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Harriet Tubman By Eloise Greenfield

Harriet Tubman by Eloise Greenfield is a compelling biography that brings to life the
extraordinary story of one of America's most revered abolitionists and freedom fighters. This
beautifully written book offers young readers an inspiring glimpse into the courageous journey
of Harriet Tubman, highlighting her relentless pursuit of justice, her unwavering faith, and her
pivotal role in the fight against slavery. Eloise Greenfield’s engaging storytelling, combined with
vivid illustrations, makes this biography an essential addition to children’s literature about
American history and civil rights. In this article, we will explore the life of Harriet Tubman as
depicted in Greenfield’s biography, delve into the key themes, and discuss its importance for
educational and historical understanding.

Overview of "Harriet Tubman" by Eloise Greenfield

Introduction to the Book

"Harriet Tubman" by Eloise Greenfield is part of the series of biographies aimed at young
readers. The book provides an accessible yet comprehensive account of Harriet Tubman’s life,
emphasizing her courage, resilience, and leadership. Greenfield's poetic and straightforward
prose makes complex historical events understandable for children, inspiring them with
Harriet’s story.

Target Audience

The biography is designed primarily for: - Children aged 8-12 - Educators seeking to introduce
students to American history and civil rights - Families interested in stories of perseverance and
heroism - Readers looking for inspiring stories of social change

Biographical Summary of Harriet Tubman

Early Life and Background

Harriet Tubman was born around 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland, into slavery. Her birth
name was Araminta Ross, and she grew up in a community where she experienced the harsh
realities of slavery firsthand. Greenfield’s narrative highlights her early hardships, including: -
Forced labor from a young age - Loss of family members - Personal injuries caused by brutal
treatment Despite these hardships, Harriet developed a strong sense of faith and an unyielding
desire for freedom.

The Escape from Slavery

A pivotal moment in Harriet's life, as detailed by Greenfield, was her daring escape in 1849.
Facing the threat of being sold away from her family, Harriet made the courageous decision to
flee. Key points include: - The use of the Underground Railroad - Her journey to Philadelphia -



The risks involved in escaping slavery Harriet’s escape was not the end of her fight; it was the
beginning of her lifelong mission to free others.

Conductor of the Underground Railroad

One of the most celebrated aspects of Harriet Tubman’s legacy, as portrayed in Greenfield’s
book, is her role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad. She made multiple trips back into
slave-holding states to rescue family members and other enslaved individuals. Highlights
include: - Leading at least 13 missions - Freeing over 70 enslaved people - Using clever tactics
to evade capture - Her reputation as “Moses” of her people

Her Role in the Civil War

During the Civil War, Harriet expanded her efforts to assist the Union Army. Greenfield
describes her work as: - A nurse and cook for Union soldiers - A spy behind enemy lines -
Leading raids that freed hundreds of enslaved people Her bravery and strategic skills
contributed significantly to the Union’s efforts.

Later Life and Legacy

After the war, Harriet dedicated her life to social causes. She: - Worked for women’s suffrage -
Advocated for African American rights - Established a home for elderly African Americans in
Auburn, New York Harriet Tubman passed away in 1913, but her legacy endures as a symbol of
resilience, justice, and freedom.

Key Themes and Messages in "Harriet Tubman" by
Eloise Greenfield

Bravery and Courage

The book emphasizes Harriet’s fearless approach in the face of danger. Her repeated attempts
to help others escape slavery exemplify extraordinary bravery.

Freedom and Justice

Harriet’s relentless pursuit of freedom underscores the importance of justice and equality. Her
actions serve as a testament to the power of individual determination in creating social change.

Faith and Hope

Greenfield highlights Harriet’s deep religious faith, which sustained her during tough times. Her
hope for a better future fueled her perseverance.
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Leadership and Sacrifice

Harriet’s leadership qualities are a central focus, portraying her as a selfless leader willing to
risk her life to help others achieve liberty.

Educational Importance of the Book

Introducing Civil Rights History to Children

Greenfield’s biography makes complex historical events accessible, helping young readers
understand the significance of the abolition movement and the fight for civil rights.

Inspiring Values and Life Lessons

The story of Harriet Tubman teaches important lessons about: - Courage in adversity - The
importance of standing up for what is right - The impact one individual can have on society

Supplementing Classroom Learning

This biography can be used in educational settings to: - Enhance lessons on American history -
Encourage discussions about social justice - Inspire projects on civil rights heroes

Why "Harriet Tubman" by Eloise Greenfield Is a Must-
Read

Engaging and Age-Appropriate Writing

Greenfield’s poetic style and clear language make the biography engaging for young readers,
capturing their interest and fostering empathy.

Beautiful Illustrations

Complemented by vivid artwork, the book visually brings Harriet Tubman’s story to life, making
history tangible and memorable.

Promoting Diversity and Inclusion

By highlighting an African American heroine’s story, the book promotes diversity, resilience, and
the importance of cultural history.

Fostering Social Awareness

Reading about Harriet Tubman encourages children to reflect on themes of justice, freedom,
and human rights, fostering a sense of social responsibility.



Conclusion

"Harriet Tubman" by Eloise Greenfield is more than just a biography; it is a powerful narrative
that educates, inspires, and motivates young readers to value courage, justice, and
perseverance. Through Greenfield’s accessible storytelling and compelling illustrations, children
gain a deeper understanding of Harriet Tubman’s remarkable life and her enduring legacy as a
leader in the fight for freedom. This book is an invaluable resource for educators, parents, and
anyone interested in introducing the next generation to the heroes of American history and the
ongoing struggle for equality.

Additional Resources

For those interested in further exploring Harriet Tubman’s life, consider: - Visiting historical sites
such as the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park - Reading
supplementary biographies and history books - Engaging in community activities or
documentaries about civil rights history By learning about Harriet Tubman through Greenfield’s
inspiring biography, young readers can carry forward her legacy of bravery and justice into their
own lives.

Harriet Tubman by Eloise Greenfield is a compelling and richly detailed biography that offers
readers an inspiring glimpse into the life of one of America's most remarkable figures. This
book, part of the renowned series of biographies for young readers, captures the courage,
resilience, and unwavering determination of Harriet Tubman, a woman who risked everything to
fight for freedom and justice. Eloise Greenfield’s lyrical storytelling and thoughtful illustrations
make this biography both accessible and engaging, opening a window into a pivotal chapter of
American history for readers of all ages.

Overview of the Book

Harriet Tubman by Eloise Greenfield is a beautifully crafted biography aimed at middle-grade
readers. It chronicles the life journey of Harriet Tubman, from her early days in slavery to her
heroic efforts in the Underground Railroad and her later activism. Greenfield combines factual
accuracy with poetic language, bringing Tubman's story to life in a way that resonates
emotionally and intellectually. The book also includes historical context, photographs, and
timeline features that enhance understanding and engagement.

Content and Narrative Style

Storytelling Approach

Eloise Greenfield employs a poetic and rhythmic narrative style that elevates Harriet Tubman's
story beyond mere facts. Her use of lyrical language makes the biography engaging and
memorable, captivating young readers without sacrificing historical integrity. Greenfield’s
storytelling emphasizes Tubman's inner strength, moral conviction, and compassion, providing a
well-rounded portrait of her character.
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Historical Accuracy and Detail

The book is meticulously researched, featuring accurate details about Tubman’s life, the era of
slavery, and the abolitionist movement. Greenfield balances storytelling with factual
information, ensuring readers receive an authentic depiction of the hardships and triumphs
Tubman experienced. The inclusion of photographs and historical notes further grounds the
narrative in real history.

Themes and Messages

Themes Explored

- Courage and bravery in the face of danger - The importance of freedom and justice -
Compassion and empathy for others - The power of perseverance and hope - The role of
community and allies in social justice movements

Messages for Readers

Greenfield’s portrayal of Harriet Tubman serves as an inspiring reminder of the impact one
individual can have in challenging injustice. The book encourages young readers to stand up for
what is right, to value freedom, and to recognize the importance of resilience in overcoming
adversity.

Illustrations and Design

Eloise Greenfield’s illustrations complement the text beautifully, capturing the mood and spirit
of Tubman's story. The artwork is evocative, often depicting scenes of hardship, bravery, and
hope. The visual design includes maps of the Underground Railroad routes, photographs, and
period-appropriate artwork, which enhance the reader’s understanding and engagement. Pros: -
Evocative, lyrical language that appeals to young readers - Accurate historical details woven
seamlessly into the narrative - Thoughtful illustrations that deepen emotional impact - Clear
organization with headings, timelines, and additional resources - Inspires values of bravery,
justice, and perseverance Cons: - The poetic style may not appeal to readers who prefer
straightforward biographies - Limited focus on Harriet Tubman’s personal life beyond her
activism - Some readers may wish for more detailed accounts of specific Underground Railroad
escapes

Strengths of the Book

- Engaging Language: Greenfield’s poetic prose makes the biography stand out, encouraging
readers to connect emotionally with Tubman’s story. - Educational Value: The inclusion of
historical context, maps, and photographs enhances learning and comprehension. - Inspiration:
The portrayal of Tubman as a courageous, compassionate leader serves as a motivational
example for young readers. - Accessibility: The language and design make complex historical
topics accessible to middle-grade audiences.



Weaknesses and Limitations

- Narrative Style: The poetic approach, while beautiful, might not suit all readers or educators
seeking a straightforward biography. - Depth of Personal Details: The focus on Tubman’s
activism and heroism sometimes leaves out deeper exploration of her personal life,
relationships, or internal struggles. - Scope: As a brief overview suitable for younger audiences,
it may lack the depth some history enthusiasts desire.

Suitability and Audience

This book is particularly well-suited for: - Middle school students studying American history or
civil rights - Educators and librarians seeking engaging biographies for young readers - Parents
and guardians fostering discussions about bravery, justice, and history - Readers interested in
inspiring stories of perseverance and leadership It may be less suitable for: - Older readers or
those seeking a detailed, comprehensive biography - Readers looking for purely factual, non-
lyrical storytelling

Comparison with Other Biographies of Harriet Tubman

Compared to more traditional biographies, such as Sarah H. Bradford’s Harriet Tubman: The
Moses of Her People or Kate Clifford Larson’s more recent works, Greenfield’s biography
emphasizes emotional resonance and poetic language. While it may lack some of the detailed
historical analysis found in scholarly biographies, it excels in making Tubman’s story accessible
and emotionally compelling for younger audiences.

Conclusion

Harriet Tubman by Eloise Greenfield is a beautifully written tribute that captures the essence of
a remarkable woman’s life and legacy. Its lyrical language, captivating illustrations, and
thoughtful presentation make it an invaluable resource for inspiring young minds. While it may
not provide exhaustive historical details, its primary strength lies in its ability to tell a powerful
story of courage, resilience, and hope. This book is a significant addition to children’s literature
on American history and civil rights, fostering appreciation for the bravery of Harriet Tubman
and encouraging readers to stand up for justice in their own lives. Whether used in classroom
settings, home libraries, or personal reading, Greenfield’s biography offers a meaningful and
memorable introduction to one of history’s most inspiring figures. It reminds us all that even in
the darkest times, hope and determination can lead to freedom and change.

Questions & Answers About harriet tubman by eloise
greenfield

N
o

Question Answer
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1 What is the main focus of
'Harriet Tubman' by Eloise
Greenfield?

The book highlights Harriet Tubman's courageous
efforts to escape slavery and her work as a conductor
on the Underground Railroad, emphasizing her bravery
and leadership.

2 How does Eloise Greenfield
portray Harriet Tubman's
character in the book?

Greenfield presents Harriet Tubman as a fearless,
determined, and compassionate leader whose actions
changed history and inspired others.

3 What age group is 'Harriet
Tubman' by Eloise Greenfield
suitable for?

The book is aimed at children and young readers,
typically ages 8 to 12, making complex historical topics
accessible and engaging for that age group.

4 What are some key themes
explored in 'Harriet Tubman' by
Eloise Greenfield?

Key themes include bravery, freedom, resilience, the
fight against injustice, and the importance of
perseverance in the face of adversity.

5 How does Eloise Greenfield
incorporate poetic language in
her biography of Harriet
Tubman?

Greenfield uses lyrical, poetic language to bring Harriet
Tubman's story to life, capturing her spirit and the
emotional depth of her experiences.

6 Why is 'Harriet Tubman' by
Eloise Greenfield considered an
important addition to children's
literature?

It educates young readers about an influential historical
figure through engaging storytelling and inspiring
visuals, fostering an understanding of history and the
value of courage.

Harriet Tubman, Eloise Greenfield, African American history, civil rights, abolitionist,
Underground Railroad, children's biography, slavery, freedom fighter, African American heroes
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