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Windmills Of Your Mind Chords

Windmills of Your Mind chords The song "The Windmills of Your Mind" is a timeless
classic that has resonated with audiences worldwide since its debut in the 1968 film The
Thomas Crown Affair. Composed by Michel Legrand with lyrics by Alan and Marilyn Bergman,
this hauntingly beautiful piece captures themes of introspection, memory, and the cyclical
nature of thought. For musicians and guitarists alike, mastering the chords of "The Windmills
of Your Mind" opens the door to a rich, emotional musical experience. This article provides
an in-depth exploration of the song’s chords, including chord progressions, variations, and
tips for playing it beautifully.

Understanding the Song’s Musical Structure

Before diving into the chords, it’s crucial to understand the song’s overall structure. "The
Windmills of Your Mind" features a sophisticated harmonic progression, often employing
minor keys, modal interchange, and jazz-influenced chords that give it its distinctive,
introspective sound.

Key and Tonality

- The song is primarily in the key of E minor but often modulates or uses modal interchange
to add color. - Its harmonic richness involves the use of seventh chords, suspended chords,
and sometimes altered chords to enhance emotional expression.

Common Song Sections

- Intro: Sets the mood with a melodic and harmonic motif. - Verse: Contains the main lyrical
content, often with complex chord progressions. - Chorus/Bridge: Adds variation and
emotional lift. - Outro: Reflects the opening, bringing the piece full circle.

Basic Chords and Progressions

For beginners and intermediate players, understanding the core chords is essential. Below
are the most common chords used in "The Windmills of Your Mind" along with their
fingerings and typical progressions.

Essential Chords in the Song

Em (E minor): 0220001.



D7 (D dominant 7): xx02122.
G (G major): 3200033.
C (C major): x320104.
Am (A minor): x022105.
F7 (F dominant 7): 2423526.
Bm7 (B minor 7): x242327.
E7 (E dominant 7): 0201008.
F (F major): 1332119.

Sample Basic Progression

A typical sequence might look like: Em – D7 – G – C Em – D7 – G – G7 C – Am – F7 – Bm7 E7 –
Am – D7 – G This progression demonstrates the song's modal and jazz-inspired harmonies,
creating a mood of reflective melancholy.

Advanced Chord Variations and Voicings

To capture the song’s emotional depth, musicians often incorporate advanced chords and
voicings.

Extended and Altered Chords

- Maj7 and m7 chords: Add a lush, sophisticated sound. - Sus2 and Sus4 chords: Introduce
tension and resolution. - Altered chords: Such as F7(b9), add dissonance and color.

Examples of Voicing Variations

- Use of barre chords for smooth transitions. - Incorporating open voicings for a more
spacious sound. - Playing slash chords (e.g., G/B) to create bass movement.

Sample Chord Voicing for Emotional Effect

- Instead of G major (320003), try Gmaj7 (3x443x) for a more mellow tone. - Substitute D7
with D9 (xx0211) to add jazz flavor. - Use Fmaj7 (1x2210) instead of basic F to soften the
sound.

Playing Techniques and Tips for "The Windmills of Your
Mind"

Achieving the song’s introspective and flowing sound requires specific playing techniques.
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Fingerpicking vs. Strumming

- Fingerpicking: Emphasizes melody and allows for nuanced dynamics. - Gentle strumming:
Suitable for a more rhythmic interpretation.

Dynamic Control

- Vary your picking and strumming pressure to reflect the emotional landscape. - Use soft
dynamics during verses, building slightly in the chorus.

Expressive Techniques

- Use rubato—slight tempo fluctuations—to add expressiveness. - Incorporate vibrato on
longer notes. - Use hammer-ons and pull-offs to add ornamentation.

Practicing "The Windmills of Your Mind"

Proper practice ensures mastery of the chords and emotional delivery.

Step-by-Step Practice Approach

Learn the basic chords and progressions slowly.1.
Practice transitions between chords smoothly.2.
Experiment with different voicings to find your preferred sound.3.
Focus on maintaining a steady, gentle rhythm.4.
Add expressive techniques gradually as you become more comfortable.5.

Tips for Interpretation

- Listen to jazz and ballad recordings of the song for inspiration. - Focus on the phrasing and
emotional delivery. - Record yourself to evaluate dynamics and timing.

Conclusion: Mastering the Chords of "The Windmills of
Your Mind"

Playing "The Windmills of Your Mind" on guitar or piano is both a technical and emotional
journey. Its rich harmonic language invites musicians to explore extended chords, nuanced
voicings, and expressive playing techniques. Whether you are performing it as a solo piece
or accompanying a singer, understanding its chord structure and harmonic intricacies allows
you to convey the song’s introspective mood with authenticity and depth. With patience and
dedication, mastering this piece will not only enhance your technical skills but also deepen



your interpretative artistry, enabling you to evoke the song’s timeless magic anew.
Additional Resources - Sheet music and chord charts for "The Windmills of Your Mind"
(available online) - Video tutorials demonstrating chord fingerings and strumming patterns -
Recordings by renowned jazz and pop artists for stylistic inspiration Remember: The beauty
of "The Windmills of Your Mind" lies in its capacity to evoke emotion through subtle
harmonic shifts and gentle phrasing. Embrace the challenge, and let your musical
expression mirror the song’s poetic depth.

Windmills of Your Mind Chords: An In-Depth Exploration The phrase "Windmills of Your Mind
chords" immediately evokes a sense of musical nostalgia, sophistication, and emotional
depth. Most notably associated with the classic song “The Windmills of Your Mind,”
composed by Michel Legrand with lyrics by Alan and Marilyn Bergman, this phrase
encapsulates the intricate interplay between melody, harmony, and lyrical storytelling. This
article aims to thoroughly investigate the chords associated with "The Windmills of Your
Mind," exploring their musical construction, harmonic analysis, variations, and their
significance within the context of jazz, pop, and film music. We will also delve into how
musicians interpret and adapt these chords, making it a comprehensive resource for
enthusiasts, musicians, and scholars alike.

Historical Context and Significance of "The Windmills of
Your Mind"

Before dissecting the chords, it’s vital to understand the song’s origins and its place in
popular culture. Composed for the 1968 film The Thomas Crown Affair, "The Windmills of
Your Mind" quickly became a standard, admired for its haunting melody and lyrical
complexity. The song's structure, harmonic sophistication, and evocative lyrics have made it
a favorite among jazz musicians and arrangers. The song’s mood—dreamlike, introspective,
and slightly mysterious—sets the stage for its harmonic language. Its chords mirror the
swirling imagery of the windmills, creating an aural landscape that oscillates between
tension and resolution.

Analyzing the Chords of "The Windmills of Your Mind"

Basic Chord Progression Overview

At its core, the song features a sophisticated chord progression that employs a mixture of
diatonic, chromatic, and modal harmonies. While different arrangements and performances
may vary, the standard version often follows this foundational harmonic structure: - Intro: F
minor / Ab major / Db major / G7 - Verse: Fm7 – Eb7 – Abmaj7 – G7 – C minor (or related
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chords) The progression employs common jazz and cinematic techniques—such as
chromatic passing chords, diminished chords, and modal interchange—to evoke the swirling
imagery of the lyrics.

Harmonic Analysis of the Main Theme

To understand the richness of the chords, it’s crucial to analyze their functions within the
key. The key center for the song often orients around F minor or F major, depending on the
arrangement and mood. Sample Chord Progression (Simplified): | Chord | Function | Notes |
|||| | Fm7 | i7 (minor tonic) | F–Ab–C–Eb | | Eb7 | VI7 (dominant of Ab) | Eb–G–Bb–Db | |
Abmaj7 | III7 (subdominant) | Ab–C–Eb–G | | G7 | V7 (dominant) | G–B–D–F | | C minor | ii or
related | C–Eb–G | Harmonic Techniques: - Chromatic Passing Chords: For example, moving
from Fm7 to Eb7 involves a chromatic approach that adds tension. - Modal Interchange:
Borrowing chords from the relative major or parallel modes to create color. - Diminished and
Augmented Chords: Used for tension and release, enhancing the swirling, windmill imagery.

Common Chord Types and Voicings in "The Windmills of
Your Mind"

Musicians frequently employ various voicings and chord extensions to capture the song’s
emotional nuances.

Extended Chords

- Maj7 and m7: To add richness (e.g., Abmaj7, Fm7) - 9th, 11th, 13th extensions: For more
colorful harmonies, such as G13 or Abmaj9 - Altered Chords: G7♯5, G7♯9 to intensify tension
before resolving

Voicing Techniques

- Drop-2 Voicings: Common in jazz for smooth, rich sounds - Open Voicings: To evoke a
sense of space and airiness - Clustered Voicings: To reflect the swirling, windmill imagery

Variations and Interpretations by Musicians

Since the song is a jazz standard, many artists have adapted its chords to suit their styles.
Notable interpretations include those by: - Frank Sinatra: Known for lush, orchestrated
versions employing rich reharmonizations. - Bill Evans: Jazz pianist who often added
extensions and modal shifts. - Ella Fitzgerald: Focused on clear voice-leading and melodic
phrasing with subtle harmonic variations. Each artist's approach demonstrates different



ways to interpret and adapt the foundational chords, often adding or substituting chords to
enhance emotional expression.

Practical Guide for Musicians: Playing "The Windmills of
Your Mind" Chords

Basic Chord Chart for Solo or Ensemble

Below is a simplified progression suitable for practice or performance: 1. Intro: Fm7 –
Abmaj7 – Dbmaj7 – G7 2. Verse: Fm7 – Eb7 – Abmaj7 – G7 – C minor – F7 – Bb7 – Ebmaj7 3.
Bridge or Middle Section: Use modal interchange, such as replacing G7 with G13 or G7♯5, to
add color.

Tips for Effective Interpretation

- Emphasize voice-leading to achieve smooth transitions. - Experiment with chord extensions
for emotional depth. - Incorporate rhythmic variations to mirror swirling imagery. - Use
dynamic control to highlight tension and resolution.

Conclusion: The Chords as a Reflection of the Song’s
Mood

The chords of "The Windmills of Your Mind" serve as more than harmonic support; they
embody the song's reflective, swirling essence. Their intricate construction—combining
diatonic progressions with chromaticism and modal shifts—mirrors the lyrical imagery of
windmills and the intangible nature of memory and thought. Musicians and arrangers who
seek to interpret or incorporate these chords into their performances must appreciate their
harmonic complexity and emotional resonance. Whether in jazz improvisation, cinematic
scoring, or vocal performance, the chords provide a versatile palette for expression.

Further Resources and Recommendations

- Transcriptions: Seek out jazz charts from reputable sources for detailed voicings. - Analysis
Books: "Jazz Harmony" by Frank Sikora offers insight into extended chords and
reharmonization techniques. - Audio Practice: Listen to various renditions to internalize
harmonic interpretations. - Software Tools: Use apps like iReal Pro or Band-in-a-Box to
experiment with chord progressions. In summary, the "Windmills of Your Mind chords"
encapsulate a harmonic universe that combines sophistication, emotional depth, and
versatility. Their study not only enhances technical proficiency but also enriches
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understanding of how harmony can evoke imagery and mood—much like the swirling
windmills themselves.

Questions & Answers About windmills of your mind
chords

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the chords used in
'The Windmills of Your Mind'?

The song typically features chords like Am, Dm, G, C,
and F, creating a jazzy, modal harmony that captures
its dreamy quality.

2 Are there simplified chord
versions available for
beginners for 'The Windmills
of Your Mind'?

Yes, simplified versions often include basic chords
such as Am, G, and C to make the song more
accessible for beginner players.

3 Where can I find the official
sheet music or chord charts
for 'The Windmills of Your
Mind'?

Official sheet music and chord charts can be found on
licensed music websites, music stores, or platforms
like Musicnotes and Sheet Music Plus.

4 What key is 'The Windmills of
Your Mind' typically played in?

The song is frequently played in the key of E minor or
Am, depending on the arrangement, both of which
emphasize its introspective and haunting mood.

5 Can I transpose 'The Windmills
of Your Mind' chords to a
different key?

Yes, you can transpose the chords to suit your vocal
range or instrument; use a capo or transposition tools
to adjust the key accordingly.

windmills of your mind, chords, lyrics, song, music, soundtrack, Michel Legrand, jazz, piano,
harmony
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