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Goodenough Draw A Person Test
Scoring

goodenough draw a person test scoring is a widely recognized method used by psychologists and educators to
assess a child's cognitive development, emotional state, and personality traits through their drawing abilities. This
assessment tool, often referred to as the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test, provides valuable insights into a child's
psychological and developmental progress. Scoring the test accurately is essential for interpreting results reliably,
making it a vital component in psychological evaluations and educational planning. In this comprehensive guide,
we explore the intricacies of Goodenough Draw a Person Test scoring, including its history, methodology, key
scoring criteria, interpretation techniques, and practical tips for practitioners.

Understanding the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test

History and Background
The Draw-a-Person Test was first developed by Florence Goodenough in 1926 as a projective assessment tool
aimed at evaluating children's cognitive maturity. Over the years, it has evolved into a standardized method used
worldwide for assessing developmental levels and psychological states.

Purpose of the Test
The primary purpose of the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test is to: - Assess developmental maturity - Detect
emotional or psychological disturbances - Identify issues related to self-image, anxiety, or behavioral concerns -
Support diagnostic evaluations in clinical settings or educational contexts

Who Can Take the Test?
While initially designed for children aged 3 to 14, the test can sometimes be adapted for use with adolescents and
adults, though scoring criteria and interpretation may differ.

Scoring the Draw-a-Person Test: Foundations and
Methods

Scoring Approaches
There are two primary approaches to scoring the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test: - Developmental or Maturity
Scoring: Comparing the drawing to age-specific developmental milestones. - Quantitative Scoring: Assigning
points based on specific features present or absent in the drawing.



Key Components Assessed in the Drawing
Scorers evaluate various aspects of the drawing, including: - Overall size - Proportion and symmetry - Details and
complexity - Placement and spatial organization - Use of lines and shading - Inclusion of specific body parts (e.g.,
fingers, toes, facial features)

Step-by-Step Guide to Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test
Scoring

1. Preparing for Scoring
Before scoring, ensure: - The drawing is complete and clear - You have access to standardized scoring charts or
guidelines - You understand the child's age and developmental expectations

2. Evaluating the Drawing
Carefully examine the drawing, considering: - Does the drawing include all major body parts? - Is the figure
proportionate and symmetrical? - Are details like fingers, toes, facial features, and clothing included? - Does the
size of the drawing correspond appropriately to the child's age?

3. Applying Scoring Criteria
Use a standardized scoring sheet that assigns points based on: - Presence of key features - Quality of details -
Accuracy of proportions - Overall completeness An example scoring rubric may allocate points to: - Head (e.g.,
face, hair) - Body (e.g., torso, limbs) - Hands and feet - Facial features (eyes, nose, mouth) - Additional details
(clothing, accessories)

4. Calculating the Score
Sum the points awarded for each feature to obtain a total score. This total indicates the child's developmental
level relative to age norms.

Interpreting Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test Scores

Normative Data and Age Expectations
Standardized scoring charts provide normative data, illustrating average scores for children at various ages.
Comparing a child's score to these norms helps determine developmental maturity.

Score Ranges and Their Meanings
- Below Average: Scores significantly lower than age norms may suggest developmental delays or emotional
issues. - Average: Scores within the expected range for the child's age typically indicate typical development. -
Above Average: Higher scores could reflect advanced development or, in some cases, overcompensation or
anxiety.



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com Goodenough Draw A Person Test Scoring 3

Integrating Qualitative Observations
While quantitative scoring provides an objective measure, qualitative observations—such as the child's drawing
style, confidence, and emotional expression—are equally important for comprehensive interpretation.

Factors Influencing Draw-a-Person Test Scores
Understanding factors that can impact scoring accuracy is crucial.

Developmental Factors
- Age and maturity level - Cultural background - Educational exposure

Emotional and Psychological Factors
- Anxiety or stress - Self-esteem - Artistic ability or shyness

Environmental Factors
- Drawing tools and environment - Instructions given during the test

Practical Tips for Accurate Goodenough Draw-a-Person
Test Scoring

Ensure Standardization
- Use standardized instructions and scoring sheets - Maintain consistency across assessments

Train Scorers Effectively
- Provide thorough training on scoring criteria - Use calibration sessions to ensure inter-rater reliability

Combine Quantitative and Qualitative Data
- Use scoring to quantify development - Observe emotional qualities and drawing style for deeper insights

Be Culturally Sensitive
- Consider cultural differences in body representation and artistic expression - Avoid misinterpreting cultural art
styles as developmental delays

Conclusion: The Importance of Proper Scoring in Draw-a-



Person Tests
Accurate scoring of the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test is vital for meaningful interpretation and reliable
assessment outcomes. It requires a combination of standardized procedures, trained evaluators, and contextual
understanding of each child's unique background. When properly administered and scored, this tool provides
invaluable insights into a child's cognitive and emotional development, aiding psychologists, educators, and
clinicians in making informed decisions. Whether used for screening, diagnosis, or educational planning,
mastering the art of draw-a-person test scoring enhances the effectiveness of this longstanding assessment
method. Keywords for SEO Optimization: - Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test scoring - Draw-a-Person assessment -
developmental assessment tools - psychological evaluation methods - scoring criteria for Draw-a-Person test -
interpreting Draw-a-Person scores - child development assessment - standardized scoring for Draw-a-Person -
emotional and cognitive evaluation - draw-a-person test norms By understanding and applying proper scoring
techniques, practitioners can unlock the full potential of the Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test as a reliable and
insightful tool in child and adolescent psychological assessment.

Goodenough Draw a Person Test Scoring: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Methodology, Interpretation, and Clinical
Utility The Goodenough Draw a Person Test (DAP) has long been a staple in psychological assessment for
children, offering a simple yet insightful window into a child's cognitive development, emotional state, and self-
perception. As a projective drawing test, it relies on the premise that a child's drawing reflects their psychological
functioning, developmental level, and sometimes even underlying issues. Properly scoring and interpreting the
DAP is crucial for clinicians, educators, and researchers seeking to understand a child's inner world. This
comprehensive overview aims to demystify the scoring procedures, explore their theoretical foundations, and
evaluate the test's clinical relevance.

Understanding the Goodenough Draw a Person Test

Origins and Theoretical Background
Developed by Florence Goodenough in the 1920s, the DAP was initially designed to assess children's cognitive
maturity through their drawings. The premise is straightforward: as children develop, their drawings become
more detailed and proportionally accurate, reflecting their perceptual and motor skills, as well as cognitive
development. Throughout the decades, the DAP has evolved into various scoring systems, with some emphasizing
developmental stages and others focusing on emotional or personality factors. Despite criticisms about
subjectivity, the test remains valued for its ease of administration and its capacity to reveal developmental
milestones.

What the Test Entails
The standard procedure involves asking a child to draw a person, usually within a specified time frame. The
drawing is then scored based on predetermined criteria that assess various features, such as the head, body,
limbs, and other details. The scoring reflects how the child's drawing aligns with developmental expectations.

Scoring Systems for the Goodenough Draw a Person Test
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Traditional Developmental Scoring
The original Goodenough scoring system assigns a developmental age based on the presence or absence of
specific features. Each feature corresponds to a developmental milestone, and points are accumulated to derive an
overall score representing the child's cognitive maturity. Key Features Assessed: - Head (size, shape, facial
features) - Eyes, nose, mouth - Ears and hair - Body (torso, arms, legs) - Hands and feet - Clothing details - Overall
proportion and spatial arrangement Scoring Procedure: - Each feature is evaluated on a scale, often binary
(present or absent) or graded (absent, partial, complete). - A cumulative score is translated into a developmental
age using normative data. - The normative data are derived from large samples of children at various ages,
allowing for comparison. Advantages: - Provides an estimate of cognitive development - Easy to administer and
score - Useful for screening purposes Limitations: - May be influenced by artistic ability or motivation - Cultural
and individual differences can affect drawings

Modern and Alternative Scoring Methods
In recent years, more nuanced scoring systems have emerged, focusing not only on developmental level but also
on emotional and personality aspects. Examples include: - Koppitz Emotional Score: Assesses emotional indicators
such as anxiety, depression, or aggression based on specific drawing features. - Hunt's Formalism Scale:
Evaluates artistic quality and organization. - Developmental Scales: Incorporate more detailed developmental
milestones, sometimes integrating other projective tests.

Interpreting Scores: What Do They Reveal?

Developmental Assessment
The primary use of the DAP scoring system is to estimate the child's developmental age or cognitive maturity. A
child's drawing score can be compared to their chronological age to identify delays or advanced development.
Interpretation Guidelines: - Matching scores: Indicate typical development - Lower scores than chronological age:
Suggest developmental delays, cognitive impairment, or emotional difficulties - Higher scores than chronological
age: May indicate advanced development or overcompensation

Psychological and Emotional Insights
Beyond developmental assessment, certain features in the drawing can hint at emotional states or personality
traits. Indicators may include: - Omission of facial features or limbs: Possible feelings of insecurity or withdrawal -
Excessive detail or perfectionism: Possible obsessive tendencies - Distorted proportions: Possible emotional
distress or trauma - Aggressive or chaotic drawings: Indicators of anxiety or aggression Cautions: Such
interpretations should be made cautiously, considering cultural, environmental, and individual factors.

Limitations and Considerations in Scoring
- Subjectivity: While scoring guidelines aim to standardize evaluation, interpretation can vary among clinicians. -
Cultural Influences: Artistic norms differ across cultures, affecting drawing styles. - Motivation and Effort:
Children's willingness and effort can influence the quality of the drawing. - Developmental Variability: Not all
children develop at the same pace; scores should be contextualized within broader assessments.



Reliability and Validity of the Scoring System

Reliability
Research indicates that when strict scoring procedures are followed, inter-rater reliability can be high, especially
when raters are well-trained. Consistency in scoring is vital to ensure that assessments are comparable over time
and across clinicians.

Validity
The DAP has demonstrated validity in estimating developmental levels, particularly in younger children. However,
its validity as a measure of emotional or personality traits is more contentious, given its projective nature and
susceptibility to external influences. Empirical Evidence: - Studies show moderate correlations between DAP
scores and other standardized developmental tests. - The emotional indicators identified in drawings correlate
with certain psychological conditions but are not definitive. Implication: The DAP should be used as part of a
comprehensive assessment battery rather than a standalone diagnostic tool.

Practical Applications of Goodenough Draw a Person Test
Scoring

Educational Settings
Teachers and school psychologists often use the DAP to identify children who may need additional support or
developmental evaluation. The scoring provides a quick snapshot of cognitive maturity and can inform further
testing or intervention.

Clinical Psychology and Psychiatry
Clinicians utilize the DAP alongside other assessments to understand emotional functioning, detect potential
trauma, or monitor developmental progress over time. Scoring helps in formulating hypotheses about the child's
psychological state.

Research Contexts
Researchers employ the DAP to study developmental trajectories, cross-cultural differences, and the effects of
interventions. Standardized scoring allows for quantitative analysis of drawing data.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding Scoring
While the DAP remains popular, it is not without criticisms: - Subjectivity and Bias: Despite structured scoring,
interpretation can vary. - Cultural Bias: Artistic norms differ; what is considered "developmentally typical" may not
be universal. - Overemphasis on Artistic Skill: Children with limited drawing experience may score lower
regardless of cognitive ability. - Limited Diagnostic Specificity: The test indicates developmental level but is less
effective at diagnosing specific disorders.
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Conclusion: The Significance of Accurate Scoring in the
DAP
The Goodenough Draw a Person Test scoring serves as a valuable, if complementary, tool in assessing children's
development and emotional health. Accurate, standardized scoring procedures are essential to derive meaningful
insights from the child's drawing. While the test offers quick and accessible information, it should be integrated
with comprehensive assessments, clinical observations, and contextual understanding for a nuanced
interpretation. Ongoing research and refinement of scoring systems aim to enhance the test's reliability and
validity, ensuring that it remains a relevant component of psychological evaluation. Clinicians and educators must
remain aware of its limitations, cultural sensitivities, and the importance of holistic assessment approaches.
Ultimately, the DAP and its scoring serve as a meaningful bridge to understanding a child's inner world, provided
they are applied thoughtfully and ethically. References & Further Reading: 1. Goodenough, F. (1926). Measuring
intelligence by drawings. Journal of Educational Psychology, 17(1), 1–13. 2. Huntoon, M. (1980). The Draw-A-
Person Test: An Overview and Critique. Psychological Assessment, 6(4), 290–297. 3. Koppitz, E. M. (1968).
Psychological evaluation of children's drawings. Grune & Stratton. 4. Koppitz, E. M. (1984). Psychological
evaluation of children's drawings. 2nd ed. Grune & Stratton. 5. Groth-Marnat, G. (2009). Handbook of
Psychological Assessment. John Wiley & Sons. This article aims to provide a detailed, balanced, and practical
overview of the Goodenough Draw a Person Test scoring system, equipping practitioners and scholars with the
knowledge to utilize and interpret this assessment effectively.

Questions & Answers About goodenough draw a person
test scoring

No Question Answer

1 What is the Goodenough Draw a
Person Test scoring system?

The Goodenough Draw a Person Test scoring system evaluates a
child's cognitive development by analyzing the complexity and
detail of their drawing, typically assigning points based on specific
features included in the drawing.

2 How are drawings scored in the
Goodenough Draw a Person Test?

Drawings are scored by examining various elements such as the
head, eyes, nose, mouth, ears, body, and limbs, with each feature
earning a set number of points depending on its presence and
detail, leading to an overall developmental score.

3 What age range is suitable for the
Goodenough Draw a Person Test?

The test is generally suitable for children aged 3 to 13 years, as it
assesses developmental progress through drawing complexity
appropriate to different ages.

4 How do scores reflect a child's
cognitive development?

Higher scores typically indicate more advanced cognitive and
perceptual development, while lower scores may suggest
developmental delays or difficulties that require further
assessment.

5 Can the Goodenough Draw a Person
Test be used for diagnosing
psychological conditions?

While it can provide insights into a child's developmental stage,
the test alone is not diagnostic; it should be used alongside other
assessments for diagnosing psychological or developmental
disorders.

6 What are common scoring criteria for
the Goodenough Draw a Person Test?

Common criteria include the inclusion and detail of facial
features, body parts, and limbs, as well as proportions and overall
coherence of the drawing, with scores assigned based on these
aspects.



7 How reliable is the scoring of the
Goodenough Draw a Person Test?

Reliability depends on the scorer's training and experience;
standardized scoring guidelines improve consistency, but
subjective interpretation can influence the results.

8 Are there standardized scoring charts
for the Goodenough Draw a Person
Test?

Yes, standardized scoring charts are available that specify point
values for various features, aiding in consistent and objective
assessment across different evaluators.

9 How do cultural differences impact
the scoring of the test?

Cultural differences can influence drawing styles and
expectations; therefore, scoring should consider cultural context
to avoid misinterpretation of a child's developmental level.

10 What is the significance of low or
high scores in the Goodenough Draw
a Person Test?

Low scores may indicate developmental delays or emotional
issues, while high scores usually reflect typical or advanced
developmental progress; however, results should be interpreted
within a comprehensive assessment framework.

Goodenough Draw-a-Person Test, DAP scoring, psychological assessment, drawing analysis, developmental
evaluation, visual-motor skills, mental age estimation, projective testing, child psychology, scoring guidelines
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