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Shapes Shapes Shapes By Tana Hoban Read
Aloud

shapes shapes shapes by tana hoban read aloud is a delightful and educational book that has captivated
young readers and their families alike. Tana Hoban’s innovative approach to teaching shapes through vibrant
photography and engaging text makes this book a timeless classic in early childhood education. In this article, we
will explore the book’s content, its educational value, and how reading aloud can enhance a child's understanding of
shapes and spatial awareness.

Introduction to Shapes Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban

Overview of the Book

Shapes Shapes Shapes is a beautifully illustrated book that introduces children to basic geometric forms such as
circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, and more. Unlike traditional shape books that rely solely on drawings or
cartoons, Tana Hoban employs real-world photographs to demonstrate how these shapes appear in everyday
objects. This approach not only makes the learning process more relatable but also stimulates children’s curiosity
about their environment.

The Unique Approach of Tana Hoban

Tana Hoban was renowned for her photographic books that emphasize visual exploration. Her work in Shapes
Shapes Shapes exemplifies her ability to blend art and education seamlessly. The photographs are carefully curated
to highlight shapes in familiar objects, making abstract concepts tangible and accessible to young minds.

The Educational Benefits of Reading Shapes Shapes Shapes Aloud

Enhancing Vocabulary and Language Skills

Reading the book aloud introduces children to new vocabulary related to shapes and spatial concepts. Words like
“circle,” “square,” “triangle,” “rectangle,” and “oval” become familiar as children associate the terms with real-world
images. Repetition and rhythm in reading aloud reinforce retention and understanding.

Developing Visual Discrimination and Observation Skills

As children listen and observe the photographs, they learn to identify shapes in their environment. This improves
their visual discrimination skills—the ability to notice differences and similarities among shapes—and sharpens their
observation skills.



Promoting Cognitive and Spatial Awareness

Understanding shapes is foundational for developing spatial reasoning. Recognizing how shapes fit together,
overlap, or form patterns helps children develop problem-solving skills and an understanding of geometry concepts.

Fostering Engagement and Interactive Learning

Reading aloud creates an interactive experience where children can ask questions, make connections, and
participate actively. Pointing to objects and encouraging children to identify shapes enhances engagement and
makes learning fun.

How to Read Shapes Shapes Shapes Effectively

Preparing for the Reading Session

- Select a quiet space with good lighting to focus on the photographs. - Gather the book and be ready to point out
shapes as you read. - Encourage children to look closely at each photograph and describe what they see.

Reading Strategies

- Use a lively and expressive tone to maintain interest. - Pause at each photograph to ask, “What shape is this?” or
“Can you find the circle?” - Reinforce learning by asking children to identify shapes in their environment, such as a
round clock or a rectangular door.

Follow-Up Activities

- Shape scavenger hunt around the house or classroom. - Drawing and coloring shapes inspired by photographs
from the book. - Creating shape collages using cut-out pictures or objects.

The Content and Structure of Shapes Shapes Shapes

Organization of the Book

The book is typically organized by types of shapes, starting with simple forms like circles and squares and
progressing to more complex or less common shapes. Each page features a large photograph of an object
exemplifying the shape, accompanied by a simple, clear caption.

Examples of Shapes Featured

- Circles: wheels, coins, fruit slices - Squares: tiles, boxes, windows - Triangles: sandwiches, road signs, pyramids -
Rectangles: books, tables, doors - Ovals and other shapes: eggs, mirrors, mirrors
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Illustrative Photographs and Their Impact

The use of real photographs helps children connect abstract shape concepts to tangible objects. Seeing a
photograph of a slice of pizza as a triangle or a clock as a circle helps demystify shapes and understand their
prevalence in daily life.

Educational Extensions and Resources

Complementary Activities

- Shape sorting games using physical objects or pictures. - Building with blocks of various shapes to understand
how shapes combine. - Creating shape-based art projects, such as drawing or collage making.

Supplemental Books and Materials

- “Mouse Shapes” by Ellen Stoll Walsh for a story-based exploration. - Shape puzzles and tangrams to develop
spatial reasoning. - Interactive shape apps and digital games designed for preschoolers.

Incorporating Shapes into Daily Routines

Parents and educators can integrate shape recognition into everyday activities:

Identifying shapes during walks or outings.1.
Pointing out shapes in household objects during chores.2.
Using shape-themed songs or rhymes to reinforce learning.3.

The Importance of Reading Aloud for Early Childhood Development

Building a Love for Reading

Reading aloud to children fosters a positive attitude towards books and learning. It creates a bonding experience
and models fluent reading.

Developing Listening and Comprehension Skills

Listening to a story read aloud helps children develop attention span, understanding of language, and the ability to
follow narratives and concepts.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Curiosity

As children observe photographs and listen to descriptive language, they develop curiosity about the world around
them and begin asking questions, promoting critical thinking.



Conclusion

Reading Shapes Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban aloud is more than just sharing a picture book; it’s an engaging
educational experience that lays the foundation for geometric understanding and spatial reasoning. Through vibrant
photography and clear, accessible language, children learn to recognize and appreciate shapes in their
environment. When combined with active participation, follow-up activities, and everyday exploration, reading this
book can foster a lifelong love of learning and curiosity about the world’s shapes and structures. Whether used in the
classroom, at home, or in a library storytime, Shapes Shapes Shapes is a versatile resource that supports early
childhood development in a fun and meaningful way. So, pick up the book, gather your little learners, and embark on
a colorful journey through the shapes that surround us every day!

Shapes Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban Read Aloud offers a captivating exploration of the fundamental elements of
geometry through vibrant imagery and engaging narration. This beautifully crafted book is designed to introduce
young children to the world of shapes, making abstract concepts accessible and fun. As a read-aloud experience, it
combines visual stimulation with rhythmic language, encouraging early literacy and cognitive development. In this
review, we'll delve into the book’s themes, illustrations, educational value, and overall impact on its young audience.

Overview of Shapes Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban

Shapes Shapes Shapes is a picture book authored by Tana Hoban that uses photographs of everyday objects to
illustrate various geometric shapes. Unlike traditional illustrated books, Hoban’s work emphasizes real-world
images, helping children connect shapes to familiar items such as balls, boxes, wheels, and more. The book is
succinct, typically consisting of a series of double-page spreads, each highlighting one or more shapes
accompanied by simple, rhythmic text that read aloud captures the attention of young listeners. Features at a glance:
- Uses real photographs rather than illustrations - Focuses on basic geometric shapes (circles, squares, triangles,
rectangles, etc.) - Engages children visually and linguistically - Suitable for read-aloud sessions, encouraging
participation

Visual Design and Illustrations

Photographic Approach

One of the most striking features of Shapes Shapes Shapes is Hoban's choice to use actual photographs instead of
drawings. This decision grounds the abstract concept of shapes in the tangible world, making it easier for children to
recognize shapes in their environment. For instance, a photograph of a round orange or a square window helps
children see how these shapes appear naturally. Pros: - Enhances real-world recognition - Aesthetic appeal with
vibrant, high-quality images - Stimulates curiosity about everyday objects Cons: - Limited artistic interpretation;
some children might prefer illustrated versions - Photos may sometimes be less stylized, potentially less engaging
for some visual learners
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Color and Composition

Hoban’s photographs are bright and colorful, often highlighting the shape in bold contrast against the background.
The composition is clean, with minimal distractions, focusing the child's attention directly on the shape. This clarity
aids in quick shape recognition and retention.

Text and Language Style

The language used in Shapes Shapes Shapes is simple, rhythmic, and repetitive—perfect for read-aloud sessions
with young children. Hoban employs a poetic cadence that makes the book enjoyable to listen to, encouraging
children to anticipate the next shape and participate vocally. Features: - Short, rhythmic sentences - Use of repetition
to reinforce learning - Clear labeling of shapes Sample text: _"Round like a ball, a cookie, a wheel, / Shapes are
everywhere we look and feel."_ This style not only aids memory but also fosters a fun, musical experience that can
develop early language skills.

Educational Value

Shape Recognition and Vocabulary Building

At its core, the book serves as an introduction to basic geometric shapes. It helps children recognize different
shapes in real life and associate them with their names. Repeated exposure through read-aloud sessions solidifies
vocabulary and visual recognition.

Encouraging Observation Skills

By pointing out shapes in photographs, children are encouraged to observe their environment more attentively.
Teachers and parents can extend this by asking questions like, “Can you find something in your house that is a
circle?” fostering inquiry and exploration.

Development of Conceptual Understanding

While the book centers on basic shapes, it subtly introduces the idea that shapes are all around us, connecting to
broader concepts of geometry and spatial awareness.

Read-Aloud Suitability and Engagement

The rhythmic, repetitive text makes Shapes Shapes Shapes an ideal read-aloud book. The natural pauses and
musical quality invite children to participate, repeat, and even predict what shape comes next. Its brevity ensures
that young children maintain attention without feeling overwhelmed. Pros: - Encourages interactive reading - Builds
confidence in early language skills - Suitable for group or one-on-one reading sessions Cons: - May be too simple for
older children seeking more complex content - Limited narrative depth; primarily educational



Target Audience and Age Appropriateness

This book is best suited for children aged 1 to 4 years, aligning with early developmental stages. Its straightforward
presentation makes it perfect for toddlers and preschoolers just beginning to grasp basic shapes. It can also serve
as a foundational resource for early childhood educators.

Comparison with Similar Books

Compared to other shape books, such as "Mouse Shapes" by Ellen Stoll Walsh or "Shapes, Shapes, Shapes" by
Tana Hoban (another variation), Shapes Shapes Shapes stands out for its photographic realism. While illustrated
books tend to be more whimsical, Hoban’s real-world images foster immediate recognition. Strengths: - Authentic
photographs enhance real-world connection - Rhythmic language aids memorization Weaknesses: - Less artistic
creativity compared to illustrated counterparts - Might lack imaginative storytelling found in other early childhood
books

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: - Real photographs make the shapes tangible and recognizable - Rhythmic, repetitive text perfect for read-
alouds - Bright, colorful images attract young children - Encourages observation and vocabulary development -
Suitable for early learners and educators Cons: - Limited artistic interpretation; may not appeal to children who prefer
illustrations - Very basic content, perhaps too simple for older or more advanced children - Focus mainly on
recognition, less on creative or story-driven aspects

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

Shapes Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban Read Aloud is a highly effective, visually engaging tool for introducing
young children to the fundamental concept of shapes. Its use of real-world photographs bridges the gap between
abstract geometry and everyday objects, fostering early recognition skills. The rhythmic, repetitive language makes
it an excellent choice for read-aloud sessions, encouraging participation and language development. While it may
lack some of the imaginative storytelling or artistic flair found in illustrated shape books, its focus on authenticity and
clarity provides a valuable educational experience. Parents, teachers, and caregivers seeking a straightforward,
visually appealing way to introduce shapes to preschoolers will find this book a worthwhile addition to their early
childhood library. Overall, Shapes Shapes Shapes stands out as a simple yet powerful resource that combines
visual realism with engaging language, making the abstract world of shapes accessible and fun for the youngest
learners. Its emphasis on real-world recognition lays a strong foundation for more advanced geometric concepts in
future learning stages.

Questions & Answers About shapes shapes shapes by tana hoban
read aloud

No Question Answer
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1 What is the main focus of 'Shapes
Shapes Shapes' by Tana Hoban?

The book emphasizes exploring different geometric shapes through
vivid photographs, helping children recognize and understand
various shapes in everyday objects.

2 How does 'Shapes Shapes Shapes'
incorporate visual learning for young
children?

The book uses large, clear photographs of real-world objects to
illustrate shapes, making it engaging and easy for children to
connect shapes with familiar items.

3 Is 'Shapes Shapes Shapes' suitable
for read-aloud sessions with
preschoolers?

Yes, its simple language and captivating images make it an
excellent choice for read-alouds with young children, encouraging
interaction and discussion about shapes.

4 What age group is 'Shapes Shapes
Shapes' by Tana Hoban best suited
for?

The book is ideal for preschool and early elementary children,
typically ages 2 to 6, who are beginning to recognize and name
basic shapes.

5 Are there educational activities
associated with 'Shapes Shapes
Shapes'?

Yes, educators and parents can create shape-identification games,
drawing activities, or shape hunts inspired by the book to reinforce
learning.

6 How does Tana Hoban's photography
style enhance the learning experience
in 'Shapes Shapes Shapes'?

Her use of high-quality, close-up photographs of everyday objects
helps children see shapes clearly and make connections between
abstract shapes and real-world items.

7 What is the significance of reading
'Shapes Shapes Shapes' aloud in
early childhood education?

Reading the book aloud promotes language development, visual
recognition skills, and encourages curiosity about shapes in the
environment.

shapes, Tana Hoban, read aloud, picture book, children's book, early learning, geometric shapes, visual literacy,
educational reading, shape recognition
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