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Comprehension Questions For The Breadwinner With
Answers

Comprehension questions for the breadwinner with answers Understanding the core themes, characters, and messages of a literary work is
essential for deeper engagement and critical thinking. For students, educators, or book enthusiasts studying The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis,
comprehension questions serve as valuable tools to assess understanding and facilitate meaningful discussions. This article provides a comprehensive
set of comprehension questions for The Breadwinner, complete with detailed answers to enhance learning, ensure retention, and improve analytical
skills. Additionally, the questions are designed with SEO best practices to help educators and learners find relevant resources easily.

Overview of The Breadwinner

Before diving into specific questions, it’s crucial to have a brief understanding of the novel’s plot, themes, and characters.

Plot Summary
The Breadwinner tells the story of Parvana, an 11-year-old girl living in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. When her father is unjustly imprisoned, Parvana
disguises herself as a boy to support her family, facing numerous challenges in a war-torn society. The novel explores themes of resilience, gender
roles, conflict, and hope.

Main Characters
- Parvana: The protagonist, a courageous girl who disguises herself as a boy to provide for her family. - Mrs. Weera: Parvana’s aunt and a strong
support system. - Father: Parvana’s father, a former teacher imprisoned by the Taliban. - Mother: Parvana’s mother, who struggles with her new role in
the family. - Shauzia: Parvana’s friend who also disguises herself as a boy to escape her circumstances.



Comprehension Questions for The Breadwinner with Answers

These questions are organized into thematic sections to cover different aspects of the novel, from plot details to themes and character analysis.

1. Basic Comprehension Questions
Q1: Who is the main protagonist of The Breadwinner? A1: The main protagonist is Parvana, an 11-year-old girl living in Afghanistan under Taliban rule.
Q2: Why does Parvana decide to disguise herself as a boy? A2: Parvana disguises herself as a boy because, under Taliban rule, women are not
allowed to work or travel freely. Disguising as a boy allows her to support her family and access resources. Q3: What is the significance of the title The
Breadwinner? A3: The title refers to Parvana’s role in providing for her family by working and earning money, which is traditionally seen as a male
responsibility in her society. Q4: How does the Taliban’s rule affect the daily lives of the characters? A4: The Taliban’s rule imposes strict restrictions
on women and girls, including bans on education and employment, forcing families like Parvana’s to adapt and hide their true identities. Q5: What
happens to Parvana’s father, and how does it impact her family? A5: Parvana’s father is imprisoned by the Taliban, which leaves the family without a
male breadwinner and forces Parvana to take on the responsibility of supporting them.

2. Character Analysis Questions
Q6: Describe Parvana’s personality and how she demonstrates resilience throughout the story. A6: Parvana is brave, resourceful, and compassionate.
She demonstrates resilience by taking on dangerous roles to support her family, maintaining hope despite hardships, and facing fears head-on. Q7:
How does Mrs. Weera support Parvana and her family? A7: Mrs. Weera is a strong, caring figure who encourages Parvana, offers guidance, and helps
the family navigate their challenges. She also provides emotional support and shares her own experiences. Q8: What does Shauzia’s character reveal
about the choices girls face in Afghanistan? A8: Shauzia’s desire to leave Afghanistan and find a better life highlights the limited options available to
girls and women under Taliban rule, emphasizing themes of hope and escape. Q9: How does Parvana’s relationship with her family influence her
actions? A9: Parvana’s love and sense of responsibility for her family motivate her to take risks and act bravely, putting their needs above her own
fears.
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3. Themes and Messages
Q10: Discuss the theme of gender roles in The Breadwinner. How are they challenged? A10: The novel depicts strict gender roles imposed by Taliban
rule, where women are confined and silenced. Parvana challenges these roles by disguising herself as a boy, working, and seeking education, which
highlights themes of gender equality and resilience. Q11: What does the story suggest about hope and perseverance in difficult times? A11: The story
emphasizes that hope and perseverance are vital for survival. Despite threats, loss, and fear, Parvana and her family continue to hope for a better
future, illustrating the human spirit’s resilience. Q12: How does The Breadwinner portray the impact of war on children? A12: The novel shows that war
disrupts childhood, forcing children like Parvana to grow up quickly, take on adult responsibilities, and face dangers that threaten their innocence and
well-being.

4. Critical Thinking and Analytical Questions
Q13: How does Deborah Ellis use symbolism in The Breadwinner? A13: Symbols such as bread represent survival and sustenance, while Parvana’s
disguise as a boy symbolizes the breaking of societal boundaries and gender roles. The act of storytelling also symbolizes hope and resistance. Q14: In
what ways does The Breadwinner challenge stereotypes about Afghanistan and its people? A14: The novel portrays Afghan characters as resilient,
resourceful, and caring, countering stereotypes of violence and oppression. It emphasizes their humanity and capacity for hope and kindness. Q15:
What lessons can readers learn from Parvana’s experiences? A15: Readers can learn about courage, resilience, the importance of hope, and the need
for empathy and understanding across cultures and circumstances.

5. Application and Reflection Questions
Q16: How would you feel if you were in Parvana’s situation? What would you do? (Reflective question encouraging personal connection.) Q17: What
can we do to support children living in conflict zones like Afghanistan? (Encourages awareness and activism.) Q18: How does The Breadwinner inspire
readers to stand up against injustice? (Discussion of empowerment and activism.)

Additional Resources for Educators and Students

To deepen understanding of The Breadwinner, educators can incorporate the following activities: - Discussion prompts focused on themes of gender
equality, resilience, and war. - Creative writing exercises imagining alternative endings or stories from other characters’ perspectives. - Research



projects about Afghanistan, Taliban rule, and the impact of war on children. - Group debates on the importance of education and women’s rights.

Conclusion

Comprehension questions for The Breadwinner with answers are invaluable tools in exploring the novel’s rich themes, character dynamics, and
messages of hope and resilience. By engaging with these questions, readers can enhance their analytical skills, foster empathy, and gain a deeper
understanding of life under conflict. Whether used in classrooms or for personal reflection, these questions serve as a comprehensive guide to
navigating Deborah Ellis’s powerful story and its relevance in today’s world. Keywords: comprehension questions for The Breadwinner, The
Breadwinner answers, The Breadwinner discussion questions, Afghan children’s literature, Deborah Ellis, themes in The Breadwinner, gender roles in
Afghanistan, resilience stories, war and childhood, educational resources on The Breadwinner.

Comprehension Questions for The Breadwinner with Answers: An In-Depth Review and Analysis The novel The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis has
captivated readers worldwide with its poignant portrayal of resilience, courage, and the harsh realities faced by Afghan girls under Taliban rule. As
educators, literary critics, and students delve into this compelling narrative, comprehension questions serve as vital tools to deepen understanding,
promote critical thinking, and facilitate meaningful discussions. This article offers an exhaustive exploration of comprehension questions for The
Breadwinner, complete with detailed answers, designed for review sites, educational settings, and literary analysis.

Understanding the Context of The Breadwinner

Before engaging with comprehension questions, it’s essential to grasp the historical, cultural, and political backdrop of the novel.

The Setting and Historical Background
The Breadwinner is set in Afghanistan during the Taliban regime, a period marked by strict laws, gender oppression, and societal upheaval. The
Taliban’s rise to power in the 1990s led to severe restrictions on women and girls, including bans on education, employment, and public movement
without male guardians. Key points to understand include: - The political landscape of Afghanistan during the 1990s. - The Taliban’s ideology and its
impact on daily life. - The role of women and girls under Taliban rule. - The significance of Kabul as the setting. Sample comprehension question: Q:
How does the historical context of Afghanistan under Taliban rule influence the protagonist’s experiences? Answer: The historical context profoundly
shapes the protagonist, Parvana’s, life as it imposes strict restrictions on her freedom and opportunities. The Taliban’s policies prohibit women and
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girls from attending school or working outside the home, forcing Parvana to disguise herself as a boy to support her family. The oppressive environment
fosters fear, resilience, and a constant struggle for survival. The setting underscores themes of oppression and resistance, illustrating how political
regimes directly impact individual lives.

Deep Dive into Main Characters and Their Development

Understanding the characters’ motivations and growth is central to comprehending the novel’s themes.

Parvana: The Protagonist’s Journey
Parvana is a young girl who demonstrates remarkable courage and ingenuity. Her transformation from a girl dependent on her family to a symbol of
resistance embodies resilience. Sample questions: - Q: How does Parvana’s character evolve throughout the story? A: Parvana starts as a frightened
girl dependent on her family but gradually develops into a brave and resourceful individual. Her disguise as a boy allows her to navigate a restricted
society, and her actions reflect growing confidence and leadership. Her experiences teach her about sacrifice, hope, and the importance of standing up
against injustice. - Q: What are the key challenges Parvana faces, and how does she overcome them? A: Parvana faces danger from Taliban
enforcers, hunger, and loss of loved ones. She overcomes these through ingenuity—disguising herself, forming alliances, and maintaining hope. Her
determination to support her family and seek justice sustains her through adversity.

Other Key Characters
- Mrs. Weera: A former teacher who becomes a mentor. - Shauzia: Parvana’s friend, also disguising as a boy, symbolizing hope and friendship. -
Father: Imprisoned early, his absence motivates Parvana’s actions. Sample question: - Q: How do the relationships between characters like Parvana,
Mrs. Weera, and Shauzia enhance the narrative? A: These relationships highlight themes of solidarity, resilience, and shared hardship. Mrs. Weera’s
mentorship provides emotional support, while Shauzia’s friendship offers companionship and hope. Their interactions showcase the importance of
community and mutual aid in oppressive circumstances.



Thematic Comprehension and Moral Lessons

The novel explores profound themes that resonate universally.

Themes and their Significance
- Gender Oppression: The restrictions placed on women and girls reflect societal injustices. - Courage and Resistance: Acts of defiance demonstrate
resilience. - Family and Sacrifice: Family bonds motivate characters’ actions and decisions. - Hope and Survival: Maintaining hope sustains characters
through hardship. Sample questions: - Q: How does Deborah Ellis portray the theme of resistance in the novel? A: Resistance manifests through small
acts of defiance, such as Parvana’s disguise, and larger forms of resilience, like her determination to support her family. The characters’ perseverance
underscores the human spirit’s capacity to resist oppression. - Q: In what ways does the novel depict the importance of hope? A: Despite brutality and
despair, characters cling to hope for a better future, which motivates their actions. Parvana’s hope for her father’s return and her dreams of education
exemplify this theme.

Educational and Moral Lessons
The novel encourages readers to reflect on issues like gender equality, human rights, and resilience. Sample question: - Q: What moral lessons can
readers learn from The Breadwinner? A: Readers learn the importance of bravery in the face of injustice, the value of family and community, and the
necessity of hope and perseverance. The story emphasizes that even in the darkest times, courage and kindness can prevail.

Analyzing Literary Devices and Narrative Techniques

Understanding the author’s craft enhances comprehension and appreciation.

Use of Perspective and Narrative Style
Deborah Ellis employs a third-person narrative centered on Parvana, providing insight into her thoughts and feelings. The simple, direct language
makes the story accessible yet powerful. Sample questions: - Q: How does the use of a third-person perspective influence the reader’s understanding
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of Parvana’s experiences? A: The third-person perspective offers an intimate view of Parvana’s internal struggles and strengths, fostering empathy and
allowing readers to see the broader societal context influencing her actions. - Q: What narrative techniques does Ellis use to evoke emotion? A: Ellis
employs vivid descriptions, dialogue, and contrasting moments of hope and despair to evoke empathy and emotional engagement.

Symbolism and Motifs
- Bread: Represents sustenance, hope, and survival. - Disguise: Symbolizes identity, resilience, and resistance. - The Market: A motif for community
and the complexities of Afghan society. Sample question: - Q: How does the motif of bread function within the story? A: Bread symbolizes basic needs
and survival, as well as hope for the future. Parvana’s efforts to secure bread reflect her determination to sustain her family amid hardship.

Utilizing Comprehension Questions for Educational Purposes

Effective comprehension questions serve as tools for assessments, discussions, and deep analysis.

Designing Effective Questions
- Focus on key themes, characters, and plot points. - Include a variety of question types: factual, interpretive, and evaluative. - Encourage critical
thinking and personal connections. Sample list of questions: 1. What motivates Parvana to disguise herself as a boy? 2. Describe a moment when
Parvana shows bravery. 3. How does the novel portray the impact of war on children? 4. What role does hope play in Parvana’s journey? 5. Discuss the
significance of community in the novel.

Sample Answers and Explanations
Providing model answers helps students verify their understanding and encourages deeper reflection.

Conclusion: The Value of Comprehension Questions in Literary Analysis of The



Breadwinner

Comprehension questions for The Breadwinner are more than mere recall exercises; they are essential tools that foster critical engagement, emotional
understanding, and moral reflection. By dissecting characters, themes, literary devices, and historical context through thoughtfully crafted questions
with comprehensive answers, educators and readers can unlock the full depth of Deborah Ellis’s powerful narrative. In educational settings, these
questions serve to evaluate understanding, stimulate discussion, and inspire empathy. For literary critics and review sites, they offer a framework to
analyze the novel’s craftsmanship and thematic richness. Ultimately, mastering comprehension questions about The Breadwinner enriches the
reader’s experience, deepening appreciation for this compelling story of resilience and hope amid adversity. Note: For educators and readers seeking
additional resources, supplementary questions, or discussion guides, many publishers and educational organizations offer downloadable materials
tailored to different age groups and learning objectives.

Questions & Answers About comprehension questions for the breadwinner with
answers

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The Breadwinner'? The main theme of 'The Breadwinner' is resilience and hope in the face of oppression,
focusing on a girl’s courage to support her family under Taliban rule.

2 Who is the protagonist of 'The Breadwinner' and
what challenges does she face?

The protagonist is Parvana, a young girl who faces the challenge of disguising herself as
a boy to earn money and help her family survive under Taliban restrictions.

3 How does Parvana’s role as a 'breadwinner'
influence her family dynamics?

Parvana’s role as the breadwinner shifts traditional family dynamics, giving her a sense
of responsibility and independence, but also placing emotional and physical burdens on
her.

4 What does the story reveal about the impact of
war and political oppression on children?

The story highlights how war and political oppression force children into adult roles,
affecting their innocence, education, and childhood experiences.

5 How does Parvana demonstrate bravery
throughout the story?

Parvana demonstrates bravery by disguising herself as a boy to work, risking her safety
to provide for her family, and standing up against oppressive forces.
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6 What role do secondary characters play in
supporting Parvana’s journey?

Secondary characters like her family members, friends, and kind strangers provide
emotional support, guidance, and assist her in her quest to survive and maintain hope.

7 What lessons can readers learn from 'The
Breadwinner' about resilience and hope?

Readers learn that even in the darkest times, resilience, bravery, and hope can help
individuals overcome adversity and inspire change.

8 Why is 'The Breadwinner' considered an important
book for understanding Afghan culture and
history?

'The Breadwinner' offers insight into Afghan life under Taliban rule, highlighting cultural
practices, restrictions, and the resilience of Afghan people, making it an important
educational resource.

breadwinner novel questions, The Breadwinner discussion questions, comprehension quiz for The Breadwinner, The Breadwinner chapter questions,
reading questions for The Breadwinner, The Breadwinner study guide, The Breadwinner worksheet, The Breadwinner quiz with answers, The
Breadwinner book questions, literacy questions for The Breadwinner
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