portrait in
a fit of madness, which leads to his own death as the
portrait reverts to its original, grotesque form and his
body is found aged and dead.

8 What is the overall message of
the novel?

The novel warns about the dangers of vanity, moral
decadence, and living a life solely based on superficial
beauty and pleasure, emphasizing the importance of
moral integrity.

9 When was 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray' published and by
whom?

It was first published in 1890, written by Oscar Wilde.

10 Why is 'The Picture of Dorian
Gray' considered a classic in
English literature?

Because of its exploration of complex themes like
morality, beauty, and hedonism, its innovative style,
and Wilde’s sharp wit and critique of Victorian society,
it remains a significant literary work.

Dorian Gray, riassunto, trama, sintesi, romanzo, Oscar Wilde, recensione, personaggi, temi,
analisi
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