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Mary Shelley Frankenstein Quotes With Page
Numbers

Mary Shelley Frankenstein Quotes with Page Numbers: An In-Depth
Exploration

Mary Shelley Frankenstein quotes with page numbers offer invaluable insights into the novel’s themes,
characters, and philosophical questions. As one of the most enduring works of Gothic literature, Frankenstein
contains numerous memorable passages that have been analyzed and quoted by scholars, students, and readers
alike. Understanding the context and significance of these quotes enhances our appreciation of Mary Shelley’s
masterwork and allows us to explore its complex themes more deeply.

Why Are Quotes from Frankenstein Important?

1. They Reveal Character Traits

- Quotes often embody a character’s personality, motivations, and internal conflicts. - For example, Victor
Frankenstein’s reflections on his obsession reveal his guilt and hubris.

2. They Highlight Major Themes

- Themes such as creation, responsibility, and the nature of humanity are often encapsulated in memorable
quotations. - Shelley’s words frequently serve as philosophical statements that provoke thought.

3. They Provide Literary and Historical Context

- Quoting specific pages helps situate passages within the original publication, offering readers a sense of the
novel’s evolution.

Notable Frankenstein Quotes with Page Numbers and Their
Significance

1. The Ambition of Creation

Victor Frankenstein: “Learn from me, if not by my precepts, at least by my example, how dangerous is the1.
acquirement of knowledge...” (Page 56)

This quote underscores Victor’s realization of the peril that accompanies unchecked scientific ambition. It serves as



a cautionary statement about the pursuit of knowledge without considering the moral implications.

2. The Creature’s Loneliness and Desire for Connection

The Creature: “I am malicious because I am miserable.” (Page 87)1.

Here, Shelley emphasizes the creature’s suffering and the roots of his violence. This quote invites readers to
sympathize with the creature and consider the importance of empathy and social acceptance.

3. The Theme of Responsibility

Victor Frankenstein: “I considered the being whom I had cast among mankind... I had desired it with an ardour1.
that far exceeded moderation; but now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished...” (Page 102)

This passage reflects Victor’s regret and highlights the novel’s central concern: the ethical responsibility of creators
toward their creations.

4. The Power of Nature

The Creature: “If I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear!” (Page 123)1.

This quote illustrates how the creature seeks agency and control through fear, tying into themes of nature’s power
and the consequences of neglecting moral duty.

How to Find Specific Quotes with Page Numbers

1. Consult Different Editions

- Page numbers can vary between editions; always specify the edition when citing quotes. - Popular editions include
the 1818 original, the 1831 revised version, and modern scholarly editions.

2. Use Annotated or Critical Editions

- These often include page references alongside commentary, making it easier to locate quotes and understand their
context.

3. Digital Resources and Quote Collections

- Many online platforms and scholarly websites compile notable quotes with page numbers, but verify the edition
used for accuracy.

Top 10 Quotes from Frankenstein with Page Numbers

Victor Frankenstein: “Beware; for I am fearless, and therefore powerful.” (Page 74)1.
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The Creature: “I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel.” (Page 89)2.
Victor Frankenstein: “I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing life into an3.
inanimate body.” (Page 45)
The Creature: “I am alone and miserable: man will not associate with me.” (Page 129)4.
Victor Frankenstein: “The world was to me a secret which I desired to discover.” (Page 12)5.
The Creature: “I will revenge my injuries; if I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear.” (Page 124)6.
Victor Frankenstein: “The beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust filled my heart.”7.
(Page 104)
The Creature: “I am malicious because I am miserable.” (Page 87)8.
Victor Frankenstein: “I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel.” (Page 89)9.
The Creature: “If I cannot inspire love, I will cause fear!” (Page 123)10.

Understanding the Context and Impact of Key Quotes

1. The Quote about Knowledge and Danger

- Victor’s warning about the pursuit of knowledge reflects the Romantic skepticism about scientific progress. - It
warns of the dangers of hubris and playing God, themes still relevant today.

2. The Creature’s Plea for Compassion

- The creature’s desire for love and companionship highlights the importance of empathy. - Shelley suggests that
neglect and rejection can turn beings into monsters, emphasizing social responsibility.

3. The Ethical Responsibility of Creators

- Victor’s regret demonstrates that creators bear moral responsibility for their creations’ actions. - This idea
resonates with contemporary debates about scientific ethics and technological innovation.

Additional Resources for Exploring Frankenstein Quotes

Annotated Editions: Look for editions with detailed footnotes and page references.1.
Scholarly Articles and Analyses: Many academic papers dissect key quotations and their significance.2.
Online Quote Collections: Websites dedicated to classic literature often compile notable quotes with page3.
numbers, but verify edition compatibility.

Conclusion: Appreciating Frankenstein Through Its Quotes

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein remains a profound exploration of human ambition, responsibility, and the quest for
knowledge. The quotes from the novel, accompanied by their page numbers, serve as gateways into its rich
thematic landscape. By studying these passages carefully, readers gain a deeper understanding of the characters’
inner worlds, the moral dilemmas they face, and the timeless questions Shelley raises about science, ethics, and



what it means to be human. Whether for academic study or personal reflection, these quotations continue to
resonate and inspire debate, underscoring the enduring relevance of Shelley’s masterpiece.

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein Quotes: An In-Depth Literary Analysis with Page Numbers Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
remains one of the most influential Gothic novels, rich with profound quotations that explore themes of creation,
responsibility, ambition, and the human condition. For students, scholars, and enthusiasts alike, understanding
these quotes in their context enhances appreciation for Shelley’s nuanced storytelling and philosophical depth. This
review provides an extensive examination of notable Frankenstein quotes, referencing specific page numbers to
facilitate targeted study.

Introduction to Frankenstein and Its Quotations

Published in 1818, Frankenstein is a complex narrative woven through multiple perspectives, primarily that of Victor
Frankenstein and his creation. Shelley’s language is both poetic and philosophical, often laced with memorable lines
that have become part of literary canon. These quotes encapsulate the novel’s core themes—creation and
responsibility, the pursuit of knowledge, alienation, and the tragic consequences of hubris. To fully grasp the
significance of these quotations, it’s essential to consider their placement within the novel’s chapters, which often
reflect Victor’s or the Creature’s internal struggles. Page numbers vary across editions, so the references here are
based on the [Penguin Classics edition, 2008].

Key Quotes from Frankenstein and Their Significance

1. The Pursuit of Knowledge and Its Dangers

Quote: "Learn from me, if not by my precepts, at least by my example, how dangerous is the acquirement of
knowledge." (Page 38) Analysis: This early warning from Victor Frankenstein underscores one of the novel’s central
motifs: the peril inherent in the relentless quest for knowledge. Victor’s regret over his obsession foreshadows the
tragic outcomes that follow. Shelley warns readers about the potential destructive power of scientific ambition,
making this quote a cornerstone for discussions on ethics in science and technology. Deep Dive: - The phrase
"Learn from me" invites reflection on the importance of moral responsibility in scientific discovery. - This quote sets
the tone for Victor’s internal conflict and acts as a cautionary statement that reverberates throughout the narrative.

2. The Creature’s Self-Perception and Humanity

Quote: "I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel." (Page 114) Analysis: Spoken by the Creature, this
line draws a parallel between himself and biblical figures, emphasizing his tragic fall from innocence and the
rejection he faces. Shelley employs this biblical allusion to evoke sympathy for the Creature and explore themes of
innocence corrupted by societal cruelty. Deep Dive: - The Creature’s comparison to Adam highlights his original
innocence and subsequent alienation. - The "fallen angel" allusion signifies his awareness of his moral and spiritual
degradation, emphasizing his complex self-awareness and suffering.
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3. The Monster’s Desire for Connection

Quote: "I am malicious because I am miserable." (Page 179) Analysis: This candid admission from the Creature
reveals the root of his vengefulness—deep-seated misery stemming from rejection and loneliness. Shelley uses this
line to challenge the reader’s perception of evil, suggesting that cruelty often stems from pain rather than inherent
malice. Deep Dive: - The phrase underscores the moral ambiguity of the Creature, prompting questions about
responsibility and empathy. - It invites reflection on how social isolation can foster destructive behaviors, an issue
still relevant today.

4. Victor Frankenstein’s Guilt and Regret

Quote: "I considered the being whom I had cast among mankind, and endowed with the will and power to effect
purposes of horror." (Page 85) Analysis: Victor’s reflection reveals his recognition of the consequences of his hubris.
His creation, initially an innocent being, becomes a source of horror due to neglect and societal rejection. Shelley
emphasizes the moral responsibility of creators for their creations’ actions. Deep Dive: - The phrase "cast among
mankind" emphasizes Victor’s role as a creator who abandons his responsibility. - This quote is central to
discussions of creator ethics and the dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation.

5. The Search for Revenge and Justice

Quote: "If I cannot satisfy my soul that I am justified in my vengeance, I will indulge my wrath." (Page 202) Analysis:
The Creature’s pursuit of revenge is driven by a desire for justice—justice for his suffering and rejection. Shelley
uses this line to explore the destructive cycle of vengeance and its moral implications. Deep Dive: - The quote
reflects the complexity of moral judgment: is revenge ever justified? - It raises questions about the limits of justice
and the consequences of allowing pain and anger to dominate one’s actions.

Philosophical and Thematic Significance of Key Quotes

Themes Explored Through Shelley’s Quotes: - The Dangers of Knowledge and Ambition: As expressed in Victor’s
warning (Page 38), Shelley advocates for humility in the face of scientific discovery. The novel warns against the
hubris of playing God, which leads to destruction. - Isolation and Alienation: The Creature’s self-description (Page
114 and 179) reflects the devastating effects of social rejection, emphasizing that monstrosity is often a reflection of
societal cruelty, not intrinsic evil. - Responsibility and Creator’s Duty: Victor’s remorse (Page 85) encapsulates the
novel’s moral lesson: creators must accept responsibility for their creations and their impacts. - Revenge and Moral
Ambiguity: The Creature’s pursuit of vengeance (Page 202) underscores the destructive nature of revenge,
prompting readers to question the morality of retribution.

How to Use These Quotes in Critical Analysis and Discussion

- Contextual Analysis: When citing these quotes, always consider their surrounding text and the narrator’s
perspective to fully appreciate their meaning. - Thematic Connections: Use these quotations to illustrate overarching
themes such as ethics in science, the nature of monstrosity, or the importance of social acceptance. - Comparative



Study: Compare Victor’s and the Creature’s perspectives to explore contrasting views on responsibility and
humanity. - Philosophical Inquiry: These quotes serve as springboards for discussions on moral philosophy—what
obligations do creators have? How do societal judgments shape identity?

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Shelley’s Quotations

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein offers a treasure trove of memorable quotations that remain relevant centuries after its
publication. Through carefully selected lines with precise page references, readers can explore the novel’s rich
thematic layers—each quote serving as a window into the characters’ psyches and Shelley’s social commentary.
Whether contemplating the dangers of unchecked ambition, mourning societal rejection, or grappling with moral
responsibility, these quotations continue to provoke thought and inspire debate. They exemplify Shelley’s mastery in
blending poetic language with profound philosophical insight, cementing Frankenstein’s place as a timeless literary
masterpiece. Note: Page numbers are based on the [Penguin Classics edition, 2008]. If consulting a different edition,
always verify the corresponding chapter and paragraph for accurate referencing.

Questions & Answers About mary shelley frankenstein quotes with
page numbers

No Question Answer

1 What is a notable quote from Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein that highlights
the creature's desire for
companionship, and where can it be
found in the text?

One significant quote is, 'I am alone and miserable: man will not
associate with me,' which appears in Chapter 15, page 94
(depending on the edition).

2 Which quote from Frankenstein
reflects Victor Frankenstein's remorse
after creating the monster, and what is
its page reference?

Victor laments, 'I considered the being whom I had cast among
mankind,' in Chapter 20, page 123, illustrating his regret.

3 Can you cite a quote from the creature
that expresses its longing for
understanding and acceptance, along
with the page number?

The creature states, 'I am malicious because I am miserable,' found
in Chapter 16, page 97, highlighting its suffering and desire for
empathy.

4 What is a powerful quote from Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein about the
dangers of unchecked ambition, and
where is it located?

Victor warns, 'Learn from me, if not by my precepts, at least by my
example,' in Chapter 24, page 146, warning about the perils of
ambition.

5 Which quote from the novel
emphasizes the theme of nature's
influence, and what page does it
appear on?

The narrator reflects, 'The beauty of the earth...may be the source
of the deepest joy,' in Chapter 10, page 69, underscoring nature's
restorative power.
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