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Space Wolves Painting Guide Companies of Fenris by Games Workshop The Space Wolves
Painting Guide Companies of Fenris by Games Workshop serves as an essential resource for hobbyists
and collectors aiming to bring their miniatures to life with authentic and striking details. As one of the most
iconic Space Marine chapters in the Warhammer 40,000 universe, the Space Wolves boast a distinctive
aesthetic inspired by Norse mythology, fierce warrior traditions, and a rugged, wolf-like appearance. This
comprehensive guide provides step-by-step techniques, color schemes, and tips to help enthusiasts
accurately paint and represent the Chapter’s unique look, whether they are beginners or seasoned
painters.

Understanding the Space Wolves and Their Visual Identity

Before diving into the painting process, it's important to grasp the core themes and visual elements that
define the Space Wolves. Their design combines raw, primal elements with detailed armor and heraldry,
reflecting their feral nature and storied history.

Thematic Elements of the Space Wolves

1. Norse Mythology Influence: Incorporates runes, wolf motifs, and rugged armor reminiscent of
Viking warriors.

2. Feral Aesthetic: Features wolf pelts, fur accents, and organic textures blending with metallic armor.

3. Color Palette: Dominant grays, blues, and metallics with accents of bone, red, and gold.

Distinctive Visual Features

1. Blue-gray armor with weathered and battle-worn effects

2. Wolf pelts and fur details on shoulder pads and helmets

3. Runic symbols and chapter insignia in gold or silver

4. Naturalistic skin tones and organic textures on faces and hands

Preparing Your Miniatures for Painting

Successful painting begins with proper preparation. Ensuring your miniatures are clean and primed will
facilitate better paint adhesion and a more refined final look.

Cleaning and Assembly

1. Remove mold lines and flash with a fine file or hobby knife.
2. Assemble miniatures using plastic cement or superglue, paying attention to pose stability and detalil
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alignment.
3. Fill gaps with green stuff or other modeling putty for seamless finishes.

Priming Your Miniatures

1. Use a spray primer—white, gray, or black depending on your preferred color scheme.
2. Apply thin, even coats to avoid obscuring details.
3. Allow primer to dry completely before proceeding to painting.

Color Schemes and Painting Techniques for the Companies of
Fenris

Achieving the authentic look of the Space Wolves requires mastery of various painting techniques and a
cohesive color scheme. Below is a detailed guide to help you capture the chapter’s iconic appearance.

Base Colors

1. Armor: Start with a mid-tone gray, such as Citadel’s Leadbelcher or a custom mix of blue-gray
shades.

2. Fur and Pelts: Use rich browns or grays, with dry brushing to highlight texture.

3. Details: Metallics for weapons and armor trims, with contrasting colors like red or gold for insignia.

Layering and Blending Techniques

1. Apply multiple thin layers to build up depth and richness in color.
2. Use wet blending or glazing to create smooth transitions—especially effective on armor and fur.

Weathering and Battle Damage

1. Use sponge techniques or fine brushes to add chipped paint and scratches.
2. Apply washes or inks to add grime and dirt, emphasizing the rugged, war-torn aesthetic.
3. Highlight edges with lighter shades to simulate wear and tear.

Highlighting and Detailing

1. Use lighter shades of your base colors to carefully highlight edges and raised details.
2. Paint runes and insignia in metallics or gold, adding depth with washes and dry brushing.
3. Detail facial features and hands with natural skin tones, adding shadows and highlights for realism.

Step-by-Step Painting Process for Companies of Fenris

Following a structured process ensures consistent results. Here is a suggested workflow:



Step 1: Prime and Base Coat

1. Prime your miniature with a neutral color.

2. Apply the main armor color (gray-blue) uniformly.

Step 2: Shade and Wash

1.

Use a dark wash (Nuln Oil or similar) to add shadows in recesses.

2. Apply to fur, armor crevices, and organic details for depth.

Step 3: Highlight and Layer

1.
2.

Highlight raised armor edges with a lighter gray or blue.
Dry brush fur and organic parts with a lighter shade to bring out texture.

Step 4: Detailing and Accents

1.

Paint chapter symbols, insignia, and runes in metallics or gold.

2. Add red or other contrasting colors to weapons and accessories.

3.

Paint eyes and facial features carefully for character expression.

Step 5: Weathering and Final Touches

1. Apply weathering effects to armor and weapons for realism.

2.

Seal your miniature with a matte varnish to protect the paintwork.

Tips and Tricks for Painting Space Wolves

To master the art of painting Companies of Fenris, consider these expert suggestions:
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Use Thin Paints: Thin your paints to prevent obscuring details and for smoother application.
Layer Gradually: Build up colors gradually for depth and vibrancy.

Experiment with Techniques: Try dry brushing, stippling, and glazing to achieve different effects.
Reference Official Artwork: Use Games Workshop's official images for inspiration and accuracy.
Practice Patience: Allow each layer to dry thoroughly before proceeding to avoid smudging.

Tools and Materials Recommended for Painting Space Wolves

Having the right tools can make a significant difference in your painting quality:
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Brushes: A selection of fine detail brushes, dry brushes, and larger base-coat brushes.

Paints: Citadel paints or high-quality acrylics suitable for miniature painting.

Primers and Varnishes: Matte or satin finishes to protect your work.

Additional Supplies: Palette, water or acrylic medium for thinning paints, and hobby knives for prep
work.
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Conclusion: Bringing the Companies of Fenris to Life

Painting the Space Wolves, specifically the Companies of Fenris, is a rewarding endeavor that combines
creativity with meticulous detail work. By understanding their thematic elements, mastering various
painting techniques, and following a structured process, hobbyists can create striking miniatures that
capture the fierce spirit and Norse-inspired aesthetic of this legendary chapter. The Space Wolves
Painting Guide Companies of Fenris by Games Workshop offers invaluable insights and tips to elevate
your miniature painting skills, ensuring that each figure is not just a model but a piece of art that
embodies the raw power and mythic lore of Fenris. Remember, patience and practice are key. With time,
your miniatures will not only look authentic but also tell a story of valor, myth, and the eternal fight for
survival on the icy plains of Fenris. Happy painting!

Space Wolves Painting Guide Companies of Fenris by Games Workshop The Space Wolves,
one of the most iconic chapters in the Warhammer 40,000 universe, have long captivated hobbyists and
tabletop gamers alike with their fierce Norse-inspired aesthetic and formidable combat prowess. As a
faction rooted in mythic themes and savage combat, their distinctive visual identity demands a nuanced
approach to painting — capturing their icy, rugged, and feral appearance. Games Workshop’s official
"Companies of Fenris" painting guide offers enthusiasts a comprehensive roadmap for bringing these
fierce warriors to life on the tabletop. This article delves deeply into the methodology, techniques, and
artistic considerations embedded within this guide, providing a detailed analysis that both inform and
inspire.

Overview of the Companies of Fenris Painting Guide

The "Companies of Fenris" painting guide is part of Games Workshop’s broader series aimed at helping
hobbyists develop a cohesive and high-quality paint scheme for their Space Wolves armies. It is
designed not only to instruct on basic techniques but also to elevate the painter’s skills through layered
tutorials, color theory insights, and artistic tips tailored specifically to the chapter’s unique aesthetic.
Purpose and Scope - To provide step-by-step instructions for painting Space Wolves units, including
infantry, characters, vehicles, and monsters. - To explain the color palette and how to achieve the
chapter’s signature look. - To incorporate techniques that emphasize weathering, texture, and
ruggedness fitting for Fenris’s harsh environment. - To serve as a resource for both beginner and
advanced painters seeking a professional finish. Target Audience While the guide is accessible to
newcomers, it also includes advanced tips that appeal to seasoned hobbyists striving for tabletop quality
or display-level miniatures. Its comprehensive nature makes it a valuable reference for anyone aiming to
faithfully replicate Games Workshop’s aesthetic standards.

Color Palette and Base Coatings

Understanding the Fenris Theme The Space Wolves’ color scheme is heavily influenced by their icy
homeworld Fenris. Traditional colors include shades of grey, blue, and metallics, complemented by
natural tones for fur and leather. The palette aims to evoke a sense of primal ferocity fused with noble



warrior tradition. Core Colors Recommended - Fur and Skin: Averland Sunset, Warboss Green, and
Waaagh! Flesh. - Armor: Fenrisian Grey, Russ Grey, or a custom mix of light grey with blue undertones. -
Clothing and Capes: Mournfang Brown, Doombull Brown, or Steel Legion Drab. - Metallics: Leadbelcher,
Stormhost Silver, and Retributor Armour. - Details: Abaddon Black, White Scar for highlights, and
contrast paints like Agrax Earthshade or Nuln QOil. Base Coating Techniques 1. Priming: Use a spray
primer—Dblack or grey—to ensure a smooth and consistent base. Black primer emphasizes shadows and
weathering, while grey offers a neutral starting point. 2. Applying Base Colors: Use thin coats of base
colors, building up layers to prevent obscuring fine details. Multiple thin coats yield a more even finish. 3.
Layering: Start with darker shades and progressively layer lighter hues where highlights are intended,
creating depth.

Techniques and Methodologies for a Rugged, Feral Look

Layering and Blending The guide emphasizes layered painting over wet blending to achieve a natural
transition of shades, especially on armor plates and fur. Thin layers allow for subtle gradations that mimic
the organic, weathered look of Fenrisian warriors. Dry Brushing A key technique for highlighting edges
and textures such as fur, scars, and armor edges. Using a stiff brush with minimal paint, dry brushing
accentuates raised details and adds a sense of wear and tear. Washing and Shade Application -
Shading: Use washes like Agrax Earthshade or Nuln Qil to deepen recesses, adding contrast and
realism. - Weathering: Light washes of browns or rust effects simulate dirt and corrosion, especially on
metallic surfaces and boots. - Filtering: Apply thin glazes of colored washes to unify color schemes and
tone down overly bright areas. Edge Highlighting Highlight edges with lighter shades (e.g., Stormhost
Silver or White Scar) to define shapes and create a striking contrast. The guide suggests selective
highlighting to maintain a rugged look—overdoing it can diminish the feral aesthetic.

Special Techniques for Authentic Fenrisian Aesthetic

Fur and Leather Textures - Use dry brushing with Mournfang Brown or Steel Legion Drab to create
textured fur. - Add subtle washes to deepen shadows and bring out grain in leather parts. - For more
detailed work, stippling techniques can simulate fur patches or scars. Weathering and Battle Damage -
Chipping: Use a fine brush or sponge to mimic chipped paint on armor, revealing metal underneath. -
Rust Effects: Apply rust pigments or paints along edges and joints for an aged, battle-worn appearance. -
Dirt and Mud: Use pigments or textured paints around foot zones and lower limbs to suggest exposure to
Fenris’s harsh environment. Ice and Snow Effects To evoke Fenris’s icy terrain: - Use white and light blue
dry brushing on bases and lower armor parts. - Apply textured snow effects (e.g., Vallejo Snow or snow
flock) to bases and shields. - Incorporate subtle shading with blue washes to suggest cold shadows.

Painting Specific Units and Characters

Infantry and Tactical Squads The core troops are painted with a focus on uniformity, but with enough
variation to suggest individual ferocity: - Use a consistent grey base for armor, accented with metallics. -
Furs and cloaks are highlighted with warm browns and greens. - Weapon metals are weathered with rust
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and dirt effects. Characters and Heroes Heroes like Logan Grimnar or Wolf Lords benefit from additional
detailing: - Use metallic paints with gloss varnishes on weapons. - Add freehand heraldry or rune symbols
for personalization. - Highlighted armor plates and facial features bring these miniatures to life. Vehicles
and Monstrous Creatures The guide discusses techniques for painting dreadnoughts, land raiders, and
Fenrisian beasts: - Use a layered approach for armor, with weathering and chipping. - Apply decals or
freehand markings for chapter insignia. - Weathering is particularly effective on vehicles, emphasizing
their rugged, battle-hardened nature.

Final Touches and Artistic Enhancements

Freehand Details Adding runes, symbols, or battle scars enhances realism and chapter identity. The
guide recommends: - Using fine brushes and steady hand control. - Practicing on spare miniatures before
applying to main models. Basing and Environment - Bases are painted to resemble icy, rocky terrain. -
Snow and ice effects are layered to give depth. - Incorporate tufts, rocks, or Fenrisian flora for variety.
Varnishing - Use matte varnish to protect the paint job and reduce glare. - Gloss varnish on metallic parts
adds realism. - Consider applying a filter or gloss varnish over certain areas for a wet or icy look.

Conclusion: Crafting a Cohesive and Impressive Space Wolves
Army

The "Companies of Fenris" painting guide from Games Workshop serves as a vital resource for hobbyists
seeking to embody the savage nobility of the Space Wolves. Its detailed instructions, combined with
artistic insights, empower painters to produce miniatures that are not only visually striking but also
thematically consistent. Whether aiming for tabletop quality or display-level finesse, understanding and
applying the techniques outlined ensures a professional and immersive finish. Furthermore, the guide
encourages creativity within the thematic framework, allowing hobbyists to experiment with weathering,
heraldry, and basing to create a unique, personalized army. As with all modeling pursuits, patience,
practice, and attention to detail are key. With this comprehensive guide, enthusiasts can confidently bring
the fierce, icy warriors of Fenris to life, capturing the raw power and primal spirit that define the Space
Wolves. In summary, the Space Wolves painting guide by Games Workshop offers a rich, detailed, and
methodical approach to achieving a high-quality, thematic, and visually compelling Space Wolves army.
It bridges technical proficiency with artistic expression, making it an invaluable resource for hobbyists
seeking to honor the lore and aesthetics of Fenris’s legendary warriors.

Questions & Answers About space wolves painting guide
companies of fenris by games workshop

No Question Answer




What are the key color schemes
recommended for painting Space
Wolves, specifically the
Companies of Fenris units?

The primary color scheme for Space Wolves includes grey-
blue armor with yellow and red accents, emphasizing a
rugged, Nordic-inspired look. For Companies of Fenris,
incorporating icy blues and snow effects can enhance their
distinct appearance.

Which painting techniques are
best suited for achieving the
textured armor effect on Space
Wolves figures?

Techniques like dry brushing, stippling, and layering are
effective for creating textured armor surfaces. Using a damp
brush for dry brushing can highlight raised details and give a
weathered, battle-worn appearance.

Are there specific paints or color
palettes recommended by Games
Workshop for painting the
Companies of Fenris?

Games Workshop recommends using Citadel paints such as
Macragge Blue, Dawnstone, and Agrax Earthshade for base
coats and shading. The Citadel Layer and Shade paints help
achieve depth and contrast suitable for Fenris-themed units.

How can | effectively highlight the
details on Space Wolves' armor
and weapons?

Applying fine edge highlighting with a lighter shade of the
base color, such as Fenrisian Grey, can accentuate armor
edges. Careful use of contrast paints and washes also helps
bring out intricate details without overpowering the overall
look.

What basing techniques are
popular for Space Wolves models
to reflect their icy, Nordic
environment?

Popular basing techniques include using snow effects, grit,
and static grass to simulate icy terrains. Adding small rocks,
tufts, and snow flock creates a realistic, Fenris-inspired
battlefield setting.

Are there any recommended
tutorials or guides by Games
Workshop for painting the
Companies of Fenris?

Yes, Games Workshop offers official step-by-step painting
guides and tutorials on their website and YouTube channel,
focusing on Space Wolves techniques, including detailed
instructions for painting armor, fur, and bases.

What are some common mistakes
to avoid when painting Space
Wolves units for the Companies of
Fenris?

Common mistakes include over-brightening the armor,
neglecting shading and contrast, and overloading models
with too many highlights. It's important to balance color
application and focus on weathering effects for a realistic
look.

How can | customize and add
unique details to my Space
Wolves models to make them
stand out?

Adding freehand symbols, rune markings, personalized
banners, and weathering effects can customize your models.
Using conversion bits and unique basing elements also
helps create a distinctive, personalized army.
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