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Quantico National Cemetery

quantico national cemetery stands as a revered resting place for thousands of American service members,
veterans, and their eligible family members. Located in Prince William County, Virginia, this historic cemetery
embodies the nation's gratitude and respect for those who have served in the United States Armed Forces. With
its rich history, serene landscapes, and numerous memorials, Quantico National Cemetery is not only a place of
burial but also a symbol of honor, sacrifice, and patriotism.

History and Establishment of Quantico National Cemetery

Origins and Early Years

Quantico National Cemetery was established in 1963 by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The land was
originally part of the Marine Corps Base Quantico, a significant military installation that has played a vital role in
training U.S. Marines since the early 20th century. Recognizing the need for a dedicated national cemetery in the
region, the government designated this site to serve as a final resting place for veterans from multiple conflicts.

Development and Expansion

Since its inception, Quantico National Cemetery has undergone multiple expansions to accommodate the
growing number of eligible interments. Its strategic location near Washington, D.C., and Marine Corps Base
Quantico makes it an accessible and prominent site for honoring military service members from across the
nation.

Location and Accessibility

Geographical Setting

Quantico National Cemetery is situated approximately 40 miles south of Washington, D.C., in Prince William
County, Virginia. Its scenic setting offers a tranquil environment with well-maintained grounds, mature trees, and
landscaped gardens designed to provide peace and reflection for visitors.

Directions and Transportation

- By Car: The cemetery is easily accessible via Interstate 95. Visitors can take the Quantico exit and follow signs
to the cemetery entrance. - Public Transit: While public transportation options are limited, visitors can use
regional bus services to nearby towns and then arrange for local transportation. - Accessibility: The cemetery is
wheelchair accessible, with paved pathways and accessible parking areas to accommodate visitors with mobility
challenges.

Features and Amenities of Quantico National Cemetery



Burial Options

Quantico National Cemetery offers various burial options to meet the needs of eligible service members and their
families, including:

Traditional in-ground casket burials1.
In-ground cremation burials2.
Columbarium niches for cremated remains3.
Private family plots4.

Memorials and Monuments

The cemetery is home to several significant memorials, including: - The Veterans Memorial honoring all who
have served. - The Marine Corps Memorial, reflecting the cemetery’s close ties to the Marine Corps community. -
The Gold Star Families Memorial, recognizing families who have lost loved ones in service.

Landscaping and Maintenance

The grounds are meticulously maintained by dedicated staff, ensuring a respectful and serene environment.
Beautifully landscaped gardens, fountains, and walking paths enhance the reflective atmosphere.

Facilities and Visitor Services

- Visitor Center: Provides information, assistance, and memorial materials. - Restrooms: Available for visitors’
convenience. - Parking: Ample parking spaces are available, including accessible parking. - Accessibility: The
site is wheelchair friendly, with paved pathways and accessible facilities.

Eligibility and Burial Procedures

Who is Eligible?

Quantico National Cemetery primarily serves: - Veterans who were discharged under conditions other than
dishonorable. - Active-duty personnel. - Certain family members of eligible veterans, including spouses, children,
and sometimes parents.

Application Process

To arrange a burial, eligible individuals or their families should contact the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs or
the cemetery directly. Necessary documentation, such as discharge papers (DD214), proof of eligibility, and
personal identification, are required.

Scheduling and Arrangements

Burials are scheduled in advance, with ceremonies conducted according to the family's preferences. The
cemetery staff assists with logistical arrangements to ensure respectful and dignified services.
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Special Events and Commemorations

Quantico National Cemetery hosts numerous annual events to honor service members and educate the public
about military history and sacrifice, including: - Memorial Day ceremonies. - Veterans Day observances. -
Wreath-laying ceremonies. - Educational programs and community outreach events. These events foster a
sense of community and remembrance, reinforcing the cemetery’s role as a living memorial.

Respectful Visiting Tips and Guidelines

To ensure a respectful environment for all visitors and those interred, please observe the following:

Maintain silence or speak quietly, especially during ceremonies.1.
Refrain from disturbing or removing memorials or flowers.2.
Respect designated areas and follow posted signs and instructions.3.
Keep pets on a leash and clean up after them.4.

Why Visit Quantico National Cemetery?

Visiting Quantico National Cemetery offers an opportunity to pay tribute, reflect on the sacrifices made by service
members, and gain a deeper appreciation for the sacrifices that have preserved American freedoms. It is also a
place for family and friends to find comfort and closure.

Conclusion

Quantico National Cemetery stands as a testament to the enduring gratitude of the nation toward its veterans
and active service members. Its well-maintained grounds, meaningful memorials, and serene atmosphere make
it a fitting place to honor those who have served. Whether attending ceremonies, paying respects, or simply
reflecting, visitors to Quantico National Cemetery partake in a sacred tradition of remembrance and reverence.
Meta Description: Discover the history, features, and significance of Quantico National Cemetery in Virginia.
Learn about its amenities, eligibility, and how it serves as a vital memorial honoring U.S. service members.

Quantico National Cemetery: A Beacon of Honor and Remembrance Nestled in the scenic landscape of Prince
William County, Virginia, Quantico National Cemetery stands as a solemn testament to the nation's gratitude for
its fallen heroes. Covering over 770 acres, this historic site serves as the final resting place for more than 25,000
service members and their eligible family members. Its serene grounds, rich history, and meticulous
maintenance make it one of the most revered military cemeteries in the United States. This comprehensive
review aims to explore every facet of Quantico National Cemetery, from its history and layout to the services it
provides and its significance to the military community.

Historical Background and Significance

Origins and Establishment

Quantico National Cemetery was established in 1987, a relatively recent addition to the network of national
cemeteries, yet it quickly became an integral part of honoring service members. The land was originally part of
Marine Corps Base Quantico, one of the most prominent military training installations in the country. Recognizing



the need for a dedicated national resting place close to the nation's capital, the cemetery was developed with
careful planning and respect for military traditions.

Historical Context

While the cemetery itself is modern, its location is steeped in military history. Marine Corps Base Quantico has
played a pivotal role in training and developing military personnel since the early 20th century. The cemetery
embodies this legacy by serving as a final honor for those who have served across multiple generations and
conflicts, from World War II to recent deployments.

Location and Accessibility

Geographical Setting

Quantico National Cemetery is situated approximately 35 miles south of Washington, D.C., in Prince William
County, Virginia. Its proximity to the nation's capital makes it accessible for national ceremonies and for families
traveling from across the country. The site offers a tranquil environment with lush greenery, mature trees, and
well-maintained landscapes, providing a peaceful atmosphere for reflection and remembrance.

Transportation Options

- By Car: The cemetery is easily accessible via Interstate 95 and Virginia State Route 619. Ample parking
facilities are available for visitors. - Public Transit: While public transportation options are limited, visitors can use
regional bus services to nearby towns and then arrange for local transportation. - Special Tours and Visits: The
cemetery offers guided tours for groups, veterans' organizations, and educational institutions, emphasizing its
role as a place of history and reverence.

Layout and Grounds

Design and Landscape

Quantico National Cemetery is meticulously designed with a focus on serenity and dignity. Its layout features: -
Broad, paved avenues lined with American flags. - Well-maintained lawns and flower beds. - Mature trees
providing shade and a sense of permanence. - Several memorials and monuments honoring specific conflicts,
branches of service, and veteran groups.

Sections and Features

The cemetery is divided into various sections to organize the interments: - Standard Sections: For casketed and
cremated remains. - Specialized Sections: Such as those dedicated to specific military branches or conflicts. -
Memorials and Monuments: Including the WWII Memorial, Korean War Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial, and
dedicated plaques recognizing Medal of Honor recipients.
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Interment Services and Procedures

Eligibility Criteria

Quantico National Cemetery is reserved for: - Veterans who meet the minimum active duty service requirements.
- Spouses and dependents of eligible service members. - Certain Medal of Honor recipients and former prisoners
of war.

Types of Interments

- In-ground Casketed Burial: Traditional casket placement. - Cremated Remains: Inurnment in columbarium
niches or scattered in designated areas. - Pre-Planning: Veterans and families can plan and pre-arrange their
services to ensure wishes are honored.

Interment Process

- Arranged through the VA or authorized funeral homes. - Scheduled based on availability and interment type. -
Includes a committal service, often with military honors, rifle volleys, and the playing of "Taps."

Military Honors and Ceremonies

Standard Honors

Quantico National Cemetery routinely conducts military funeral honors, which typically include: - Presentation of
the folded flag. - A rifle salute. - The playing of "Taps" by a bugler or recorded sound.

Special Ceremonies

The cemetery hosts annual events such as: - Memorial Day ceremonies. - Veterans Day observances. -
Commemorations for specific conflicts or units. These events foster community remembrance and ensure that
the sacrifices of service members are never forgotten.

Facilities and Amenities

Visitor Center and Administration

The cemetery features a well-organized visitor center where families can obtain information, register for services,
and access resources about burial options.

Chapel and Reflection Areas

A small chapel provides a quiet space for personal reflection, prayer, or small memorial services.

Restroom and Parking Facilities

Clean and accessible amenities are available for visitors, including ample parking spaces designed to



accommodate large groups.

Accessibility

Paths and facilities are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), ensuring all visitors can
navigate the grounds comfortably.

Community Engagement and Education

Veteran Support and Outreach

Quantico National Cemetery partners with various veteran organizations to: - Facilitate remembrance activities. -
Provide educational programs. - Offer support services for grieving families.

Educational Programs

The cemetery often hosts school groups, historical societies, and military organizations to teach about: - Military
history. - The significance of national cemeteries. - Patriotism and service.

Volunteer Opportunities

Community members and veterans are encouraged to volunteer in various capacities, including: - Grounds
maintenance. - Memorial event organization. - Greeting visitors and offering assistance.

Conservation and Maintenance

Preservation Efforts

Maintaining the dignity of the cemetery involves: - Regular landscaping and groundskeeping. - Preservation of
monuments and memorials. - Upgrading infrastructure with sensitivity to historical integrity.

Sustainable Practices

Efforts are made to: - Use environmentally friendly landscaping materials. - Reduce waste through recycling
programs. - Implement water conservation measures.

Personal Reflection and Why Quantico Matters

Visiting Quantico National Cemetery is more than a routine; it’s an act of remembrance and appreciation. The
expansive grounds, meticulously maintained, evoke a profound sense of respect and solemnity. For families, it
offers a sacred space to honor loved ones; for visitors, it serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made for freedom.
The cemetery’s role in fostering community, education, and national pride underscores its importance beyond
just a burial site. It symbolizes collective gratitude and the enduring legacy of those who have served.
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Conclusion: A Lasting Tribute

Quantico National Cemetery exemplifies the nation’s commitment to honoring its fallen heroes with dignity,
respect, and reverence. Its strategic location, beautiful grounds, comprehensive services, and active community
engagement make it a model for national cemeteries across the country. Whether visiting to pay respects, attend
a ceremony, or learn about military history, visitors find in Quantico a place that embodies patriotism and
gratitude. As generations continue to serve, this sacred ground remains an enduring symbol of sacrifice and
remembrance, ensuring that the stories of service are never forgotten.

Questions & Answers About quantico national cemetery

No Question Answer

1 What is the significance of Quantico
National Cemetery?

Quantico National Cemetery is a United States national cemetery
that serves as the final resting place for thousands of U.S.
service members, veterans, and their families, honoring their
service and sacrifice.

2 Where is Quantico National
Cemetery located?

Quantico National Cemetery is located near Triangle, Virginia, in
Prince William County, approximately 40 miles south of
Washington, D.C.

3 What are the visitation hours for
Quantico National Cemetery?

Quantico National Cemetery is open for visitors daily from dawn
to dusk. However, specific services and ceremonies may have
designated times, so it's recommended to check their official
website or contact the administration for detailed information.

4 Are there any upcoming memorial
events at Quantico National
Cemetery?

Yes, Quantico National Cemetery hosts various memorial events
throughout the year, including Memorial Day ceremonies,
Veterans Day observances, and other commemorative services.
It's best to consult their event calendar for scheduled activities.

5 How can I arrange for a burial or
memorial service at Quantico
National Cemetery?

To arrange a burial or memorial service at Quantico National
Cemetery, you should contact the Department of Veterans Affairs
or the cemetery administration directly. They can guide you
through the eligibility requirements, paperwork, and scheduling
process.

military cemetery, Arlington Cemetery, Virginia cemeteries, veterans memorial, national military cemetery, fallen
soldiers, war memorials, military honors, veterans' graves, patriotic sites
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