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100 Most Common French Verbs

100 most common french verbs form the backbone of everyday communication in the
French language. Mastering these verbs is essential for anyone learning French, as they
appear frequently in conversations, texts, and media. Whether you're a beginner aiming to
build a solid foundation or an intermediate learner looking to expand your vocabulary,
understanding the most common French verbs will significantly enhance your fluency and
confidence. In this article, we will explore the 100 most common French verbs, their
meanings, and how to use them effectively.

Why Focus on the 100 Most Common French Verbs?

Understanding the most frequently used verbs in French allows learners to:

Communicate more effectively in everyday situations1.
Build a strong grammatical foundation2.
Expand vocabulary efficiently by learning core verbs3.
Improve comprehension of spoken and written French4.

These verbs are the building blocks of French sentences, used to express actions, states,
and occurrences. By mastering them, learners can begin forming meaningful sentences
quickly and accurately.

Categories of Common French Verbs

French verbs can be categorized based on their regularity and endings:

Regular Verbs

Most verbs ending in -er, -ir, and -re are regular, following predictable conjugation1.
patterns

Irregular Verbs

Some of the most common verbs are irregular, requiring memorization of unique1.
conjugation forms

Focusing on both types ensures comprehensive mastery of the language.



Top 100 Most Common French Verbs

Below is a curated list of the 100 most common French verbs, along with their basic
meanings. This list is organized alphabetically for easy reference.

Regular -ER Verbs

aimer — to love, to like1.
arriver — to arrive2.
chercher — to search, to look for3.
donner — to give4.
écouter — to listen5.
étudier — to study6.
habiter — to live (somewhere)7.
jouer — to play8.
parler — to speak, to talk9.
travailler — to work10.

Regular -IR Verbs

finir — to finish11.
choisir — to choose12.
grandir — to grow13.
réussir — to succeed14.
punir — to punish15.
réfléchir — to reflect, to think16.
maigrir — to lose weight17.
rougir — to blush18.
grossir — to gain weight19.
obéir — to obey20.

Regular -RE Verbs

attendre — to wait21.
perdre — to lose22.
répondre — to answer23.
vendre — to sell24.
descendre — to go down, to descend25.
entendre — to hear26.
permettre — to allow27.
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rendre — to give back, to return28.
défendre — to defend, to forbid29.
attendre — to wait30.

Irregular Verbs

avoir — to have31.
être — to be32.
aller — to go33.
faire — to do, to make34.
venir — to come35.
prendre — to take36.
voir — to see37.
pouvoir — to be able to38.
vouloir — to want39.
savoir — to know40.

Common Reflexive Verbs

se laver — to wash oneself41.
se lever — to get up42.
se coucher — to go to bed43.
se réveiller — to wake up44.
s’habiller — to dress45.
se souvenir — to remember46.
se dépêcher — to hurry47.
se promener — to walk, to stroll48.
se fâcher — to get angry49.
se rendre compte — to realize50.

How to Conjugate and Use These Verbs

Knowing the base form of these verbs is essential, but understanding how to conjugate
them in different tenses and persons is equally important.

Present Tense Conjugation

For regular verbs, conjugation follows predictable patterns:

For -er verbs (e.g., aimer): j’aime, tu aimes, il/elle aime, nous aimons, vous aimez,1.
ils/elles aiment



For -ir verbs (e.g., finir): je finis, tu finis, il/elle finit, nous finissons, vous finissez, ils/elles2.
finissent
For -re verbs (e.g., attendre): j’attends, tu attends, il/elle attend, nous attendons, vous3.
attendez, ils/elles attendent

Irregular verbs like "être" and "avoir" must be memorized:

être: suis, es, est, sommes, êtes, sont1.
avoir: ai, as, a, avons, avez, ont2.

Using Verbs in Sentences

Practice constructing sentences with different verbs:

Aimer: J’aime la musique. (I like music.)1.
Aller: Nous allons au cinéma. (We are going to the cinema.)2.
Faire: Elle fait ses devoirs. (She does her homework.)3.
Venir: Ils viennent demain. (They are coming tomorrow.)4.

Consistent practice with conjugation and sentence formation solidifies understanding.

Tips for Learning French Verbs Effectively

To master the 100 most common French verbs, consider these strategies:

Practice regularly: Dedicate time daily to review and conjugate verbs.1.
Use flashcards: Create flashcards for verbs and their conjugations.2.
Engage in conversations: Practice speaking with native speakers or language partners.3.
Read in French: Expose yourself to authentic texts to see verbs in context.4.
Write sentences: Reinforce learning by writing sentences using new verbs.5.

Consistent exposure and practice are key to internalizing these verbs.

Conclusion: Building a Strong Foundation with French
Verbs

Mastering the 100 most common French verbs is a pivotal step toward fluency. These verbs
underpin daily communication, enabling you to express actions, states, and intentions
effectively. By familiarizing yourself with their meanings, conjugations, and usage, you'll be
well on your way to speaking French confidently. Remember, language learning is a
gradual process; patience and persistence will pay off as you incorporate these core verbs
into your vocabulary and conversations. Start practicing today, and you'll soon find yourself
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navigating the French language with greater ease and proficiency!

100 Most Common French Verbs: An Expert Guide to Mastering French Verb Usage
Embarking on the journey to learn French can be both exciting and overwhelming,
especially when it comes to mastering verbs—a fundamental component of any language.
Among the myriad of verbs in the French language, certain ones stand out due to their
frequency of use and essential roles in everyday communication. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore the 100 most common French verbs, providing detailed insights into
their significance, conjugation patterns, and practical applications. Whether you're a
beginner aiming to build a solid foundation or an advanced learner seeking to refine your
skills, understanding these key verbs is crucial for fluency and confidence.

Understanding the Importance of Common French Verbs

French verbs serve as the backbone of sentences, enabling speakers to articulate actions,
states, and occurrences with precision. The most common verbs are the building blocks of
everyday conversations, written texts, and cultural expressions. Mastering this core set
accelerates your ability to communicate effectively, comprehend spoken French, and
immerse yourself in the language's nuances. Why Focus on the Top 100? - They cover the
majority of spoken and written French. - Learning them provides a solid foundation for
conjugation patterns. - They facilitate understanding of more complex verbs and idiomatic
expressions. - They help in constructing meaningful sentences rapidly. The Challenge of
French Verb Conjugation French verbs are categorized into three main groups based on
their infinitive endings: -er, -ir, and -re. Each group follows specific conjugation rules,
which can seem daunting initially. However, by familiarizing yourself with the most
common verbs, you'll recognize patterns that simplify learning.

Categories and Patterns in French Verbs

Understanding the classification and conjugation patterns is vital for mastering these
verbs. Here's a breakdown:

1. Regular Verbs

Most verbs fall into regular conjugation patterns, making them easier to learn once you
recognize their group. - -er verbs: e.g., aimer (to love), parler (to speak) - -ir verbs: e.g.,
finir (to finish), choisir (to choose) - -re verbs: e.g., attendre (to wait), perdre (to lose)



2. Irregular Verbs

These verbs do not follow standard patterns and are frequently used, so memorization and
practice are key. - e.g., être (to be), avoir (to have), aller (to go), faire (to do/make)

The Top 100 French Verbs: An In-Depth Analysis

Below, we present the most essential French verbs, grouped and explained to provide
context and usage tips.

1-20: The Essential Verbs for Everyday Communication

These verbs are foundational for expressing basic ideas, desires, states, and actions. 1. être
(to be) The most fundamental verb in French, used in all tenses and contexts. It’s
indispensable for describing identities, states, and conditions. - Present: je suis, tu es, il/elle
est, nous sommes, vous êtes, ils/elles sont - Usage: Je suis étudiant. (I am a student.) 2.
avoir (to have) Vital for possession, age, and forming compound tenses. - Present: j’ai, tu
as, il/elle a, nous avons, vous avez, ils/elles ont - Usage: Elle a un livre. (She has a book.) 3.
aller (to go) Expresses movement and future intentions. - Present: je vais, tu vas, il/elle va,
nous allons, vous allez, ils/elles vont - Usage: Nous allons au marché. (We are going to the
market.) 4. faire (to do, to make) A versatile verb used in numerous expressions. - Present:
je fais, tu fais, il/elle fait, nous faisons, vous faites, ils/elles font - Usage: Il fait beau. (The
weather is nice.) 5. dire (to say, to tell) Crucial for communication. - Present: je dis, tu dis,
il/elle dit, nous disons, vous dites, ils/elles disent - Usage: Je dis la vérité. (I tell the truth.)
6. pouvoir (can, to be able to) Expresses ability or permission. - Present: je peux, tu peux,
il/elle peut, nous pouvons, vous pouvez, ils/elles peuvent - Usage: Je peux aider. (I can
help.) 7. vouloir (to want) Expresses desire. - Present: je veux, tu veux, il/elle veut, nous
voulons, vous voulez, ils/elles veulent - Usage: Je veux un café. (I want a coffee.) 8. venir (to
come) Indicates movement toward the speaker. - Present: je viens, tu viens, il/elle vient,
nous venons, vous venez, ils/elles viennent - Usage: Ils viennent demain. (They come
tomorrow.) 9. voir (to see) Refers to visual perception. - Present: je vois, tu vois, il/elle voit,
nous voyons, vous voyez, ils/elles voient - Usage: Je vois la maison. (I see the house.) 10.
prendre (to take) Indicates grasping or choosing. - Present: je prends, tu prends, il/elle
prend, nous prenons, vous prenez, ils/elles prennent - Usage: Je prends le bus. (I take the
bus.) 11. devoir (must, to have to) Expresses obligation. - Present: je dois, tu dois, il/elle
doit, nous devons, vous devez, ils/elles doivent - Usage: Tu dois étudier. (You must study.)
12. donner (to give) Refers to offering or transferring. - Present: je donne, tu donnes, il/elle
donne, nous donnons, vous donnez, ils/elles donnent - Usage: Elle donne un cadeau. (She
gives a gift.) 13. parler (to speak, to talk) Used for communication. - Present: je parle, tu
parles, il/elle parle, nous parlons, vous parlez, ils/elles parlent - Usage: Nous parlons
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français. (We speak French.) 14. aimer (to like, to love) Expresses affection or preference. -
Present: j’aime, tu aimes, il/elle aime, nous aimons, vous aimez, ils/elles aiment - Usage:
J’aime la musique. (I like music.) 15. passer (to pass, to spend time) Refers to passing by or
spending time. - Present: je passe, tu passes, il/elle passe, nous passons, vous passez,
ils/elles passent - Usage: Je passe la journée à lire. (I spend the day reading.) 16. mettre (to
put, to place) Indicates placing or setting. - Present: je mets, tu mets, il/elle met, nous
mettons, vous mettez, ils/elles mettent - Usage: Il met le livre sur la table. (He puts the
book on the table.) 17. savoir (to know) Refers to knowledge or skills. - Present: je sais, tu
sais, il/elle sait, nous savons, vous savez, ils/elles savent - Usage: Je sais la réponse. (I know
the answer.) 18. venir (to come) (Already listed but worth emphasizing for its importance in
movement and future tense formation.) 19. falloir (to be necessary, only in impersonal form
'il faut') Expresses necessity. - Usage: Il faut étudier. (It’s necessary to study.) 20. tenir (to
hold) Refers to grasping or holding. - Present: je tiens, tu tiens, il/elle tient, nous tenons,
vous tenez, ils/elles tiennent - Usage: Je tiens le livre. (I hold the book.)

21-50: Additional Core Verbs for Nuanced Expression

These verbs expand your capacity to describe actions, preferences, and states. 21.
connaître (to know, to be familiar with) - Usage: Je connais Paris. (I know Paris.) 22. croire
(to believe) - Usage: Je crois en toi. (I believe in you.) 23. commencer (to begin) - Usage: Le
cours commence à neuf heures. (The class begins at nine o'clock.) 24. continuer (to
continue) - Usage: Nous continuons notre voyage. (We continue our journey.) 25. attendre
(to wait for) - Usage: Elle attend le bus. (She’s waiting for the bus.) 26. sortir (to go out, to
exit) - Usage: Ils sortent ce soir. (They are going out tonight.) 27.

Questions & Answers About 100 most common french
verbs

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the most common
French verb?

The most common French verb is 'être,' which means
'to be.'

2 How do you conjugate 'avoir'
in the present tense?

The present tense conjugation of 'avoir' is: j'ai, tu as,
il/elle/on a, nous avons, vous avez, ils/elles ont.

3 What is the meaning of the
French verb 'aller'?

'Aller' means 'to go.'

4 How do you form the passé
composé of 'parler'?

The passé composé of 'parler' is formed with the
auxiliary verb 'avoir' and the past participle: j'ai
parlé, tu as parlé, il/elle a parlé, etc.



5 What is the infinitive form of
the verb 'manger'?

The infinitive form of 'manger' is 'manger,' which
means 'to eat.'

6 How do you conjugate
'prendre' in the present
tense?

The present tense conjugation of 'prendre' is: je
prends, tu prends, il/elle/on prend, nous prenons,
vous prenez, ils/elles prennent.

7 What is the meaning of the
verb 'faire'?

'Faire' means 'to do' or 'to make.'

8 How do you form the future
tense of 'venir'?

The future tense of 'venir' is formed with the
auxiliary 'ir' + the infinitive: je viendrai, tu viendras,
il/elle viendra, etc.

9 What is the difference
between 'être' and 'avoir' in
French?

'Être' is used as the auxiliary verb in many compound
tenses and means 'to be,' while 'avoir' means 'to
have' and is used as an auxiliary verb for most other
verbs.

10 Can you give an example of a
common French verb in the
imperative form?

Yes, for example, the verb 'parler' in the imperative
is: parle! (speak!), parlons! (let's speak!), parlez!
(speak! - formal or plural).
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