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Fly Me To The Moon Chords

fly me to the moon chords The song "Fly Me to the Moon" is a timeless jazz standard that has captured the hearts
of music lovers worldwide. Originally written in 1954 by Bart Howard, it gained immense popularity through Frank
Sinatra’s iconic rendition. The song’s enchanting melody and romantic lyrics make it a favorite among both amateur
and professional musicians. For those looking to learn and perform "Fly Me to the Moon," understanding its chords is
essential. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the chords of "Fly Me to the Moon," including their structure,
variations, and how to play them effectively on the guitar or piano. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced
musician, this article aims to provide valuable insights into the song's harmonic framework.

Understanding the Basics of "Fly Me to the Moon" Chords

Historical Context and Musical Style

"Fly Me to the Moon" is a jazz standard characterized by its smooth, swinging rhythm and sophisticated chord
progressions. Its harmonic structure is rooted in jazz harmony, often featuring extended chords, substitutions, and
modulations that give it a rich, complex sound. The song's arrangement varies depending on the performer, but the
core chord progressions remain recognizable and essential for any musician learning the tune.

Key Signature and Common Tonalities

Most versions of "Fly Me to the Moon" are played in the key of C major or its relative minor, A minor, depending on
the arrangement. The original jazz standard frequently employs the key of C major, but jazz musicians often
transpose it into different keys to suit their vocal or instrumental range. For the purposes of this guide, we will focus
on the key of C major, which provides a clear view of the harmonic structure.

Chord Progressions of "Fly Me to the Moon"

Basic Chord Progression in the Key of C

The most common version of "Fly Me to the Moon" features a series of chord progressions that outline a typical jazz
tune. Here is a simplified version of the main progression:

Cmaj71.
Am72.
D73.
G74.
Fmaj75.
G76.
Em77.
A78.



Dmin79.
G710.
Cmaj711.

This progression captures the essence of the song’s harmonic movement, moving through various ii-V-I sequences
and modal shifts.

Common Jazz Chord Variations

Jazz musicians often add color and complexity by using various chord extensions and substitutions:

Adding 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths to basic chords (e.g., Cmaj9, Am9).1.
Using chord substitutions such as the tritone substitution (e.g., replacing G7 with Db7).2.
Incorporating passing chords and chromatic approaches for smoother transitions.3.

These variations enhance the harmonic richness and are often used in jazz arrangements to make the performance
more dynamic.

Chord Diagrams and How to Play "Fly Me to the Moon"

Basic Chord Shapes for Guitar and Piano

Below are standard fingerings for some of the key chords in the song:

Cmaj7: x32000 (guitar), C-E-G-B (piano)1.
Am7: x02010 (guitar), A-C-E-G (piano)2.
D7: xx0212 (guitar), D-F-A-C (piano)3.
G7: 320001 (guitar), G-B-D-F (piano)4.
Fmaj7: x03210 (guitar), F-A-C-E (piano)5.
Em7: 022030 (guitar), E-G-B-D (piano)6.
A7: x02020 (guitar), A-C-E-G (piano)7.
Dm7: xx0211 (guitar), D-F-A-C (piano)8.

For guitar players, mastering these chord shapes and transitions is crucial to capturing the song’s swing feel. Piano
players should familiarize themselves with the chord voicings and extensions to add the jazz flavor.

Playing the Chords in Context

When performing "Fly Me to the Moon," it's important to:

Maintain a steady swing rhythm, typically a shuffle feel.1.
Use chord extensions and voicings that fit the jazz style.2.
Experiment with chord substitutions to add harmonic interest.3.
Practice transitioning smoothly between chords to keep the groove flowing.4.
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Advanced Harmonic Techniques for "Fly Me to the Moon"

Chord Substitutions and Jazz Voicings

Jazz musicians often employ various techniques to enhance their performance:

Tritone substitution: Replace G7 with Db7 to create smoother voice leading.1.
Drop 2 voicings: Use for more open, jazz-like sounds.2.
Extended chords: Incorporate 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths to enrich the harmony.3.

Modulation and Key Changes

Some arrangements modulate to different keys during the song, adding variety and excitement. Understanding the
core chords allows musicians to navigate these modulations seamlessly.

Practice Tips for Mastering "Fly Me to the Moon" Chords

Break Down the Progression

- Practice each section slowly, ensuring accuracy in chord transitions. - Use a metronome or backing track to
develop timing and swing feel. - Focus on smooth voice leading between chords.

Experiment with Different Voicings

- Try playing chords in different inversions to find the most comfortable or pleasing sound. - Incorporate jazz voicings
to add authenticity.

Apply Improvisation Techniques

- Once comfortable with the chords, experiment with improvising around the chord tones. - Use scale patterns that fit
the harmony, such as the Dorian or Mixolydian modes.

Conclusion

"Fly Me to the Moon" remains one of the most beloved jazz standards, and mastering its chords opens the door to a
deeper appreciation of jazz harmony. Whether you’re playing it on guitar, piano, or another instrument,
understanding the chord structures, extensions, and substitutions will significantly enhance your performance.
Remember to practice slowly, focus on smooth transitions, and embrace the swing feel that makes this song so
captivating. With dedication and musical curiosity, you can bring this classic tune to life and perhaps even add your
own personal touch to its timeless harmony.

Fly Me to the Moon chords have become iconic within the realm of jazz standards and popular music alike. This
timeless song, originally written by Bart Howard in 1954, has been covered by numerous artists, most notably Frank



Sinatra, whose rendition cemented its place in musical history. For guitarists, pianists, and musicians of all levels,
mastering the chords of “Fly Me to the Moon” offers not only a chance to connect with a classic but also a valuable
exercise in jazz harmony, chord voicings, and improvisation. In this article, we will explore the chords used in “Fly
Me to the Moon,” how to play them, and the significance of these chords in both jazz and popular music contexts.

Understanding the Chords of “Fly Me to the Moon”

The song’s harmonic structure is a rich tapestry that combines traditional jazz chord progressions with accessible
melodies. It’s commonly played in the key of C major, though many arrangements modulate or transpose to different
keys for tonal variety. The chords serve as the backbone of the song, providing the harmonic foundation for the
melody and improvisation.

Basic Chord Progression

The most common version of “Fly Me to the Moon” features a progression that includes ii-V-I cadences, diminished
chords, and some altered chords, which give it that jazzy, sophisticated sound. A simplified version in C major might
look like this: | C | Am7 | Dm7 | G7 | | C | Am7 | Dm7 | G7 | | Em7 | A7 | Dm7 | G7 | | C | A7 | Dm7 | G7 | C | This
progression forms the core of the song, especially during the verses, and is often used as a basis for improvisation.

Chord Types and Their Function

- Major and Minor Chords: Establish the key and provide melodic stability. - Seventh Chords (e.g., Am7, Dm7, G7):
Add richness and a jazz flavor. - Dominant Seventh (G7, A7): Create tension that resolves back to the tonic. -
Diminished and Altered Chords: Used for color and to heighten emotional impact, especially in jazz arrangements.

Playing the “Fly Me to the Moon” Chords on Guitar

For guitarists, mastering these chords involves understanding jazz voicings, chord extensions, and sometimes
substituting simpler shapes for more complex jazz chords. Below, we’ll break down some essential chords and
voicings used in the song.

Basic Chord Shapes

- C Major: x32010 - Am7: x02010 - Dm7: xx0211 - G7: 320001 - Em7: 022030 - A7: x02020 - A7 (Jazz Voicing):
5x565x - D7: xx0212

Jazz Voicings and Enhancements

Jazz harmony often involves adding extensions to chords, such as 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths, to create a richer sound.
For example: - Am9: x05555 - D13: x54555 - G13: 3x3455 - Altered G7 (e.g., G7b9): 3x344x Using these voicings
can elevate your rendition, giving it that authentic jazz feel.
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Chord Substitutions and Variations

- Substitute A7 with A13 for a more colorful sound. - Use Dm9 instead of Dm7 for added depth. - Replace the
standard G7 with a G13 or G7b9 to add tension before resolution. Experimenting with these variations can help you
personalize your arrangement and better understand jazz harmony.

Analysis of Chord Progressions and Their Emotional Impact

The song’s progression is designed to evoke both longing and joy, with the harmonic movement supporting the
melody’s romantic lyrics. The frequent use of ii-V-I progressions creates a smooth, flowing sound characteristic of
jazz standards.

Role of ii-V-I Cadences

The ii-V-I (e.g., Dm7-G7-C) is the cornerstone of jazz harmony, providing a sense of resolution and completeness. In
“Fly Me to the Moon,” these cadences occur regularly, giving the song its relaxed, swinging feel.

Use of Diminished and Altered Chords

Diminished chords, such as Bdim7 or Gdim7, often appear before resolving to major or minor chords, adding tension
and color. Altered chords like G7b9 or A7b13 introduce dissonance that resolves satisfyingly, adding emotional
depth.

Harmonic Variations and Their Effects

Different arrangements may introduce variations—for example, moving from the standard progression to a more
modal or chromatic approach. These variations can evoke different moods, from nostalgic to lively, depending on
how the chords are voiced and rhythmically emphasized.

Learning and Practicing “Fly Me to the Moon” Chords

Practicing this song involves several steps to internalize the harmony and develop improvisational skills.

Step 1: Master Basic Chord Shapes

Start with the fundamental chord voicings listed above. Ensure smooth transitions between chords, focusing on
rhythm and clarity.

Step 2: Incorporate Jazz Extensions and Voicings

Once comfortable with basic shapes, add extensions like 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths. Practice jazz voicings in different
positions on the neck.



Step 3: Practice Progressions in Context

Play along with backing tracks or recordings to get a feel for the song’s flow. Focus on the harmonic movement and
how it supports the melody.

Step 4: Experiment with Substitutions and Variations

Try substituting chords to create your own arrangements. This exploration deepens your understanding of jazz
harmony.

Step 5: Improvise Over the Chord Progression

Use scales and modes appropriate to each chord, such as Dorian for minor chords, Mixolydian for dominant chords,
and Ionian for major chords. This will help you develop improvisational skills within the harmonic framework.

Conclusion: The Significance of “Fly Me to the Moon” Chords

The chords of “Fly Me to the Moon” encapsulate the beauty of jazz harmony—rich, colorful, and expressive. They
serve not only as a foundation for performing the song but also as an educational gateway for musicians seeking to
understand jazz progressions and voicings. The song’s harmonic structure, with its blend of simple and complex
chords, allows for a wide range of interpretations—from straightforward strumming to intricate jazz arrangements.
Pros of Mastering “Fly Me to the Moon” chords: - Develops understanding of jazz harmony and chord extensions. -
Enhances improvisational skills. - Provides a repertoire piece that is widely recognized and appreciated. - Offers
flexibility for various arrangements and styles. Cons: - Can be challenging for beginners due to jazz voicings and
substitutions. - Requires practice to master smooth transitions and improvisation. - Some arrangements involve
complex chords that may be difficult on certain instruments. In summary, “Fly Me to the Moon chords” offer a
rewarding challenge for musicians, blending simplicity with sophistication. Whether played as a gentle ballad or a
lively jazz tune, these chords carry the timeless allure of a song that continues to inspire generations. Embracing the
harmonic richness of this standard can elevate your musicianship and deepen your appreciation for jazz harmony’s
beauty.

Questions & Answers About fly me to the moon chords

No Question Answer

1 What are the basic chords used in 'Fly
Me to the Moon'?

The song primarily uses chords like Am7, D7, G7, Cmaj7, and
Fmaj7, following a jazz-standard progression that gives it its
smooth, soulful sound.

2 Are there different chord versions for
'Fly Me to the Moon'?

Yes, various artists and arrangements feature different chord
voicings and transpositions, so you might see simplified versions or
more complex jazz chords depending on the interpretation.

3 Can I play 'Fly Me to the Moon' on
guitar using basic chords?

Absolutely! Basic versions of the song can be played using
simplified chords like Am, D7, G7, C, and F, making it accessible
for beginner guitarists.
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4 What is the chord progression of 'Fly
Me to the Moon'?

The song typically follows a progression like Am7 - D7 - G7 -
Cmaj7, with variations in different arrangements, creating a jazz
standard feel.

5 Are there any online resources to
learn 'Fly Me to the Moon' chords?

Yes, websites like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and YouTube tutorials
offer chord charts and videos to help you learn the song's chords
and progressions.

6 How can I transpose 'Fly Me to the
Moon' chords for my vocal range?

You can use a capo or transpose the chords up or down by
semitones to match your vocal range, adjusting the key while
keeping the original chord shapes.

7 What are some tips for playing 'Fly Me
to the Moon' chords smoothly?

Practice the chord transitions slowly at first, use a metronome for
timing, and focus on finger placement to achieve fluid, jazzy chord
changes.

8 Is 'Fly Me to the Moon' suitable for
beginner musicians?

While some arrangements are more complex, simplified versions
with basic chords can be suitable for beginners looking to learn jazz
standards.

9 Can I find 'Fly Me to the Moon' chords
in different keys?

Yes, the song can be transposed into various keys to suit different
vocal ranges or instrument tunings, which is common in sheet
music and chord charts.

10 What is the historical significance of
the chords in 'Fly Me to the Moon'?

The chords incorporate jazz harmony and chord extensions typical
of the 1950s and 60s, contributing to its timeless, sophisticated
sound embraced by jazz and pop artists alike.

fly me to the moon chords, jazz standards chords, Frank Sinatra chords, jazz guitar chords, easy jazz chords,
popular jazz chords, jazz piano chords, melody chords, lead sheet chords, Sinatra songs chords
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