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Easy Songs To Play On The Ukulele

Easy songs to play on the ukulele are an excellent choice for beginners looking to develop their skills and enjoy the process
of making music. The ukulele’s cheerful sound, portability, and relatively simple chord structures make it an ideal instrument for
newcomers. Whether you’re learning for fun, planning to perform at small gatherings, or simply want to strum along to your
favorite tunes, starting with easy songs can boost your confidence and motivate you to keep practicing. In this article, we will
explore some of the most popular and beginner-friendly songs to learn on the ukulele, along with tips on how to approach them
and expand your repertoire.

Why Start with Easy Songs on the Ukulele?

Before diving into specific songs, it’s helpful to understand why beginning with simple tunes is beneficial:

Builds confidence: Playing familiar and simple songs provides immediate gratification, encouraging continued practice.1.
Develops chord transitions: Many easy songs use basic chords, helping beginners master smooth changes.2.
Improves strumming skills: Simple strumming patterns are enough to keep songs lively and engaging.3.
Creates a foundation: Learning easy songs sets the stage for tackling more complex pieces later on.4.

Essential Ukulele Chords for Beginners

Most easy songs on the ukulele rely on a handful of fundamental chords. Familiarity with these will unlock a wide variety of
tunes.

Common Beginner Chords

C Major: Index finger on the third fret of the first string1.
F Major: Index finger on the first fret of the second string, middle finger on the second fret of the fourth string2.



G Major: Index finger on the second fret of the third string, middle finger on the second fret of the first string, ring finger on3.
the third fret of the second string
A Minor (Am): Index finger on the second fret of the fourth string4.
F Minor (Fm): Barre across the first fret (optional for more advanced beginners)5.

Once comfortable with these chords, you'll find many songs accessible and enjoyable to play.

Popular Easy Songs to Play on the Ukulele

Below are some timeless and contemporary songs that are perfect for beginners. These songs typically feature simple chord
progressions and straightforward strumming patterns.

1. "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel Kamakawiwo'ole
This iconic song is a favorite among ukulele players due to its beautiful melody and simple chords. It primarily uses the chords C,
G, Am, and F, making it ideal for beginners.

Chords Needed:

C1.
G2.
Am3.
F4.

Playing Tips:

- Focus on smooth chord transitions. - Use a gentle strumming pattern, such as down-strokes on each beat. - Practice singing
along to improve timing and rhythm.
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2. "Riptide" by Vance Joy
A modern classic, "Riptide" offers a catchy melody and a simple chord progression that repeats throughout the song, making it
perfect for beginners.

Chords Needed:

Am1.
G2.
C3.

Playing Tips:

- Use a consistent down-up strumming pattern. - Practice switching between chords quickly. - Listen to the original to capture the
rhythm and feel.

3. "I'm Yours" by Jason Mraz
This upbeat song features a relaxed vibe and straightforward chords, making it an excellent choice for beginners wanting to
strum along to an uplifting tune.

Chords Needed:

B71.
E2.
Gm3.
Cm4.

Note: For absolute beginners, some of these chords might require practice, but simplified versions or capo placements can help
ease the learning curve.



4. "Hey, Soul Sister" by Train
This popular hit uses basic chords and a lively rhythm, making it engaging for beginners.

Chords Needed:

C1.
G2.
Am3.
F4.

Playing Tips:

- Focus on keeping a steady rhythm. - Experiment with different strumming patterns to match the song's energy.

5. "Counting Stars" by OneRepublic
A fun song that uses simple chords like Am, C, G, and F, allowing beginners to practice chord changes while playing a popular
tune.

Chords Needed:

Am1.
C2.
G3.
F4.

Strumming Patterns for Beginners

Strumming patterns are crucial in conveying the song’s rhythm and mood. For beginners, simple patterns are recommended to
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keep things manageable.

Basic Strumming Patterns

Down-Stroke Pattern: Down, Down, Down, Down (all down-strokes)1.
Down-Up Pattern: Down, Up, Down, Up2.
Down-Down-Up-Up-Down-Up: A common pattern that adds rhythm and groove3.

Try practicing these patterns slowly at first, then gradually increase speed to match the song.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Easy Ukulele Songs

To maximize your progress and enjoyment, consider the following tips:

Start slow: Play at a comfortable tempo and gradually increase speed.1.
Use a metronome: Keeping time is essential; a metronome helps develop consistent rhythm.2.
Practice chord transitions: Repeatedly switch between chords to build muscle memory.3.
Break songs into sections: Learn verse and chorus separately before combining them.4.
Sing along: Combining singing with playing improves coordination and timing.5.
Be patient: Progress takes time; celebrate small victories along the way.6.

Additional Resources for Beginners

Learning the ukulele can be greatly enhanced by utilizing online tools and resources:

YouTube tutorials: Visual demonstrations make chord and strumming pattern learning easier.1.
Chord charts and song tabs: Websites like Ukulele Tabs and Ultimate Guitar offer free resources.2.
Ukulele apps: Apps like Yousician, The Ukulele App, and JustinGuitar provide structured lessons.3.
Local classes and communities: Joining a class or ukulele group can motivate and inspire you.4.



Expanding Your Ukulele Repertoire

Once you’re comfortable with the basics and familiar songs, challenge yourself with slightly more complex tunes that introduce
new chords or strumming patterns. This progression keeps learning exciting and helps develop your skills further. Some
suggestions include:

"Count on Me" by Bruno Mars1.
"Hakuna Matata" from The Lion King2.
"Can't Help Falling in Love" by Elvis Presley3.
"Let It Be" by The Beatles4.

Remember, the key to mastery is consistent practice and enjoyment. Play songs you love, and don’t be afraid to experiment with
your playing style.

Conclusion

Easy songs to play on the ukulele serve as a perfect starting point for beginners eager to strum their way into music. By
focusing on simple chords, familiar melodies, and straightforward strumming patterns, new players can quickly experience the
joy of playing songs that resonate with them. As you gain confidence, gradually explore more challenging pieces, and consider
joining a ukulele community for support and inspiration. With patience and dedication, you'll find yourself playing a wide range of
songs and developing a deep appreciation for this cheerful instrument. So grab your ukulele, choose a song from this guide, and
start strumming your way to musical enjoyment today!

Easy Songs to Play on the Ukulele: A Comprehensive Guide for Beginners The ukulele, often affectionately called the “uke,” has
experienced a resurgence in popularity over the past decade. Its cheerful sound, compact size, and relatively simple chord
structures make it an ideal instrument for beginners and casual players alike. For many newcomers, the biggest hurdle is often
selecting songs that are both recognizable and manageable to play. This article aims to explore easy songs to play on the
ukulele, delving into the reasons why certain songs are suitable for beginners and providing practical guidance on how to
approach them.
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Understanding Why Certain Songs Are Easier to Play on the Ukulele

Before diving into specific song recommendations, it’s important to understand what makes a song “easy” for ukulele players,
especially those just starting out.

Chord Simplicity and Progression
The foundation of playing any song on the ukulele is mastering the chords. Many beginner-friendly songs rely on a small set of
basic chords such as C, F, G7, Am, Dm, and E7. Songs that use these chords, especially in simple progressions, are typically
easier to learn and execute.

Strumming Patterns
Simple, consistent strumming patterns—like down-strokes or basic down-up patterns—are more manageable for beginners.
Songs that do not require complex fingerpicking or syncopation are more accessible.

Familiarity and Cultural Ubiquity
Songs that are widely recognized or have been popular for decades tend to motivate beginners. Familiar melodies allow players
to focus on chord changes and rhythm rather than memorizing new tunes.

Tempo and Rhythm
Slower, steady tempos make a song easier to master, especially when coordinating chord changes with strumming.

Top Easy Songs to Play on the Ukulele

Based on these criteria, certain songs stand out as ideal choices for beginners. Here, we explore some of the most popular and



manageable tunes suitable for those just starting their ukulele journey.

1. "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel Kamakawiwoʻole
Why it’s easy: This iconic song primarily uses the chords C, G, Am, F, and E7, which are fundamental for beginners. Its slow
tempo and gentle strumming pattern make it approachable. Chord Progression (simplified): - C – Em – F – C - G7 – C Tips: Focus
on smooth transitions between C and G7. The song’s relaxed pace allows ample time to change chords comfortably.

2. "Riptide" by Vance Joy
Why it’s easy: The song features a straightforward chord progression (Am–G–C–F) repeated throughout, making it perfect for
practicing chord changes. Chord Progression: - Am – G – C – F Tips: Use a consistent strumming pattern—down-down-up-up-
down-up—and practice the chord transitions slowly before increasing speed.

3. "I'm Yours" by Jason Mraz
Why it’s easy: The song mainly involves the chords C, G, Am, and F, with a relaxed rhythm. Chord Progression: - C – G – Am – F
Tips: Its upbeat yet slow tempo helps beginners develop rhythm without feeling rushed.

4. "Stand By Me" by Ben E. King
Why it’s easy: This classic tune uses the simple chord progression of G, Em, C, D, which are common and straightforward. Chord
Progression: - G – Em – C – D Tips: Focus on maintaining a steady rhythm, as the song’s repetitive structure makes it easy to
memorize.

5. "Coconut" by Harry Nilsson (or the version by Kim Wilde)
Why it’s easy: The song relies mainly on the C and F chords, with a simple strumming pattern. Chord Progression: - C – F – C – F
Tips: Its repetitive pattern makes it ideal for practicing chord changes while singing along.
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Additional Beginner-Friendly Songs and Their Features

Beyond the top five, many other songs are suitable for ukulele beginners. Here is a curated list with brief descriptions:

"Counting Stars" by OneRepublic: Uses the chords C, G, Am, F, and Em, with a lively rhythm that’s easy to follow.1.
"Hey, Soul Sister" by Train: Features simple chords like C, G, Am, and F, and a catchy melody.2.
"La Bamba" by Ritchie Valens: Utilizes the chords C, F, and G, with an energetic rhythm that encourages beginner practice.3.
"Hallelujah" by Leonard Cohen: Offers a slow tempo and basic chords such as C, Am, F, and G, making it a good emotional4.
ballad for new players.
"You Are My Sunshine": A timeless tune that employs only three or four chords, perfect for practicing transitions.5.

Strategies for Learning Easy Songs on the Ukulele

Selecting simple songs is just the first step. Effective practice strategies help solidify skills and build confidence.

Start Slow and Loop
Play each song at a slower tempo, gradually increasing speed as comfort improves. Loop challenging sections to master chord
changes.

Focus on Smooth Transitions
Practice moving between chords slowly, paying attention to finger placement and minimizing unnecessary movement.

Use a Metronome or Backing Track
Maintaining a steady rhythm is crucial. A metronome or simple backing track can help develop consistent timing.



Sing Along
Incorporate singing to develop coordination between vocals and instrument, which enhances overall musicality.

Practice Regularly
Consistent short practice sessions are more effective than infrequent long ones. Aim for 10-15 minutes daily.

Conclusion: Embracing the Joy of Easy Ukulele Songs

The journey of learning the ukulele is both rewarding and accessible, especially when starting with songs that are easy to play.
By choosing tunes that utilize basic chords, simple strumming patterns, and familiar melodies, beginners can quickly build their
confidence and enjoy playing music. Whether strumming "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" or "You Are My Sunshine," the key is
consistent practice and enjoying the process. As skill progresses, more complex songs can be explored, but the foundation built
on these easy songs ensures a joyful and sustainable musical experience. In the end, the best easy songs to play on the ukulele
are those that inspire you to keep strumming and singing. So pick up your ukulele, select a beginner-friendly tune, and let the
music bring happiness and fulfillment into your life.

Questions & Answers About easy songs to play on the ukulele

No Question Answer

1 What are some beginner-friendly songs to
play on the ukulele?

Popular beginner songs include 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' by Israel
Kamakawiwo'ole, 'Riptide' by Vance Joy, and 'I'm Yours' by Jason Mraz.
These songs use simple chords and are great for new players.

2 Which chords are commonly used in easy
ukulele songs?

Most easy ukulele songs rely on basic chords like C, F, G, and Am.
Mastering these chords allows you to play a wide variety of simple songs.
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3 Are there any online resources for learning
easy ukulele songs?

Yes, websites like Ukulele Tabs, Ukulele Buddy, and YouTube channels
offer tutorials and chord charts for popular easy songs suitable for
beginners.

4 Can I learn to play songs on the ukulele
without prior musical experience?

Absolutely! Many easy songs use simple chords and strumming patterns,
making them perfect for beginners with no previous musical background.

5 What strumming patterns are best for
playing easy ukulele songs?

A common strumming pattern for beginners is down-down-up-up-down-up.
It’s versatile and works well with many simple songs, helping you keep a
steady rhythm.

ukulele chords, beginner ukulele songs, simple ukulele tunes, easy ukulele tabs, ukulele tutorials, beginner ukulele playlist,
popular ukulele songs, ukulele strumming patterns, simple chord progressions, ukulele song list
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