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The Meaning Of The Atonement Cleon
Skousen

The meaning of the atonement Cleon Skousen is a profound and multifaceted concept
that has captured the interest of many students of theology, history, and philosophy. Cleon
Skousen, a renowned American author and educator, dedicated significant portions of his life
to exploring the principles and implications of the atonement, particularly within the context
of Christian doctrine and its relevance to individual and societal salvation. Understanding
Skousen’s perspective on the atonement provides valuable insights into how this
fundamental doctrine can influence personal faith, moral conduct, and the broader moral
fabric of society.

Introduction to Cleon Skousen and His Perspective on the
Atonement

Cleon Skousen (1913–2006) was a prominent figure in the fields of law, education, and
religious thought. His writings often aimed to bridge the gap between spiritual principles and
practical societal applications. Central to his teachings was a deep appreciation for the
doctrine of the atonement, which he believed was the cornerstone of Christian faith and the
foundation for personal righteousness and societal stability. Skousen’s interpretation of the
atonement is rooted in the belief that it is not merely a historical event but a transformative
process that offers hope, redemption, and divine influence to all mankind. His views
emphasize the importance of understanding the atonement’s spiritual, moral, and practical
dimensions.

The Meaning of the Atonement in Christian Doctrine

Defining the Atonement

In Christian theology, the atonement refers to the reconciliation between God and humanity
achieved through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It signifies the act by
which Jesus Christ took upon Himself the sins of the world, thereby providing a means for
humankind to be forgiven and restored to divine favor. Skousen echoed this traditional
understanding but expanded on its significance, emphasizing that the atonement involves
more than just forgiveness; it encompasses the process of healing, transformation, and
empowerment.



The Components of the Atonement

Skousen highlighted several key aspects of the atonement:

Substitutionary Sacrifice: Jesus Christ’s death served as a substitute for the penalties1.
of sin that humanity deserved.
Redemption and Reconciliation: The atonement restores the broken relationship2.
between God and man.
Healing and Transformation: It offers spiritual healing and the potential for moral and3.
personal growth.
Empowerment for Obedience: The atonement provides the strength necessary for4.
individuals to overcome sin and live righteously.

The Significance of the Atonement According to Cleon
Skousen

Personal Salvation and Individual Growth

For Skousen, the atonement is fundamentally about individual salvation. It provides the
means for people to be forgiven of their sins and to become more like Christ through
repentance, faith, and diligent effort. He believed that understanding the depth of Christ’s
sacrifice should inspire believers to pursue moral excellence and spiritual growth.

Societal Impact and Moral Foundations

Skousen also stressed that the atonement has societal implications. A society built on
principles of mercy, justice, and forgiveness reflects the divine qualities exemplified in
Christ’s atonement. In his view, the moral fabric of a community depends on individuals
embracing the principles of atonement, such as humility, charity, and justice.

Christ as the Central Figure in the Atonement

According to Skousen, Jesus Christ’s role as the Savior is central. His atonement is the
linchpin of God’s plan for mankind, providing the pathway for salvation, exaltation, and
eternal life. Skousen emphasized that this act was motivated by divine love and a desire to
help His children return to their Heavenly Father.

Key Principles of the Atonement in Skousen’s Teachings
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1. The Atonement Requires Personal Application

Skousen taught that the atonement is not automatic; it requires active participation through
faith, repentance, and obedience. Individuals must accept Christ’s sacrifice personally and
align their lives with divine principles to benefit fully from it.

2. The Atonement Enables Moral Agency

He believed that the atonement preserves human agency by providing a way to repent and
change. Without it, moral accountability would be impossible, and humans would be trapped
in their sins.

3. The Atonement is a Source of Power

Skousen saw the atonement as a divine power that can help individuals overcome
weaknesses, addictions, and sins. This divine power is accessible through faith and temple
ordinances, empowering believers to become new creatures in Christ.

4. The Atonement Promotes Justice and Mercy

He emphasized that the atonement balances divine justice with mercy, satisfying the
demands of justice while offering mercy to repentant sinners.

Practical Applications of the Atonement in Daily Life

Repentance and Forgiveness

Skousen stressed that understanding the atonement encourages individuals to repent
sincerely and seek forgiveness, both from God and from those they have wronged.

Living a Christ-Centered Life

He encouraged believers to emulate Christ’s teachings and example, making the principles
of the atonement a guiding force in daily decision-making.

Service and Charity

Recognizing the love behind the atonement motivates acts of service, charity, and kindness
toward others, fostering a more compassionate society.



Building Personal and Societal Morality

Applying the principles of the atonement can lead to personal integrity and societal justice,
reducing crime, corruption, and social unrest.

Common Misconceptions About the Atonement and
Clarifications

It’s Only About Forgiveness: While forgiveness is central, the atonement also involves1.
healing, empowerment, and moral transformation.
It’s Automatic: Personal effort, faith, and obedience are necessary to benefit from the2.
atonement.
It Only Applies to Christians: Skousen believed that the principles of the atonement,3.
while rooted in Christianity, also reflect universal divine principles available to all who
seek truth.

Conclusion: Embracing the Meaning of the Atonement in
Our Lives

Understanding the meaning of the atonement Cleon Skousen involves recognizing its
profound impact on personal salvation, societal morality, and divine justice. Skousen’s
teachings invite individuals to comprehend the depth of Christ’s sacrifice and to actively
participate in the process of repentance, growth, and service. By doing so, believers can
experience the transformative power of the atonement, leading to a more fulfilling spiritual
life and a more just and compassionate society. In essence, the atonement is not merely a
historical event but a dynamic, ongoing process that offers hope, healing, and divine power
to all who seek to follow Christ. Embracing this understanding can inspire individuals to live
more Christlike lives, fostering both personal righteousness and societal harmony.
Keywords: the meaning of the atonement, Cleon Skousen, Christian doctrine, divine
sacrifice, repentance, forgiveness, moral transformation, personal salvation, societal impact,
Christ as Savior, atonement principles

The Meaning of the Atonement by Cleon Skousen is a profound exploration of one of the
central doctrines of Christianity—the atonement of Jesus Christ. As a renowned author,
scholar, and speaker, Skousen delves into the spiritual, doctrinal, and practical implications
of the atonement, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of its significance in
personal faith and salvation. This work aims not just to define the atonement but to
illuminate its profound impact on individuals and humanity as a whole, emphasizing its
timeless relevance and divine importance.
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Introduction to the Atonement in Skousen’s Perspective

Cleon Skousen approaches the concept of the atonement as a divine act rooted in love,
justice, and mercy. He sees it as the pivotal event in human history that bridges the gap
between mortal imperfection and divine perfection. For Skousen, understanding the
atonement involves grasping its multifaceted nature—its legal, spiritual, and personal
dimensions. He emphasizes that the atonement is not merely a historical event but an
ongoing process that requires individual participation through faith, repentance, and
obedience. Skousen’s interpretation is deeply rooted in LDS theology but resonates broadly
with Christian doctrine, highlighting the universal importance of Christ’s sacrifice.

Defining the Atonement: Key Concepts

Legal and Mercy Aspects

Skousen describes the atonement as fulfilling both the demands of justice and the
expression of mercy. He explains that: - Justice requires that sin be punished—either by the
sinner or through a vicarious substitute. - Mercy allows for the punishment to be borne by
another, enabling redemption without violating divine law. The atonement, therefore,
represents the divine solution where Jesus Christ, as the sinless Son of God, bears the
punishment for mankind's sins, satisfying justice while extending mercy.

Reconciliation and Redemption

The atonement’s primary purpose is to reconcile humankind with God. Through Christ’s
sacrifice: - Humanity is offered a path to spiritual rebirth. - Sin can be forgiven, and
individuals can return to the presence of God. - The power of the atonement transforms
lives, enabling people to overcome sin and death. Skousen underscores that this process
requires personal repentance and faith, making the atonement both a divine gift and a
personal journey.

The Components of the Atonement

Skousen breaks down the atonement into several interconnected parts, each vital to
understanding its full meaning.

1. The Sacrificial Death of Jesus Christ

The foundational element is Jesus’ death on the cross, which: - Serves as the ultimate
sacrifice for sin. - Demonstrates divine love and obedience. - Offers the means for mankind’s



spiritual renewal. Skousen highlights that Christ’s suffering was not incidental but a
deliberate act of atonement, emphasizing the depth of His love and commitment.

2. The Resurrection

The resurrection affirms Christ’s divine power over death, ensuring: - The immortality of the
soul. - The possibility of resurrection for all mankind. - The victory over physical and spiritual
death. This component assures believers that the atonement extends beyond forgiveness to
include eternal life.

3. The Intercession and Ongoing Ministry

Skousen points out that Christ’s atonement continues through His intercession in heaven,
advocating for humanity before the Father and guiding believers through the Holy Spirit.

Theological Significance of the Atonement

At the Core of Divine Justice and Mercy

Skousen emphasizes that the atonement is the fulcrum balancing God's justice and mercy.
Without justice, forgiveness would be meaningless; without mercy, justice would be
unmerciful. The atonement uniquely satisfies both: - Justice demands the penalty for sin. -
Mercy provides a way for sinners to be forgiven. This harmony exemplifies the perfect
nature of divine law and love.

Enabling Personal Growth and Salvation

Beyond the legal aspects, Skousen stresses that the atonement: - Provides a pattern for
righteous living. - Inspires repentance and humility. - Facilitates spiritual development. He
advocates that understanding the atonement motivates individuals to emulate Christ’s love
and sacrifice.

Practical Implications of the Atonement

1. Personal Repentance

Skousen highlights that acknowledgment of Christ’s atonement should lead to sincere
repentance, which involves: - Recognizing and forsaking sin. - Turning toward God. - Seeking
divine forgiveness. Repentance is presented as a necessary step in accessing the benefits of
the atonement.
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2. Faith and Obedience

He underscores that faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to His commandments are essential
for experiencing the atonement’s cleansing power.

3. Hope and Eternal Life

The atonement instills hope for eternal life, offering assurance that through Christ,
individuals can overcome death and attain divine perfection.

Pros and Cons of Skousen’s View on the Atonement

Pros: - Comprehensive Explanation: Skousen provides a detailed, doctrinally sound
interpretation that covers legal, spiritual, and personal aspects. - Emphasis on Personal
Responsibility: Highlights that the atonement requires individual faith and repentance,
encouraging active participation. - Integration of Doctrine and Application: Connects
theological principles with everyday spiritual practice. - Focus on Divine Love and Justice:
Balances the themes of mercy and justice effectively. - Encourages Hope and Faith: Inspires
believers to trust in Christ’s sacrifice for salvation. Cons: - Potential for Over-Simplification:
Some critics argue that complex theological nuances may be condensed or overlooked. -
Limited Ecumenical Perspective: The focus is primarily on LDS interpretation, which might
differ from other Christian traditions. - Emphasis on Vicarious Sacrifice: Some may find the
doctrinal emphasis on vicarious atonement challenging or hard to grasp fully. - Possible
Misinterpretation: Without careful study, readers might misinterpret the atonement as solely
transactional rather than transformational.

Features of Skousen’s Explanation of the Atonement

- Scripturally Based: Utilizes scripture to support doctrinal points. - Historical Context:
Provides insights into the historical understanding of the atonement. - Practical Guidance:
Offers pathways for individuals to access the benefits of the atonement in daily life. -
Emphasis on Divine Love: Frames the atonement within the context of God's infinite love for
humanity. - Holistic View: Considers the atonement as encompassing death, resurrection,
and ongoing intercession.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Atonement
in Skousen’s View

Cleon Skousen’s treatment of the meaning of the atonement elevates it from a mere
doctrine to a living principle that influences every aspect of a believer’s life. His detailed



exploration underscores that the atonement is not only about Christ’s sacrifice but also
about the divine qualities of love, justice, mercy, and hope that it embodies. Understanding
the atonement as Skousen presents it encourages individuals to develop a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ, to embrace repentance, and to strive for righteousness. In a
broader sense, Skousen’s perspective reminds us that the atonement is the universal
solution to humanity’s spiritual dilemmas. It offers redemption, reconciliation, and the
promise of eternal life—truths that continue to inspire faith and devotion across generations.
Ultimately, his insights serve as a powerful call to recognize the profound depth of Christ’s
love and to respond with humility, gratitude, and a commitment to live according to divine
principles.

Questions & Answers About the meaning of the
atonement cleon skousen

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the core message of
Cleon Skousen's teachings on
the atonement?

Cleon Skousen emphasized that the atonement is the
divine act through which Jesus Christ sacrificed
Himself to enable humanity's redemption,
emphasizing personal repentance and faith as
essential to benefit from it.

2 How does Cleon Skousen
interpret the significance of
the atonement in modern
times?

Skousen believed the atonement remains central to
individual salvation and moral progress, urging
people to understand its power to overcome sin and
to inspire righteous living today.

3 According to Cleon Skousen,
what role does faith play in
understanding the
atonement?

Skousen taught that faith in Jesus Christ and His
atonement is essential for forgiveness and spiritual
growth, acting as the key to unlocking the benefits of
His sacrifice.

4 What did Cleon Skousen say
about the relationship
between the atonement and
personal responsibility?

He emphasized that understanding the atonement
encourages individuals to take responsibility for their
actions, repent sincerely, and strive to live in
accordance with God's commandments.

5 How does Cleon Skousen
explain the atonement's
impact on human nature?

Skousen believed the atonement has the power to
cleanse and elevate human nature, transforming
sinners into saints through repentance and divine
grace.

6 What is Cleon Skousen's
perspective on the
atonement's role in the plan of
salvation?

He viewed the atonement as the pivotal event in the
plan of salvation, providing the necessary means for
mankind to return to God's presence through Jesus
Christ's sacrifice.
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7 According to Cleon Skousen,
how can individuals better
understand the meaning of
the atonement?

Skousen suggested that studying the scriptures,
reflecting on Christ's sacrifice, and exercising faith
and repentance are vital for deepening one’s
understanding of the atonement.

8 What did Cleon Skousen
emphasize about the personal
application of the atonement?

He stressed that individuals should actively apply the
principles of the atonement in their lives by
repenting, forgiving others, and striving for personal
righteousness to experience its full blessings.

atonement, Cleon Skousen, biblical atonement, Christian theology, sacrifice, redemption,
biblical teachings, atonement theory, gospel, spiritual renewal
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