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VB MAPP Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program Protocol
Understanding and supporting the development of children with autism and other developmental delays
is a critical focus within the field of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). One of the most comprehensive
tools available for this purpose is the VB MAPP, or Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and
Placement Program. This protocol provides educators, therapists, and parents with a structured
framework to assess verbal behavior milestones and develop individualized intervention plans. In this
article, we will explore the details of the VB MAPP, including its purpose, structure, assessment process,
and how it informs effective placement and intervention strategies.

What Is the VB MAPP?

The VB MAPP is a criterion-referenced assessment tool developed by Dr. Mark Sundberg, designed
specifically to measure language and social skills in children with autism and other developmental
disabilities. It is grounded in B.F. Skinner’s analysis of verbal behavior, which emphasizes functional
communication and the environmental factors influencing language development. This assessment
encompasses multiple domains, including: - Milestones assessment - Transition assessment - Placement
and curriculum planning - Transition planning The goal of the VB MAPP is not only to identify a child's
current skill level but also to guide effective intervention strategies tailored to each child's unique needs.

Structure of the VB MAPP

The VB MAPP consists of three main components:

1. Milestones Assessment

This core component evaluates the child's current skills across various domains, focusing on language
and social behaviors.

2. Transition Assessment

This section assesses the child's readiness to progress from one level of intervention to another, such as
moving from early learner programs to more advanced settings.

3. Barriers and Transition Planning

Identifies potential obstacles to learning and outlines strategies for transition planning to promote ongoing
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development. Each component provides detailed objectives and criteria, enabling precise measurement
of developmental levels.

Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment

The milestones assessment within the VB MAPP is designed to evaluate a child's acquisition of critical
verbal behaviors, which are categorized based on B.F. Skinner’s analysis. The assessment includes
milestones spanning from early foundational skills to more complex language functions.

Levels of Milestones in the VB MAPP

The milestones are organized into several levels: - Early Echoic and Mand Skills - Tacting and Intraverbal
Skills - Play and Social Skills - Academic Skills (if applicable) The assessment typically covers children
from infancy through early childhood, with specific benchmarks indicating expected skill acquisition at
each age.

Key Skill Areas Assessed
The assessment evaluates skills in areas such as:

Echoics: Repeating sounds, words, or phrases.

Mands: Requesting items or actions.

Tacts: Labeling objects, actions, or attributes.

Intraverbals: Engaging in conversational exchanges.

Receptive Language: Understanding and responding to instructions.
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Expressive Language: Independently using words and phrases to communicate.

The precise measurement of these skills allows practitioners to identify the child's current verbal
repertoire and pinpoint areas needing intervention.

Assessment Process and Implementation

Implementing the VB MAPP involves a systematic process:

Step 1: Preparation

- Gather background information from caregivers and teachers. - Observe the child in natural settings. -
Familiarize yourself with the child's current skills and behaviors.

Step 2: Conducting the Assessment

- Use structured prompts and direct observation. - Record the child's responses accurately. - Determine
whether the child has met, is emerging, or has not yet acquired each milestone.



Step 3: Scoring and Analysis

- Assign scores based on the child's performance. - Generate a profile highlighting strengths and
weaknesses. - Use the data to inform placement decisions and individualized goals.

Step 4: Developing the Placement Program

- Based on assessment results, determine the appropriate starting point in intervention. - Identify specific
skills to target. - Design a curriculum aligned with the child's current level and developmental needs.

Using VB MAPP for Placement and Program Development

The primary purpose of the VB MAPP is to guide the placement of children into appropriate educational
and therapeutic environments and to inform individualized program development.

Placement Protocol

- Match the child's assessed skill level to the curriculum that best fits their developmental stage. - Ensure
the environment provides adequate support for skill acquisition. - Use the assessment as a baseline to
measure progress over time.

Program Development

- Set specific, measurable goals aligned with the child's current skills and potential. - Incorporate
evidence-based teaching strategies such as Discrete Trial Training (DTT) and Natural Environment
Teaching (NET). - Regularly monitor and adjust goals based on ongoing assessments.

Benefits of the VB MAPP

Implementing the VB MAPP offers several advantages:

Provides a comprehensive picture of a child's verbal and social sKills.
Supports data-driven decision-making for placement and intervention.
Facilitates goal setting aligned with developmental milestones.
Encourages early identification of skill deficits and strengths.
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Promotes continuity of care across different environments and professionals.

Integrating VB MAPP with Other Interventions

While the VB MAPP is a powerful tool, it is most effective when integrated into a broader intervention plan
that includes: - Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) - Visual supports and augmentative
communication - Social skills training - Parent and caregiver training - Transition planning for school and
community settings By combining these approaches, practitioners can create a holistic program that
addresses the child’s comprehensive developmental needs.
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Conclusion

The VB MAPP Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program Protocol serves as an
essential framework for evaluating and supporting children with autism and developmental delays. Its
structured approach to assessing verbal behavior milestones allows for precise identification of skill
levels, guiding effective placement and individualized programming. When used consistently and in
conjunction with other evidence-based practices, the VB MAPP can significantly enhance a child's
developmental trajectory, promoting meaningful communication, social skills, and independence. By
understanding and implementing the VB MAPP protocol, practitioners, educators, and families can work
collaboratively to foster optimal learning environments and achieve positive outcomes for children with
diverse needs.

VB-MAPP: Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program Protocol—An In-Depth
Expert Review

Introduction

In the realm of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and early intervention for children with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), the VB-MAPP stands out as a comprehensive, evidence-based tool designed to assess
verbal behavior and guide individualized programming. Developed by Dr. Mark Sundberg, the VB-MAPP
has gained widespread recognition among practitioners, educators, and clinicians for its structured
approach to evaluating language skills and developmental milestones. This review provides an in-depth
exploration of the VB-MAPP protocol, focusing on its assessment components, placement strategies,
and practical application to optimize outcomes for learners.

What is the VB-MAPP?

VB-MAPP (Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program) is a developmental
assessment tool rooted in the principles of ABA and Skinner’s analysis of verbal behavior. It functions as
both an evaluative and a planning instrument, offering insights into a child's current language and social
skills while guiding tailored intervention strategies.

The VB-MAPP is divided into three primary components:

1. Milestones Assessment: Evaluates language and social skills across various developmental levels.
2. Barriers Assessment: Identifies challenges and deficits hindering progress.
3. Transition Assessment: Determines readiness for more advanced or naturalistic instruction.

By combining these elements, the VB-MAPP provides a comprehensive picture of a child's strengths and
areas needing support, facilitating individualized programming and progress tracking.

The Significance of the VB-MAPP in Practice

The utility of the VB-MAPP lies in its multi-dimensional approach, blending developmental milestones
with behavior analytic principles. Its structured format allows for:

1. Accurate Baseline Measurement: Establishing where the child currently functions.



2. Goal Setting: Creating measurable, developmentally appropriate objectives.

3. Program Planning: Designing focused interventions based on specific deficits.

4. Progress Monitoring: Tracking improvements over time with standardized benchmarks.

5. Placement Decisions: Informing educational and therapeutic placements aligning with the child's skills.

This holistic approach ensures that interventions are tailored, evidence-based, and aligned with the
child's developmental trajectory.

Detailed Breakdown of the VB-MAPP Protocol
1. The Milestones Assessment

The core of the VB-MAPP, the Milestones Assessment, evaluates a child's skills across multiple domains
aligned with typical developmental milestones. It covers approximately 16 levels, from early foundational
skills to more complex language functions.

Key Domains Assessed:

Mand (Requesting): Ability to request items or actions.

Tact (Labeling): Naming and identifying objects, actions, or attributes.

Echoic (Vocal Imitation): Repetition of sounds or words.

Intraverbal (Conversational Skills): Responding to questions and engaging in simple conversations.
Visual Perceptual Skills: Recognizing and matching visual stimuli.

Listener Skills: Following instructions and understanding language.

Play and Social Skills: Engagement, imitation, and social interactions.

Motor Skills: Fine and gross motor abilities relevant to functional tasks.
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Assessment Process:

1. The clinician observes and records the child's abilities in each domain.

2. The assessment is conducted through direct observation, caregiver reports, or a combination.
3. Skills are marked as "present” or "absent" based on specific criteria.

4. The results are tabulated into a Milestones Profile, illustrating developmental levels.

Why It Matters:

Understanding where a child stands in these domains helps clinicians prioritize areas needing
intervention and track developmental progress over time.

1. Barriers Assessment

Beyond skill acquisition, the VB-MAPP includes a Barriers Assessment designed to identify factors that
impede learning and progress. These barriers can include:

1. Aggression

2. Self-injury

3. Tantrums

4. Non-compliance
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5. Limited motivation
6. Poor imitation skills

Purpose and Usage:

1. To determine the severity and frequency of problematic behaviors.
2. Toinform intervention plans that address both skill deficits and challenging behaviors.
3. To establish baseline levels and monitor changes post-intervention.

Implementation:

1. The clinician collects data via direct observation and caregiver interviews.
2. Barriers are rated on a severity scale.
3. Strategies are developed to reduce barriers while promoting skill development.

1. Transition Assessment

The Transition Assessment measures the child's readiness to progress to more advanced skills or
natural environments. It considers factors such as:

Cognitive skills
Language abilities
Social interactions
Motivation
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Adaptive functioning
Objective:

1. To assess whether the child can benefit from more naturalistic or less structured environments.
2. To plan for skill generalization and maintenance.

Using the VB-MAPP for Placement and Programming

The VB-MAPP is not merely an assessment; it is a strategic tool used for program placement and
curriculum development. Based on the assessment results, practitioners can:

1. Identify Appropriate Educational Settings: For example, a child with foundational language skills might
transition to more naturalistic classroom settings.

2. Design Individualized Programs: Setting goals for manding, tacting, imitation, social skills, and motor
development.

3. Prioritize Interventions: Focusing first on skills that are missing or delayed.

4. Establish Benchmarks: Clear, measurable objectives aligned with developmental levels.

Best Practices in Administering the VB-MAPP
1. Preparation:

1. Ensure the assessor is trained in verbal behavior and ABA principles.
2. Familiarize oneself with administration protocols and scoring criteria.



3. Gather comprehensive background information from caregivers and teachers.
1. Conducting the Assessment:

1. Use a combination of direct observation and caregiver input.
2. Be systematic and consistent in testing each skill.
3. Create a supportive environment to elicit optimal responses.

1. Scoring and Interpretation:

1. Record responses accurately.
2. Use the provided scoring sheets and guidelines.
3. Analyze the profile to identify patterns and intervention priorities.

1. Reporting and Planning:

1. Generate detailed reports summarizing strengths and deficits.
2. Develop individualized treatment plans based on results.
3. Schedule regular reassessments to monitor progress.

Advantages and Limitations of the VB-MAPP

Advantages:

Comprehensive and multi-dimensional assessment.
Developmentally appropriate benchmarks.

Facilitates goal setting and program planning.

Easily adaptable for different age groups and skill levels.
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Empirically grounded in verbal behavior theory.
Limitations:

1. Requires trained personnel for accurate administration.

2. May be time-consuming for extensive assessments.

3. Relies partly on caregiver reports, which can introduce bias.

4. Not a standalone diagnostic tool; must be used alongside other assessments.

Integrating the VB-MAPP into Broader Interventions

The VB-MAPP is most effective when integrated into a comprehensive ABA program. It serves as a
foundation for:

1. Skill Acquisition Programs: Targeted teaching of language and social skills.

2. Behavior Management: Addressing barriers identified during assessment.

3. Transition Planning: Preparing children for natural environments and inclusive settings.
4. Data-Driven Decision Making: Using progress data to modify interventions.

Clinicians often revisit the VB-MAPP at regular intervals, such as quarterly or biannually, to ensure that
interventions remain aligned with the child's evolving needs.
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Conclusion

The VB-MAPP remains a gold standard in verbal behavior assessment and placement planning for

children with ASD and other developmental delays. Its structured, evidence-based approach offers

clinicians a clear roadmap for identifying strengths, pinpointing deficits, and designing effective,

individualized intervention programs. When administered with fidelity and integrated into a

comprehensive ABA framework, the VB-MAPP can significantly enhance the quality and outcomes of
early intervention efforts.

By understanding its components—from developmental milestones to barriers and transition

readiness—practitioners can leverage this tool to foster meaningful progress, promote independence,

and support each child's unique pathway toward communication and social engagement.

Questions & Answers About vb mapp verbal behavior milestones

assessment and placement program protocol

No Question Answer

1 What is the primary purpose of the | The VB-MAPP (Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment
VB-MAPP assessment? and Placement Program) is designed to assess a child's

language and social skills, identify skill deficits, and guide
individualized intervention planning for children with autism
or other developmental delays.

2 | How is the VB-MAPP protocol The VB-MAPP protocol is structured into multiple
structured? components, including a Milestones Assessment that

evaluates language and social skills across various levels, a
Barriers Assessment that identifies obstacles to learning,
and a Transition Assessment to plan for future educational
placements and goals.

3 | What are the key milestones Key milestones include early vocalizations, imitation,
evaluated in the VB-MAPP receptive and expressive language, requesting, social skills,
assessment? and play skills, among others, typically segmented across

developmental levels from 6 months to 4 years.

4 | How can practitioners use the VB- | Practitioners analyze the child's assessment results to
MAPP to inform intervention identify skill deficits and strengths, then develop targeted
planning? goals and interventions tailored to the child's developmental

level and specific needs, facilitating effective skill acquisition.

5 | Is the VB-MAPP suitable for While primarily designed for children with autism aged from
children of all ages and 6 months to 4 years, the VB-MAPP can be adapted for older
developmental levels? children or those at different developmental levels to guide

intervention and track progress.

VB MAPP, verbal behavior, milestones, assessment, placement program, protocol, language

development, behavior analysis, early intervention, developmental benchmarks
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