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The Gospel According To John Has
Four Divisions

The gospel according to John has four divisions that serve to organize the narrative,
teachings, and theological themes of this profound biblical text. Understanding these divisions
is essential for scholars, students, and believers alike, as they reveal the structure and flow of
John’s Gospel, highlighting its purpose and message. Each division offers unique insights into
the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, emphasizing different aspects of His
identity and mission.

Overview of the Four Divisions of the Gospel According
to John

The Gospel according to John can be divided into four main sections, each with distinct themes
and purposes. These divisions are often outlined as follows:

1. The Prologue and Public Ministry (John 1:1–12)

2. The Book of Signs (John 1:13–12:50)

3. The Book of Glory (John 13:1–20:31)

4. The Epilogue and Resurrection Appearances (John 21)

Each section plays a vital role in unfolding the comprehensive message of who Jesus is and why
He came into the world.

The Prologue and Public Ministry

Introduction to the Logos (John 1:1–18)

The Gospel begins with a profound theological statement: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” This prologue sets the tone by emphasizing
Jesus’ divine nature, identifying Him as the eternal Logos (Word). It introduces key themes such
as light and life, establishing Jesus as the source of spiritual illumination and salvation.

John the Baptist’s Testimony (John 1:19–34)

This section presents John the Baptist’s role as the forerunner who points people to Jesus. His
testimony affirms Jesus’ divine identity and mission, highlighting Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world.



Early Disciples and the Calling of the First Followers (John
1:35–51)

The narrative details the initial encounters with Jesus, including the calling of Andrew, Simon
Peter, Philip, and Nathanael. These early interactions set the stage for Jesus’ public ministry and
emphasize the theme of discipleship.

The Book of Signs

Miracles as Signs of Divine Authority

This section contains seven miraculous signs that reveal Jesus’ divine power and authentication
of His identity:

Turning water into wine at Cana (John 2:1–11)1.
Healing the official’s son (John 4:46–54)2.
Healing the man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:1–15)3.
Feeding the 5000 (John 6:1–14)4.
Walking on water (John 6:16–21)5.
Healing the man born blind (John 9:1–41)6.
Raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1–44)7.

These signs serve to demonstrate Jesus’ divine authority and point to His identity as the Son of
God.

The “I Am” Statements

Throughout this section, Jesus makes several “I Am” declarations that deepen the
understanding of His divine nature:

I am the bread of life (John 6:35)1.
I am the light of the world (John 8:12)2.
I am the door of the sheep (John 10:7)3.
I am the good shepherd (John 10:11)4.
I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)5.
I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)6.
I am the true vine (John 15:1)7.

These statements emphasize Jesus’ divine identity and His role as the spiritual sustainer and
savior.

The Book of Glory

Last Supper and Jesus’ Farewell Discourse (John 13–17)

This section focuses on Jesus’ final teachings to His disciples, including:



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com The Gospel According To John Has Four Divisions 3

The washing of the disciples’ feet (John 13)1.
The new commandment to love one another (John 13:34–35)2.
The promise of the Holy Spirit (John 14–16)3.
Jesus’ prayer for His followers (John 17)4.

These teachings underscore themes of love, obedience, and the coming of the Holy Spirit as the
Counselor.

Jesus’ Passion, Crucifixion, and Burial (John 18–19)

This part narrates the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion, including His arrest, trial, and death.
It highlights Jesus’ sovereignty and fulfillment of divine prophecy, emphasizing His willingness to
sacrifice Himself for humanity’s salvation.

The Resurrection and Post-Resurrection Appearances (John
20–21)

The final chapters focus on Jesus’ resurrection, His appearances to Mary Magdalene, the
disciples, and Peter, and His commissioning of His followers. The narrative concludes with a
personal appearance to the disciples by the Sea of Galilee and an epilogue that affirms the
reliability of the Gospel account.

The Epilogue and Resurrection Appearances

The Purpose of the Final Chapter (John 21)

The concluding chapter offers a reflective account, including the miraculous catch of fish and
Jesus’ reinstatement of Peter. It serves to reinforce the continuity of Jesus’ ministry and the
importance of faith and obedience.

Significance for Believers

This final division emphasizes the personal and relational aspects of Jesus’ post-resurrection
appearances, encouraging believers to trust in His ongoing presence and mission.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Four Divisions in the
Gospel According to John

Understanding that the gospel according to John has four divisions helps readers to grasp the
full scope of its message. Each section builds upon the previous, collectively revealing Jesus’
divine nature, His miraculous signs, His teachings on love and obedience, and His victory over
death. Recognizing these divisions enhances biblical study, enabling believers to explore the
depths of Jesus’ identity and mission more systematically. By dividing the Gospel into these four
parts, John’s Gospel offers a structured pathway for understanding the life and work of Jesus
Christ, making it a cornerstone for Christian faith and theological reflection. Whether



approached as a theological treatise, a narrative of miracles, or a personal account of the risen
Christ, the four divisions serve as a guiding framework that illuminates the profound truths
contained within this sacred text.

The Gospel According to John Has Four Divisions: An In-Depth Analysis The Gospel According to
John stands as one of the most profound and theologically rich texts within the New Testament.
As a standalone document, it offers a unique perspective on the life, teachings, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. One of the most compelling features of this Gospel is its structural
division into four distinct sections, each serving a specific purpose and collectively contributing
to its overarching narrative and theological message. Understanding these divisions is essential
for scholars, clergy, and lay readers alike, as they reveal the layered complexity of John’s
Gospel and enhance our appreciation of its spiritual depth. In this comprehensive review, we will
explore the four divisions of the Gospel according to John, examining their content, themes, and
significance. This analysis aims to provide an expert-level understanding of how the Gospel is
organized and what each section contributes to the overall story.

Overview of the Four Divisions of the Gospel According
to John

The Gospel of John can be conceptually divided into four main parts, each with distinct
characteristics, themes, and narrative focuses. These divisions are not merely chronological but
also theological and literary, reflecting different phases of Jesus' ministry and revelation. The
four divisions are generally identified as: 1. The Prologue and Early Ministry (Chapters 1–4) 2.
The Public Ministry and Sign Miracles (Chapters 5–12) 3. The Farewell Discourse and Passion
Prediction (Chapters 13–17) 4. The Passion, Resurrection, and Post-Resurrection Appearances
(Chapters 18–21) Let's delve into each of these sections in detail.

Division 1: The Prologue and Early Ministry (Chapters
1–4)

The Prologue: The Word Became Flesh (John 1:1–18)

The Gospel opens with a poetic and profound prologue that functions as an theological
summary of the entire narrative. It introduces key themes such as the Logos (Word), divine
incarnation, light and darkness, and the revelation of God's grace. Key Highlights: - The Logos
as pre-existent and divine (John 1:1–3) - The incarnation: The Word becoming flesh (John 1:14) -
The revelation of grace and truth through Jesus (John 1:14, 17) - The significance of John the
Baptist's role in preparing the way (John 1:6–8, 15) Significance: This opening sets the
theological tone, emphasizing Jesus’ divine nature and his mission to bring light to a dark world.
It also establishes the concept of eternal life and the new covenant.

The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: Calling Disciples and Early
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Miracles (Chapters 1–4)

Following the prologue, the Gospel narrates Jesus’ initial interactions and miracles, which serve
to reveal his identity and mission. Key Episodes: - The calling of the first disciples (John 1:35–51)
- The miracle at Cana: Turning water into wine (John 2:1–11) - Cleansing of the temple (John
2:13–22) - Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus about being born again (John 3:1–21) - The
encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1–42) Themes and Significance: - The
recognition of Jesus as the Messiah begins here. - Miracles serve as signs pointing to his divine
authority. - The emphasis on spiritual rebirth and living water introduces central theological
concepts. - The initial interactions hint at the growing tension between Jesus and religious
authorities. Expert Commentary: This section functions as an introduction to Jesus’ public
ministry, emphasizing personal encounters and the beginning of divine revelations. It
showcases the Gospel’s focus on individual transformation and faith as pathways to eternal life.

Division 2: The Public Ministry and Sign Miracles
(Chapters 5–12)

The Ministry of Signs and Controversies (Chapters 5–10)

This section marks the core of Jesus’ public ministry, characterized by a series of sign miracles
and profound teachings that deepen the understanding of his divine identity. Key Highlights: -
Healing the man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:1–15) - Feeding the 5000 and walking on water
(John 6:1–21) - The bread of life discourse (John 6:22–71) - Healing the man born blind (John 9) -
The raising of Lazarus (John 11) Themes and Significance: - Miracles are presented as signs
pointing to Jesus’ divine authority. - The "I am" statements (e.g., “I am the bread of life,” John
6:35) underline his divine self-revelation. - Increasing opposition from Jewish leaders,
highlighting the tension between faith and unbelief. - The raising of Lazarus signifies Jesus’
power over death and foreshadows his own resurrection.

The Final Public Encounters and Increasing Tensions (Chapters
11–12)

As Jesus’ ministry progresses, opposition intensifies, leading to critical confrontations and
predictions of his death. Key Episodes: - The plot to kill Lazarus and Jesus’ withdrawal to
Bethany (John 11) - The triumphal entry into Jerusalem (John 12:12–19) - Jesus’ anointing at
Bethany (John 12:1–8) - The coming of the hour: Jesus’ final public appearance before his
Passion (John 12:20–50) Expert Perspective: This segment is pivotal in setting the stage for
Jesus’ arrest. It emphasizes the significance of faith in recognizing Jesus’ divine mission and
introduces the concept of Jesus as the bread of life and the light of the world.

Division 3: The Farewell Discourse and Passion



Prediction (Chapters 13–17)

The Last Supper and Jesus’ Farewell (Chapters 13–14)

This section shifts from public ministry to intimate teaching. Jesus prepares his disciples for his
impending departure. Key Elements: - Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, exemplifying humility
and service (John 13:1–20) - The new commandment: Love one another (John 13:31–35) - Jesus’
reassurance: “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) - Promises of the Holy Spirit (the
Advocate) to guide and empower the disciples (John 14:15–31) Themes: - The importance of
love and service. - The intimate relationship between Jesus and his followers. - The promise of
the Spirit as a divine helper.

The High Priestly Prayer and Jesus’ Final Teachings (Chapters
15–17)

This part contains Jesus’ prayer for his disciples and future believers, highlighting unity, love,
and divine purpose. Key Highlights: - The vine and branches metaphor (John 15) - The promise
of persecution and the need for endurance (John 15:18–25) - Jesus prays for his disciples’
protection and sanctification (John 17) Significance: - Emphasizes the importance of remaining
connected to Jesus. - Offers a glimpse of the divine community and the mission of believers. -
Sets the theological foundation for the church’s life and witness. Expert Insight: This section
functions as a spiritual and doctrinal summary, emphasizing unity, love, and divine support,
which are essential for the church’s identity and mission.

Division 4: The Passion, Resurrection, and Post-
Resurrection Appearances (Chapters 18–21)

The Passion Narrative (Chapters 18–19)

This segment narrates the arrest, trial, crucifixion, and death of Jesus. Key Events: - Jesus’ arrest
in Gethsemane (John 18:1–11) - The trial before Pilate (John 18:28–19:16) - The crucifixion and
death of Jesus (John 19:17–37) Themes: - The voluntary nature of Jesus’ sacrifice. - The
fulfillment of scripture. - Jesus’ final words from the cross, emphasizing trust and purpose.

The Resurrection and Post-Resurrection Appearances (Chapters
20–21)

The Gospel concludes with accounts of Jesus’ resurrection and appearances to his disciples,
affirming his divine victory over death. Key Highlights: - The empty tomb and Mary Magdalene’s
encounter (John 20:1–18) - Jesus appears to the disciples, offering peace and commissioning
them (John 20:19–23) - The miraculous catch of fish and restoration of Peter (John 21) - The
concluding remarks and purpose statement of the Gospel (John 21:24–25) Expert Reflection:
These chapters serve as the triumphant culmination of Jesus’ mission, emphasizing belief, faith,
and the ongoing life of the church.
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Conclusion: The Significance of the Four Divisions

The Gospel according to John’s four-part structure is a masterful literary and theological design
that guides the reader through a layered understanding of Jesus’ identity, mission, and the
implications for believers. Each division plays a strategic role: - The Prologue and early ministry
establish

Questions & Answers About the gospel according to
john has four divisions

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the four divisions of
the Gospel according to John?

The Gospel of John is traditionally divided into four main
sections: the Prologue (John 1:1-18), the Book of Signs
(John 1:19-12:50), the Book of Glory (John 13:1-20:31),
and the Epilogue (John 21).

2 Why does the Gospel of John
have four divisions, and what is
their significance?

The four divisions help structure the Gospel to highlight
key themes: the divine nature of Christ (Prologue), His
miracles and teachings (Signs), His Passion and
resurrection (Glory), and the post-resurrection
appearances (Epilogue). This division aids readers in
understanding the progression of Jesus' ministry and its
theological importance.

3 How does the division of the
Gospel according to John
enhance its theological
message?

The divisions emphasize different aspects of Jesus’
identity and mission—His divine preexistence, signs
that reveal His nature, His sacrificial death and
resurrection, and His post-resurrection
appearances—thereby reinforcing the Gospel’s central
message of Jesus as the Son of God and savior.

4 Are the four divisions of John’s
Gospel unique compared to
other Gospels?

Yes, while other Gospels have their own structures, the
division of John into these four sections is distinctive,
especially with the emphasis on the theological
prologue, the signs, and the detailed account of Jesus’
glory and resurrection, which reflect its unique
theological focus.

5 How can understanding the
four divisions of the Gospel
according to John aid in Bible
study?

Knowing the divisions helps readers approach the
Gospel systematically, highlighting key themes and
events in each section, and deepening understanding
of Jesus’ identity, His miracles, His sacrifice, and His
resurrection, ultimately enriching faith and
comprehension.

Gospel of John, four divisions, New Testament, biblical structure, Johannine literature, Gospel
themes, biblical divisions, John chapter breakdown, Christian theology, Gospel authorship
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