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The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their
Lives

The 57 bus: a true story of two teenagers and the crime that changed their lives is a compelling narrative that captures the complexities of
race, identity, and societal disparities. This incident, which took place in Oakland, California, in 2013, involves an unexpected and tragic encounter
between two teenagers—one who became a victim and the other a perpetrator. The story not only highlights the profound consequences of a single act
but also serves as a lens through which we can examine issues of racial bias, justice, and redemption in contemporary America.

Background of the Incident

The Setting: Oakland’s Diverse Landscape
Oakland, California, is known for its vibrant, diverse communities and progressive culture. However, beneath this lively surface lie underlying issues of
economic inequality, racial tensions, and social disparities. The city’s demographic makeup includes a mixture of races, ethnicities, and socioeconomic
backgrounds, which often intersect in complex ways.

The Key Players: DeAndre and Cody

DeAndre: A Black teenager, born and raised in Oakland. He was described as a friendly but reserved student, navigating the challenges of1.
adolescence in a city marked by inequality.



Cody: A white teenager and a student at the same high school. Known for his academic abilities and involvement in extracurricular activities, Cody2.
was an aspiring musician with ambitions beyond his immediate environment.

The Crime: An Unintended Tragedy

The Events of the Day
On the afternoon of January 29, 2013, DeAndre and Cody found themselves in close proximity on the Oakland school bus. A minor altercation
escalated when Cody, who was carrying a lighter, reportedly initiated a prank involving a lighter and a lighter fluid, which resulted in a fire. DeAndre was
caught in the flames, suffering severe burns over 20% of his body. The incident was accidental in nature but had devastating consequences.

Immediate Aftermath and Legal Proceedings
DeAndre was rushed to the hospital, where he endured multiple surgeries and months of recovery. The incident prompted a swift legal response: Cody
was charged with felony assault with a deadly weapon. The case drew widespread media attention, raising questions about juvenile justice, racial
dynamics, and personal accountability.

The Impact on Both Teenagers

DeAndre’s Journey: From Victim to Survivor
DeAndre’s life was irrevocably changed by the incident. The physical injuries required ongoing medical treatment, and the psychological trauma of the
event and its aftermath was profound. Despite these hardships, DeAndre became an advocate for awareness about school safety and racial issues,
sharing his story to inspire empathy and understanding.

Cody’s Perspective and Legal Consequences
Cody faced a different set of consequences. He was initially charged as a juvenile but was eventually tried as an adult, receiving a prison sentence. His
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case sparked debates about the appropriate punishment for juvenile offenders and whether the justice system adequately considers the circumstances
and intent behind youth crimes.

Broader Themes and Social Issues

Racial Bias and Stereotypes
The incident highlighted underlying racial tensions within the community. DeAndre, as a Black teen, was often stereotyped, and some observers
questioned whether racial biases influenced the legal proceedings and public perception. Conversely, Cody’s race and background also played roles in
how the incident was framed and responded to.

The Role of Socioeconomic Factors
Both teenagers came from different socioeconomic backgrounds, which affected their access to resources, support systems, and opportunities. These
disparities often shape youth behavior and influence how society responds to juvenile offenders.

Juvenile Justice and Rehabilitation

Debates over punishment versus rehabilitation for young offenders.1.
The importance of providing mental health support and education.2.
Balancing justice with compassion in cases involving minors.3.

Lessons Learned and Moving Forward

Understanding the Power of Empathy
The story of the 57 bus underscores the importance of empathy in addressing societal issues. Recognizing the humanity in both victims and offenders
can foster more nuanced and effective responses to juvenile crime.



Community and Educational Initiatives

Programs aimed at reducing racial stereotypes and promoting diversity.1.
School safety measures to prevent similar incidents.2.
Counseling and support for victims of violence and trauma.3.

Personal Growth and Redemption
Both DeAndre and Cody have demonstrated resilience and growth in the aftermath of the incident. Their stories serve as powerful reminders that, even
after tragedy, paths to redemption and understanding are possible.

Conclusion: A Story That Continues to Resonate

The tragic yet illuminating story of the 57 bus and the two teenagers involved continues to resonate because it encapsulates many of the pressing
issues facing modern society: racial inequality, justice, youth violence, and the potential for change. It challenges us to reflect on how we respond to
tragedy and to consider the importance of compassion, education, and reform in creating a more equitable world. Ultimately, the story is a testament to
the profound impact that a single moment—whether accidental or intentional—can have on lives, shaping a narrative of pain, resilience, and hope.

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their Lives

Introduction: A Tragic Intersection on the 57 Bus

The 57 Bus is more than just a route number in Oakland, California; it is the title of a compelling, real-life account that explores themes of race,
identity, violence, and redemption. This story, popularized by journalist Dashka Slater and later adapted into a book, recounts the life-altering event that
took place on November 26, 2013, involving two teenagers from vastly different backgrounds. One was a white, affluent youth named Sasha, and the
other was a Black, homeless teen named Richard. Their lives intersected on that day in ways neither could have anticipated, culminating in a brutal
incident that would forever alter their futures. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the story—its background, the event itself, the legal and
social consequences, and the broader themes that make this narrative both a cautionary tale and a source of hope.
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Background: The Context of Oakland and the Lives of the Teenagers

Oakland’s Socioeconomic Landscape
Oakland, California, is a city characterized by stark socioeconomic disparities. It has a rich history of multiculturalism, activism, and resilience, but also
grapples with issues such as poverty, homelessness, and systemic inequality. These factors form the backdrop for the lives of many of its youth,
including those involved in the 57 Bus incident. The city’s diverse neighborhoods feature a mix of affluent areas and neighborhoods facing economic
hardships. This environment shapes the experiences of teenagers like Sasha and Richard, who come from different worlds yet find themselves on a
collision course.

Profiles of the Teenagers
Sasha: A white, gender-nonconforming youth attending school in Oakland. Sasha was known for being creative, introspective, and somewhat
introverted. They were passionate about fashion and identity, often exploring their gender expression. Sasha’s life was relatively stable, with supportive
family and community ties. Richard: A Black teenager facing homelessness and economic instability. Richard was exposed to the challenges of
poverty, instability, and the struggles of navigating adolescence without a consistent home. He was known among peers for his resilience and sense of
humor, but his circumstances placed him at risk for involvement in negative situations.

The Incident: What Happened on the 57 Bus?

The Events Leading Up to the Crime
On the morning of November 26, 2013, Sasha boarded the 57 Bus, heading to school. As the bus traveled through Oakland, Richard also got on,
seeking transportation and perhaps a way to get to school or find a place to stay. The two teenagers did not know each other prior to this day, and their
interactions were limited. Witnesses report that Sasha was wearing a skirt and was known for their distinctive style. Richard was sitting nearby, and at
some point, an argument erupted. The specifics of what sparked the confrontation are debated, but it escalated quickly.



The Attack: The Burning of Sasha’s Skirt
According to reports and Richard’s own account, during the altercation, Richard pulled out a lighter and set Sasha’s skirt on fire. The act was impulsive
but had devastating consequences. Sasha was engulfed in flames, suffering third-degree burns over approximately 20% of their body, including their
torso and thighs. Emergency responders arrive

Questions & Answers About the 57 bus a true story of two teenagers and the
crime that changed their lives

No Question Answer

1 What is the main story behind 'The 57 Bus' by
Dashka Slater?

The book tells the true story of an incident on a bus in Oakland where a teenage boy set
fire to a girl’s skirt, leading to serious injuries and a discussion about race, justice, and
empathy.

2 Who are the two teenagers involved in the incident
described in 'The 57 Bus'?

The story centers around Sasha, a white girl, and Richard, an African American boy
who committed the arson that changed both of their lives.

3 How did the incident on the 57 bus impact the
lives of the teenagers involved?

Richard was charged and sentenced to prison, while Sasha faced physical and
emotional trauma; their lives were forever altered by the events and the subsequent
legal process.

4 What themes does 'The 57 Bus' explore regarding
justice and empathy?

The book explores themes of racial bias, the criminal justice system, understanding
different perspectives, and the importance of empathy and compassion in difficult
situations.

5 Why is 'The 57 Bus' considered an important
educational resource?

It provides a real-life case to discuss social issues like race, privilege, and justice,
encouraging students to think critically about their own values and societal structures.

6 How does Dashka Slater portray the perspectives
of both teenagers involved in the incident?

The author gives insight into Richard’s background and motivations, as well as Sasha’s
experience and feelings, fostering understanding of each person’s perspective.

7 What impact has 'The 57 Bus' had on readers and
communities since its publication?

The book has sparked conversations about social justice, race relations, and restorative
justice, raising awareness and promoting empathy among readers of all ages.
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