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Come From Away Libretto

Come From Away libretto: An In-Depth Exploration of the Musical’s Heart and Storytelling The come from away libretto is the
foundational script that brings to life the compelling story of humanity, compassion, and community in the wake of one of the most
pivotal moments in recent history. As the written blueprint of the hit musical Come From Away, the libretto encapsulates the
dialogue, lyrics, and narrative structure that have resonated with audiences worldwide. This article delves into the origins, themes,
structure, and significance of the come from away libretto, offering a comprehensive understanding of its role in shaping the
musical’s powerful message.

Understanding the Come From Away Libretto

What Is a Libretto?

A libretto is the text or script of an opera, musical, or other theatrical work, including the dialogue, lyrics, and stage directions. It
serves as the blueprint for the entire production, guiding performers, directors, and musicians in bringing the story to life. In the
case of Come From Away, the libretto is particularly noteworthy for its authentic voice and emotional depth.

The Origins of the Come From Away Libretto

The libretto for Come From Away was crafted by Irene Sankoff and David Hein, who also composed the music. Inspired by real
events surrounding the September 11, 2001 attacks and their aftermath, Sankoff and Hein conducted interviews with residents of
Gander, Newfoundland, and the surrounding area—collectively known as "Ganders"—who opened their homes to stranded
travelers. Their goal was to document these stories authentically, resulting in a libretto that captures the raw human experience
during a crisis.



Key Features of the Libretto

Authentic Dialogue: The script features genuine conversations, capturing regional dialects and personal anecdotes.1.
Structured Narrative: The libretto follows a chronological sequence, from the initial chaos to moments of connection and2.
healing.
Multiple Perspectives: It portrays different characters’ viewpoints—passengers, residents, first responders—giving a3.
multifaceted view of the event.
Emotional Depth: The language and lyrics evoke feelings of fear, hope, kindness, and resilience.4.

The Structure and Content of the Libretto

Act Breakdown

The come from away libretto is typically divided into two acts, each with distinct thematic elements:

Act One: Introduction to the characters, the sudden grounding of flights, and initial reactions to the unfolding tragedy.1.
Act Two: The development of relationships, acts of kindness, and the community’s response to the crisis.2.

Major Scenes and Highlights

The libretto weaves together various scenes that depict key moments such as:

Passengers waking up to the reality of their situation in Gander1.
Local residents offering shelter and support2.
Teams coordinating rescue and relief efforts3.
Personal stories of loss, hope, and connection4.
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Lyrics and Dialogue

The libretto seamlessly integrates lyrics into dialogue, often blurring the lines between spoken word and song to enhance emotional
impact. Songs like “Welcome to the Rock,” “Me and the Sky,” and “Souvenirs” are crafted directly from the libretto, emphasizing
the narrative’s themes.

Themes Explored in the Come From Away Libretto

Humanity and Compassion

At its core, the libretto emphasizes the extraordinary kindness shown by ordinary people. The spontaneous acts of generosity and
understanding are central themes, illustrating that in times of crisis, unity and compassion prevail.

Community and Connection

The libretto explores how a diverse group of individuals comes together to support one another, forging bonds that transcend
backgrounds, beliefs, and circumstances. The stories highlight the importance of community resilience.

Loss and Hope

While acknowledging the pain and grief caused by the events of 9/11, the libretto also celebrates hope, healing, and the human
capacity to recover and rebuild.

Identity and Belonging

Characters grapple with their sense of identity—whether as travelers, residents, or responders—and the libretto portrays how
shared experiences foster a sense of belonging.



The Creative Process Behind the Libretto

Research and Interviews

Irene Sankoff and David Hein spent countless hours interviewing real people involved in the events. Their commitment to
authenticity ensured that the libretto reflected genuine voices and stories.

Writing and Collaboration

The duo collaborated closely, integrating lyrics with dialogue, and refining the script through workshops and feedback sessions.
Their process balanced storytelling with musicality, ensuring that the libretto supported the emotional journey.

Adapting for the Stage

The libretto was adapted to suit theatrical constraints, emphasizing concise dialogue, poignant lyrics, and stage directions that
facilitate storytelling without overwhelming the audience.

The Significance of the Come From Away Libretto

Historical and Cultural Impact

The libretto captures a pivotal moment in history, serving as a testament to human kindness amid tragedy. Its storytelling has
contributed to broader conversations about empathy, resilience, and community.
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Educational Value

Come From Away and its libretto are used in educational settings to teach about 9/11, community response, and storytelling in
musical theater. The libretto's authentic narratives serve as powerful learning tools.

Recognition and Reception

The libretto has received acclaim for its honesty and emotional depth. Critics and audiences alike have praised it for honoring real
stories and creating an impactful theatrical experience.

Resources for Exploring the Come From Away Libretto

If you're interested in exploring the libretto further, consider the following resources:

Official Script and Score: Available through licensing agencies for educational and theatrical use.1.
Published Book: The Come From Away libretto is published in script form, often with annotations and background information.2.
Interviews and Behind-the-Scenes Content: Many interviews with Sankoff and Hein discuss their creative process and the3.
development of the libretto.
Educational Materials: Study guides and analysis offered by theaters and educational institutions.4.

Conclusion

The come from away libretto is much more than just a script; it is a heartfelt tribute to compassion, community, and resilience in
the face of tragedy. Crafted with authenticity and emotional intelligence, it provides the foundation for a musical that has touched
hearts around the world. Whether you are a theater enthusiast, a student of history, or simply curious about storytelling,
understanding the libretto offers valuable insights into how words and music can unite us in hope and healing. As Come From



Away continues to inspire audiences, the libretto remains its vital core—telling stories that remind us of the best in humanity.

Come From Away Libretto: A Deep Dive into the Heartwarming Musical’s Narrative The Come From Away libretto stands as a
remarkable testament to storytelling, resilience, and human connection. Crafted with precision and emotional depth, the libretto
forms the backbone of this acclaimed musical, encapsulating a true story that resonates with audiences worldwide. It chronicles
the extraordinary events that unfolded in the aftermath of September 11, 2001, when 38 planes were diverted to the small town of
Gander, Newfoundland, and the profound acts of kindness that emerged in the face of tragedy. This article explores the libretto’s
origins, structure, themes, and its significance in contemporary musical theater.

Understanding the Libretto: Definition and Role in Musical Theatre

What is a Libretto?

A libretto is the textual foundation of a musical or opera, encompassing all spoken dialogue, lyrics, and sometimes narrative
descriptions that guide the storytelling. It differs from a traditional script by integrating lyrics seamlessly with dialogue, providing a
cohesive script for the performers and creative team. In the context of Come From Away, the libretto serves as a vital vessel,
blending spoken lines and musical numbers to depict a real-world event with emotional nuance and authenticity. It channels the
voices of numerous characters—passengers, crew, townspeople, and first responders—each with their own stories and
perspectives.

The Libretto’s Role in Shaping the Audience Experience

The libretto functions as the emotional and narrative compass of the production. It: - Provides clarity: Organizes the chronological
sequence of events, ensuring the audience follows the complex web of stories. - Creates intimacy: Offers insight into characters’
inner thoughts and feelings through dialogue and lyrics. - Builds themes: Reinforces core messages such as compassion,
community, and resilience. - Facilitates pacing: Balances musical numbers with dialogue to maintain engagement and emotional
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impact.

The Origins and Development of the Come From Away Libretto

Conception and Inspiration

The libretto was crafted by Tony Award-winning writers Irene Sankoff and David Hein, who embarked on an extensive research
journey to accurately portray the events surrounding 9/11 in Gander. Their goal was to create a narrative that honored the real
stories of generosity and humanity without resorting to sensationalism. Their research involved: - Interviews with residents of
Gander and the passengers involved. - Studying news reports and personal accounts. - Attending community gatherings and
listening to firsthand stories. The result was a richly textured libretto that balances individual stories with overarching themes,
ensuring authenticity and emotional resonance.

Writing Process and Challenges

Developing the libretto for Come From Away involved balancing a multitude of perspectives within a cohesive narrative framework.
Challenges included: - Handling sensitive subject matter: Addressing tragedy while celebrating kindness. - Representing diverse
characters: Ensuring each voice was heard and authentic. - Maintaining narrative coherence: Interweaving multiple storylines
without confusion. The writers adopted a non-linear but carefully structured approach, often using vignettes that converge around
shared themes, culminating in a communal sense of hope.

Structural Elements of the Come From Away Libretto

Narrative Arc and Pacing

The libretto is structured into scenes that mirror the chronological unfolding of the events, starting with the initial shock of the



attacks, the diversion of the planes, the response of the Gander community, and culminating in the aftermath and reflection. Key
structural features include: - Multiple Perspectives: Characters’ stories are introduced and developed in parallel, emphasizing the
multiplicity of experiences. - Vignettes: Short scenes or monologues highlight individual stories, creating intimacy. - Choruses and
Ensemble Numbers: These serve to represent collective sentiments, such as community solidarity. The pacing is carefully
calibrated to balance high-energy ensemble numbers with poignant quieter moments, allowing emotional depth to permeate the
production.

Lyric and Dialogue Integration

The libretto seamlessly integrates lyrics and dialogue, often blurring the line between speech and song to create a naturalistic tone.
The lyrics are crafted to reflect the characters’ personalities and emotional states, often employing colloquial language and regional
accents, which add authenticity. For example: - The character of an American passenger might sing with a tone of disbelief and
gratitude. - A Newfoundland local might deliver dialogue with a humorous or heartfelt regional dialect. This linguistic authenticity
enhances audience immersion and underscores the universality of the story.

Themes and Messages Conveyed Through the Libretto

Human Kindness and Compassion

At its core, the libretto highlights acts of kindness amidst chaos. Characters extend help, share resources, and offer comfort,
illustrating the profound impact of empathy.

Community and Connection

The libretto emphasizes how a tight-knit community like Gander can rally together, transcending differences to support strangers. It
portrays community as a vital source of strength and resilience.
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Resilience in the Face of Tragedy

The narrative underscores the capacity to recover and find hope after trauma. The libretto portrays characters’ journeys from shock
to acceptance, emphasizing human resilience.

Global Interconnectedness

Through stories of international passengers and crew, the libretto reflects on the interconnectedness of humanity, especially in
times of crisis.

Impact and Reception of the Libretto

Critical Acclaim

The libretto has been praised for its authenticity, emotional depth, and storytelling prowess. Critics have lauded how it captures the
nuances of real-life stories without oversimplification.

Audience Engagement

Audience reactions have been overwhelmingly positive, often resulting in emotional catharsis. The libretto's relatable characters
and heartfelt narratives foster a strong emotional connection.

Educational and Cultural Significance

The libretto serves as a valuable educational tool, teaching audiences about a pivotal moment in history through personal stories. It
also promotes themes of unity and compassion that are universally relevant.



Conclusion: The Libretto’s Enduring Legacy

The Come From Away libretto stands as a masterful blend of storytelling, lyricism, and emotional honesty. Its success lies in its
ability to honor real stories with authenticity and grace, creating a musical experience that is both moving and inspiring. By weaving
together diverse voices into a cohesive narrative, the libretto underscores timeless themes of kindness, community, and
resilience—values that resonate profoundly in a world still grappling with crises. As a piece of contemporary musical theatre, it
exemplifies how storytelling can serve as a powerful catalyst for empathy and understanding, ensuring that these stories are
remembered and celebrated for generations to come.

Questions & Answers About come from away libretto

No Question Answer

1 What is the 'Come From Away' libretto
about?

The 'Come From Away' libretto tells the true story of how the small town of
Gander, Newfoundland, welcomed 7,000 stranded passengers after the
September 11, 2001 attacks, highlighting themes of kindness, community,
and resilience.

2 Who wrote the libretto for 'Come From
Away'?

The libretto was written by Irene Sankoff and David Hein, who also
composed the music for the show.

3 What are some key themes explored in the
'Come From Away' libretto?

The libretto explores themes of compassion, community, unity in the face of
crisis, cultural differences, and the power of human connection.

4 How is the libretto structured in 'Come
From Away'?

The libretto is structured as a series of interconnected vignettes and
monologues, portraying different characters' perspectives during the events
surrounding 9/11 and its aftermath.
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5 Are there any notable musical numbers in
the 'Come From Away' libretto?

Yes, songs like 'Welcome to the Rock,' '39,' and 'Me and the Sky' are some
of the standout musical numbers that highlight key moments and character
stories within the libretto.

6 Has the 'Come From Away' libretto
received any awards or recognition?

While awards are typically given for the production as a whole, the libretto
has been praised for its heartfelt storytelling and authentic portrayal of real
events, contributing significantly to the show's critical acclaim.

7 Where can I find the official 'Come From
Away' libretto or script?

The official libretto can be found in the published script book of 'Come From
Away,' available through music and theatre publishers, or in the show's
official program and authorized publications.

8 How does the 'Come From Away' libretto
handle the portrayal of diverse characters?

The libretto thoughtfully depicts a wide range of characters, including airline
passengers, town residents, and first responders, emphasizing their unique
stories and perspectives to showcase the universality of kindness.

9 What impact has the 'Come From Away'
libretto had on audiences and critics?

The libretto has been praised for its emotional depth, authenticity, and
uplifting message, resonating deeply with audiences and critics alike for its
powerful storytelling and humanistic themes.
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