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The God Of Small Things Arundhati
Roy

The God of Small Things Arundhati Roy Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things is a literary
masterpiece that has captivated readers worldwide since its publication in 1997. This semi-
autobiographical novel, set in the Indian state of Kerala, explores intricate themes of love, loss, social
discrimination, and the profound impact of small, seemingly insignificant events on people's lives.
Recognized for its lyrical prose and compelling storytelling, the book has earned numerous awards,
including the Man Booker Prize, and continues to be a significant work in contemporary literature. In this
article, we delve into the themes, characters, narrative style, and the social significance of Arundhati
Roy’s The God of Small Things.

Overview of The God of Small Things

Plot Summary
The God of Small Things centers around the tragic story of the Kochamma family in Kerala. The narrative
oscillates between the past and present, revealing the events that led to the devastating consequences
for the family. The story is primarily narrated through the perspectives of the twins, Rahel and Estha,
whose childhood innocence contrasts sharply with the complex social realities they face. Key plot points
include: - The forbidden love between Ammu, a divorced woman, and Velutha, a Dalit (untouchable)
carpenter. - The societal prejudices faced by Velutha and the tragic repercussions of their relationship. -
The family’s struggles with caste discrimination, class inequalities, and rigid societal norms. - The loss of
innocence experienced by the twins as they confront the harsh truths of their world. The narrative
culminates in a series of tragic events that permanently alter the lives of the characters, highlighting how
minor societal transgressions can lead to devastating consequences.

Thematic Exploration
The God of Small Things explores a multitude of themes, each intricately woven into the fabric of the
story: - Caste and Social Discrimination: The novel vividly portrays the caste-based hierarchies in India
and their destructive impact. - Love and Forbidden Relationships: It examines various forms of
love—romantic, familial, and forbidden—and their societal repercussions. - Memory and Trauma: The
narrative delves into how past events shape present identities and the importance of memory in
understanding oneself. - Loss of Innocence: The story highlights how childhood innocence is lost through
exposure to societal prejudices and personal tragedies. - The Power of Small Things: Roy emphasizes how
minor actions and decisions can have far-reaching consequences, encapsulated in the novel’s title.



Characters of The God of Small Things

A deep understanding of the characters is essential to appreciating the novel’s richness:

Rahel Kochamma
- The younger twin sister, who returns to Kerala after years abroad. - Represents longing, nostalgia, and
the quest for belonging. - Her perspective offers insights into the family's history and societal issues.

Estha (Esther) Kochamma
- Rahel’s identical twin brother. - Symbolizes innocence and vulnerability. - His traumatic experiences
and silence reflect the emotional scars inflicted by societal pressures.

Ammu
- The twins’ mother, a complex character torn between societal expectations and personal desires. -
Faces ostracism after her love affair with Velutha. - Embodies rebellion against social norms.

Velutha
- A Dalit carpenter and the novel’s tragic hero. - Represents the oppressed and the possibility of love
beyond caste barriers. - His relationship with Ammu becomes the central act of defiance.

Baby Kochamma
- The twins’ aunt, characterized by her jealousy and rigid morality. - Her actions and prejudices
significantly influence the tragic unfolding of events.

narrative Style and Literary Devices

Lyrical Prose and Non-linear Narrative
Roy’s writing style is celebrated for its poetic and lyrical quality. The non-linear narrative weaves past
and present seamlessly, allowing readers to piece together the story’s emotional and chronological
layers. This structure mirrors the way memories and traumas resurface unpredictably.

Symbolism and Imagery
- The "Small Things": The title itself emphasizes how seemingly insignificant details—like a scar, a look,
or a small act—can have profound effects. - The River and the Sea: Often symbolize change, flow of time,
and emotional depths. - Velutha’s Red Hands: Represent both his vitality and the bloodshed of societal
injustice.
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Use of Malayalam and Cultural References
Roy incorporates Malayalam words and cultural references to ground the story in Kerala’s rich traditions,
enhancing authenticity and regional flavor.

Social and Cultural Significance

Challenging Caste and Class Structures
Roy’s novel boldly confronts India’s caste system, illustrating how deeply ingrained social hierarchies
perpetuate inequality and violence. Velutha’s tragic fate underscores the brutal realities faced by Dalits
and other marginalized groups.

Feminist Perspectives
The novel critically examines gender roles and expectations, highlighting Ammu’s struggles against
societal constraints and her pursuit of personal freedom. Roy advocates for women’s independence and
challenges patriarchal norms.

Addressing Colonial and Postcolonial Issues
Set in Kerala, a region with a complex history of colonial influence, the novel subtly reflects on India’s
postcolonial identity, cultural hybridity, and social change.

Environmental and Societal Reflection
The lush Kerala landscape and river symbolism also evoke ecological themes, reminding readers of the
interconnection between society and environment.

Critical Reception and Legacy

The God of Small Things received widespread acclaim for its innovative style and profound themes. It
broke literary records in India and globally, cementing Arundhati Roy’s reputation as a significant voice
in contemporary literature. - Awards: Man Booker Prize (1997), National Film Award for Best Screenplay
(for the film adaptation). - Influence: The novel influenced discussions on caste, gender, and social
justice. - Controversies: Roy’s outspoken political views and critiques of government policies have kept
her in the public eye.

Conclusion

Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things is more than just a novel; it is a powerful commentary on the
intricacies of human relationships and societal structures. Through her poetic prose and nuanced
characters, Roy reveals how small, often overlooked events and decisions can echo through generations,
shaping lives in profound ways. The novel’s exploration of caste, gender, and social norms remains



relevant today, making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire and challenge readers worldwide.
Whether you are a lover of literary fiction, interested in social issues, or seeking a compelling story that
delves into the complexities of human emotions, The God of Small Things offers a rich, layered reading
experience. Its enduring legacy is a testament to Arundhati Roy’s storytelling mastery and her
unwavering commitment to social justice.

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy is a literary masterpiece that has captured the imaginations of
readers worldwide since its publication in 1997. This evocative novel, Roy’s debut, is celebrated for its
lyrical prose, complex characters, and profound exploration of social and political issues in India. It is a
book that invites readers to look beyond the surface and delve into the intricacies of human relationships,
history, and culture. As a richly layered narrative, it is both a personal story and a commentary on the
larger societal framework, making it an enduring and influential work of contemporary literature.

Overview of The God of Small Things

The God of Small Things is set in the Indian state of Kerala and unfolds through the interwoven
perspectives of its main characters, primarily focusing on the tragic childhood of fraternal twins, Estha
and Rahel. The narrative is non-linear, jumping back and forth in time, which adds to its poetic and
contemplative tone. Roy's storytelling style combines lush descriptions, poetic language, and sharp social
critique, creating a textured reading experience that is as emotionally moving as it is intellectually
stimulating. The novel explores themes of forbidden love, social discrimination, family secrets, and the
lasting impact of childhood trauma. Its title alludes to the idea that small, seemingly insignificant
moments—like a child's smile or a fleeting glance—can hold profound significance, shaping the course of
lives and history.

Thematic Analysis

Social Critique and Cultural Context
One of Roy’s foremost strengths is her incisive critique of Indian society’s caste system, class divisions,
and gender inequalities. She vividly depicts how these social structures influence personal lives, often
leading to tragedy and repression. - Caste and Social Hierarchies: The novel portrays the devastating
effects of caste discrimination through characters like the Ipe family, who are part of the Syrian Christian
community but still influenced by societal prejudices. - Gender Roles: Roy examines the restrictive norms
imposed on women, especially through characters like Ammu and Velutha, highlighting the oppression
faced by women and the marginalized. Pros: - Sharp social commentary that remains relevant. - Deep
insight into Indian cultural complexities. Cons: - At times, the critique can feel dense or didactic for some
readers. - The non-linear timeline may challenge those new to experimental narratives.

Family Dynamics and Personal Relationships
The novel intricately explores family secrets, love, betrayal, and loss. The dysfunctional family structure
and the tragic events that unfold shape the entire narrative. - The forbidden love between Ammu and
Velutha symbolizes the clash between individual desires and societal expectations. - The trauma inflicted
by family secrets and societal rejection underscores the importance of understanding and compassion.
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Pros: - Multi-dimensional characters with authentic emotional depth. - Portrayal of complex familial
relationships that resonate universally. Cons: - The heavy focus on family trauma can be emotionally
taxing. - Some characters remain enigmatic, leaving readers wanting more background.

Literary Style and Language

Poetic Prose and Narrative Technique
Roy’s writing style is characterized by its lyrical quality, rich imagery, and poetic rhythm. Her use of
language elevates the novel beyond a simple story, transforming it into a work of art. - The narrative
employs a stream-of-consciousness technique and non-linear chronology, requiring careful reading but
rewarding patience. - Descriptive passages invoke senses vividly, immersing readers in the lush
landscape of Kerala and the characters’ inner worlds. Pros: - Beautifully crafted prose that enhances
emotional impact. - Innovative narrative structure keeps readers engaged and attentive. Cons: - The
poetic language might be dense or challenging for some readers. - Non-linear storytelling can cause
confusion if not read attentively.

Symbolism and Themes
Roy masterfully employs symbolism throughout the novel to deepen its thematic layers. - The "Small
Things" refer to the minor moments that carry immense significance. - The metaphor of the "God of Small
Things" suggests that small acts and overlooked details can have profound consequences. Pros: - Rich
symbolism invites multiple interpretations. - The thematic depth enriches the reading experience. Cons: -
Some readers may find the symbolism overly subtle or abstract. - Multiple layers may require rereading
for full comprehension.

Characters and Character Development

Main Characters
The novel’s characters are vividly drawn, each embodying different facets of Indian society and human
nature. - Ammu: A complex woman torn between societal expectations and her desires; her tragedy
underscores themes of repression. - Velutha: An untouchable who embodies innocence and rebellion; his
relationship with Ammu challenges social norms. - Estha and Rahel: Twins whose childhood innocence is
shattered by tragedy; their evolving perspectives shape the narrative. Pros: - Deep psychological
portrayal of characters. - Characters evoke empathy and provoke reflection. Cons: - Some characters’
backstories are sparse, leaving gaps in understanding. - The tragic elements might feel overwhelming at
times.

Critical Reception and Impact

The God of Small Things received widespread acclaim, winning the Booker Prize in 1997 and catapulting
Roy into the international literary scene. Critics praised her lyrical prose, innovative narrative structure,
and social critique. Features: - Celebrated for its stylistic brilliance and thematic richness. - Recognized



for shedding light on Indian society from a personal and political perspective. Critiques: - Some critics
argued that the novel’s non-linear style could be confusing. - Others felt that certain political messages
overshadow the narrative at times.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: - Exceptionally lyrical and poetic language. - Deeply insightful social critique. - Multi-layered
storytelling with rich symbolism. - Complex, memorable characters. - Universally relevant themes of love,
trauma, and societal injustice. Cons: - Non-linear narrative can be challenging. - Dense language may
deter casual readers. - Emotional intensity might be overwhelming. - Some characters and plotlines feel
underdeveloped.

Conclusion

The God of Small Things is a landmark work that exemplifies the power of literary art to explore sensitive
social issues while delivering a profoundly moving human story. Arundhati Roy’s debut novel is not
merely a story of childhood and family but a reflection on the societal forces that shape individual
destinies. Its poetic language, layered symbolism, and incisive critique continue to resonate with readers
around the world, making it a must-read for those interested in literature that combines aesthetic beauty
with social consciousness. Whether you are drawn to its lyrical prose or its courageous social
commentary, The God of Small Things remains an enduring testament to the importance of paying
attention to the small, often overlooked details that define our lives. It challenges us to see the world
differently and reminds us that sometimes, the smallest things can have the biggest impact.

Questions & Answers About the god of small things
arundhati roy

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The
God of Small Things' by Arundhati
Roy?

The novel explores themes of forbidden love, social
discrimination, family secrets, and the impact of societal
norms on individual lives in Indian society.

2 Who are the central characters in
'The God of Small Things'?

The central characters are Rahel and Estha, fraternal twins,
along with their family members, including their mother
Ammu and their grandmother, Mammachi.

3 How does Arundhati Roy depict
the social hierarchy in 'The God of
Small Things'?

Roy vividly portrays the caste system, class divisions, and
social stigmas that influence the characters' lives and
relationships throughout the novel.

4 What role does the concept of
'small things' play in the novel?

The 'small things' refer to everyday moments and minor
events that have profound impacts on the characters' lives,
emphasizing how small actions can lead to significant
consequences.

5 Why is 'The God of Small Things'
considered a semi-
autobiographical novel?

Because Roy weaves personal experiences and reflections
into the narrative, drawing on her own childhood in Kerala
and her observations of Indian society.
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6 What is the significance of the title
'The God of Small Things'?

It signifies the importance of small moments, overlooked
details, and minor events that shape the characters'
destinies, reflecting the novel's focus on the nuances of life.

7 How was 'The God of Small
Things' received upon its
publication?

The novel received widespread critical acclaim, won the Man
Booker Prize in 1997, and is celebrated for its lyrical prose
and powerful storytelling.

8 What narrative style does
Arundhati Roy use in 'The God of
Small Things'?

Roy employs a non-linear, layered narrative with rich, poetic
language that weaves past and present, creating a vivid and
immersive reading experience.

9 What impact has 'The God of Small
Things' had on Indian literature?

It is considered a landmark work that brought global
attention to contemporary Indian writing, inspiring many
writers and highlighting social issues through literary art.

10 Are there any adaptations of 'The
God of Small Things'?

Yes, the novel was adapted into a stage play and a web
series, and its influence extends into various cultural and
literary discussions worldwide.

Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things, Indian literature, Booker Prize, Malayalam influence, family
saga, social issues, postcolonialism, contemporary fiction, Indian authors
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