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New Testament Use Of The Old
Testament

New Testament use of the Old Testament is a fascinating subject that reveals how the early
Christian authors interpreted and integrated Jewish scriptures to establish their teachings, validate
their claims about Jesus Christ, and shape the emerging Christian doctrine. Understanding this
relationship offers insights into how the New Testament authors, many of whom were well-versed
in Hebrew scriptures, viewed their faith in continuity with Judaism, while also highlighting the
distinctions that led to the development of Christianity as a distinct religion. This article explores
the various ways the New Testament writers employed the Old Testament, the methods they used,
and the significance of their scriptural references.

Overview of the Relationship Between the Old and New
Testaments

The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, comprises writings sacred to Judaism,
including laws, history, poetry, and prophecy. The New Testament, on the other hand, focuses on
the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, along with the early Christian
community. The relationship between these two parts of Scripture is intricate, with the New
Testament frequently referencing, quoting, and reinterpreting Old Testament texts. Many scholars
see the New Testament as fulfilling the promises and prophecies found in the Old Testament. This
perspective is central to Christian theology, which views Jesus as the Messiah foretold by Jewish
prophets. The use of Old Testament scriptures by New Testament authors thus serves both as a
theological foundation and as a means of establishing authority for their message.

Methods of Using the Old Testament in the New
Testament

The New Testament writers employed various methods to incorporate Old Testament scriptures
into their writings. These methods can be broadly categorized as follows:

Quoting and Direct Citation

One of the most straightforward ways the New Testament uses the Old Testament is through direct
quotations. For example, Matthew’s Gospel contains numerous quotations from the Hebrew
scriptures to demonstrate that Jesus’s life fulfilled Old Testament prophecy.



Allusion and Echo

Beyond direct quotes, the New Testament authors often alluded to Old Testament themes, stories,
or phrases, expecting their readers to recognize the references and understand the deeper
significance.

Typology

Typology involves interpreting events, persons, or institutions in the Old Testament as
foreshadowing or prefiguring New Testament realities. For instance, Adam is seen as a "type" of
Christ, foreshadowing Jesus's role in salvation.

Reinterpretation and Reapplication

Some passages are reinterpreted in the context of Jesus’s life and mission, transforming their
original meaning into a new Christian significance.

Major Themes of Old Testament Use in the New
Testament

The New Testament employs Old Testament scriptures to support various theological themes.
These include messianic prophecy, Jesus’s divine identity, the establishment of the new covenant,
and the fulfillment of God's promises.

Prophecy and Messianic Expectations

A key aspect of New Testament use of the Old Testament is to demonstrate that Jesus fulfills
messianic prophecies. For example:

Isaiah 7:14 – The prophecy of the virgin birth (Matthew 1:22-23).1.
Micah 5:2 – The birthplace of the Messiah in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:5-6).2.
Isaiah 53 – The suffering servant passages, interpreted as referring to Jesus’s suffering and3.
death (Acts 8:32-35).

Jesus as the Fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets

Jesus himself states in Matthew 5:17 that he came not to abolish the Law and the Prophets but to
fulfill them. The New Testament authors reinforce this idea by showing how Jesus embodies and
completes Old Testament expectations.

The Establishment of the New Covenant

Several passages in the Old Testament foreshadow the new covenant, which Jesus institutes during
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the Last Supper. For example:

Jeremiah 31:31-34 – The promise of a new covenant (Hebrews 8:8-13).1.
Ezekiel 36:26-27 – The promise of spiritual renewal (Romans 11:26-27).2.

Key Scriptural Examples of Old Testament Use in the New
Testament

Understanding specific examples helps clarify how the New Testament authors used Old Testament
texts.

Matthew’s Gospel

Matthew presents Jesus’s life as a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. Notable examples
include:

Matthew 1:22-23 – Quoting Isaiah 7:14 to affirm the virgin birth.1.
Matthew 2:5-6 – Referencing Micah 5:2 to identify Bethlehem as Jesus’s birthplace.2.
Matthew 4:14-16 – Citing Isaiah 9:1-2 to describe Jesus’s ministry in Galilee.3.

Paul’s Letters

Paul frequently references Old Testament scriptures to validate doctrines:

Romans 4:3 – Quoting Genesis 15:6 to explain justification by faith.1.
Galatians 3:8 – Referencing Genesis 12:3 to emphasize that the gospel was preached to2.
Abraham.
2 Corinthians 1:20 – Affirming that "all the promises of God are yes in Christ" (quoting various3.
Old Testament promises).

Hebrews’ Theological Reflection

The Book of Hebrews extensively interprets Old Testament priesthood, tabernacle, and sacrificial
systems as prefiguring Christ:

Hebrews 4:14-16 – Jesus as the high priest in the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110).1.
Hebrews 9:11-12 – The tabernacle as a symbol of heavenly realities fulfilled in Jesus’s sacrifice.2.

Challenges and Variations in Old Testament Use

While the New Testament authors often treat Old Testament texts as prophetic and fulfilled, their
use was not always straightforward or uniform.



Different Interpretative Approaches

Some authors emphasized literal fulfillment, while others employed allegorical or typological
methods. For example:

Literal fulfillment: The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem fulfills Micah’s prophecy.1.
Typological interpretation: Adam as a "type" of Christ, representing a broader theological motif.2.

Contextual and Theological Considerations

The New Testament writers sometimes reinterpreted Old Testament passages to fit their
theological framework, which could differ from traditional Jewish understandings.

Impact of the Old Testament Use on Christian Theology

The way the New Testament authors used the Old Testament has profoundly shaped Christian
doctrine:

Christology – Affirming Jesus’s divine identity and messianic role.1.
Soteriology – Emphasizing salvation through Jesus’s death and resurrection as the fulfillment of2.
divine promises.
Ecclesiology – Understanding the church as the continuation or fulfillment of Israel.3.

Furthermore, the use of Old Testament scriptures has influenced Christian liturgy, art, and
interpretation throughout history.

Conclusion

The New Testament use of the Old Testament is a central aspect of biblical theology that
demonstrates continuity, fulfillment, and reinterpretation. It reflects the early Christian
understanding that Jesus is the culmination of God's promises to Israel and the world. Recognizing
the methods and themes of Old Testament usage enriches our comprehension of both biblical texts
and the theological foundations of Christianity. As scholars and believers continue to explore these
connections, the dynamic relationship between the Old and New Testaments remains a vital area
of biblical study and faith reflection.

New Testament Use of the Old Testament The relationship between the New Testament and
the Old Testament is a cornerstone of Christian theological understanding and biblical
interpretation. The New Testament writers frequently draw upon Old Testament texts, weaving
them into their narratives, teachings, and prophecies to establish continuity between the Jewish
scriptures and the emerging Christian faith. This interconnectedness underscores the belief that
Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection fulfill the promises and prophecies made in the Hebrew
Bible. Analyzing how the New Testament employs Old Testament references reveals insights into
its theological aims, interpretive methods, and the ways early Christians understood their
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scriptures.

Introduction: The Foundations of Biblical Intertextuality

The New Testament’s engagement with the Old Testament is not merely a matter of quoting
scripture but involves complex interpretive strategies that shape Christian doctrine. The Hebrew
Bible served as the sacred foundation for early Christians, who saw their faith as a continuation and
fulfillment of God's covenant with Israel. The New Testament authors frequently interpret their
Hebrew scriptures through a Christocentric lens, emphasizing themes of messianic prophecy,
divine promise, and covenant fulfillment. This intertextual relationship is vital for understanding
Christian theology, biblical authority, and the development of the early Christian community's
identity.

Types of Old Testament Usage in the New Testament

The New Testament employs the Old Testament in several distinct ways, each serving different
rhetorical, theological, and interpretive purposes.

1. Quotation

Direct quotations are perhaps the most straightforward way the New Testament uses the Old
Testament. Writers cite specific verses, often with slight variations, to support their arguments or
to highlight theological points.

2. Allusion

Allusions are more subtle references that do not directly quote Scripture but evoke familiar
passages or themes, prompting readers to make connections.

3. Typology

Typology involves interpreting events, persons, or institutions in the Old Testament as
foreshadowing or prefiguring New Testament realities. For example, Adam is viewed as a "type" of
Christ, representing a prefigurement.

4. Thematic Use

Themes such as covenant, exile, kingship, and sacrifice recur throughout the New Testament, often
drawing on Old Testament narratives and ideas to deepen understanding.



Major Thematic and Theological Uses of the Old
Testament

The New Testament’s use of the Old Testament is motivated by several core theological aims,
which can be categorized thematically.

1. Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecy

One of the most prominent uses is demonstrating that Jesus fulfills Old Testament messianic
prophecies. Writers like Matthew, in particular, emphasize this point. - Matthew’s Use of Prophecy:
Matthew’s Gospel begins with a genealogy linking Jesus to David and Abraham, framing Him as the
fulfillment of messianic expectations. Matthew references passages such as Isaiah 7:14 ("Behold, a
virgin shall conceive...") and Micah 5:2 ("From you, Bethlehem...") to demonstrate Jesus’ messianic
identity. - Prophecies Cited: The New Testament cites over 60 Old Testament passages, many in
relation to Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection, asserting that these events are the
realization of divine promises.

2. Establishing Jesus as the Divine Messiah

The Old Testament provides the scriptural foundation for articulating Jesus’ divine authority and
status as the Messiah. - Psalm 2 and Acts 13: Peter, in Acts 13, references Psalm 2 to affirm Jesus’
kingship. - Isaiah 53: Used to describe the suffering servant, this chapter underscores Jesus'
atoning death, framing it as part of God's divine plan.

3. Demonstrating Continuity and Covenant Fulfillment

Early Christians saw themselves as inheritors of God's covenant with Israel, now expanded through
Christ. - Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants: The New Testament interprets Jesus as the fulfillment
of promises made to Abraham and David, emphasizing themes of blessing and kingship. - The New
Covenant: Jeremiah 31:31-34 is quoted in Hebrews 8:8-12 to describe the new covenant mediated
through Jesus.

4. Affirming Jesus’ Identity Through Typology

Typology offers a theological bridge, interpreting Old Testament figures and events as
prefigurations of Christ. - Adam as a Type of Christ: Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15 compare Adam
and Christ, emphasizing Christ’s role in reversing the effects of sin. - The Passover Lamb: John 1:29
refers to Jesus as the "Lamb of God," linking Him to the Passover lamb in Exodus.

5. Rhetorical and Polemical Strategies

The New Testament also employs Old Testament references polemically, engaging with Jewish
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religious leaders and critics. - Challenging Authority: Jesus’ claims and teachings often invoke Old
Testament passages to assert divine authority, such as quoting Hosea 6:6 ("I desire mercy, not
sacrifice") during conflicts with Pharisees. - Reinterpretation of Laws: Jesus reinterprets certain
Mosaic laws, citing Deuteronomy and other texts to emphasize spirit over letter.

Notable Examples of Old Testament Use in Key New
Testament Books

Different books of the New Testament showcase varying degrees and methods of Old Testament
use.

1. The Gospel of Matthew

Matthew’s Gospel is perhaps the most explicitly rooted in Old Testament references. It employs the
phrase "fulfills what was spoken by the prophet" repeatedly, highlighting Jesus’ messianic
credentials. - Genealogy and Birth Narrative: Emphasizes fulfillment of prophecies concerning the
Messiah’s lineage and birthplace. - Flight to Egypt and Return: References Hosea 11:1 ("Out of
Egypt I called my son") to interpret events in Jesus’ early life.

2. The Gospel of John

John’s Gospel employs Old Testament themes and allusions more subtly but profoundly. - Cosmic
Logos: Connects Jesus to the divine Word (Logos) hinted at in Genesis 1 and Proverbs 8. - Jewish
Festivals and Symbols: Uses Passover, Tabernacles, and other festivals to reveal Jesus’ identity.

3. Paul’s Epistles

Paul’s writings are rich with Old Testament quotations and typological interpretations. - Romans:
Uses Adam and Abraham to explain sin and faith. - Galatians: Emphasizes the law and promise,
citing Genesis and the Law of Moses. - Hebrews: A detailed typological argument positioning Jesus
as the ultimate high priest and sacrifice, referencing Leviticus and Psalms.

Interpretive Strategies and Challenges

Understanding the New Testament’s use of the Old Testament involves appreciating the
interpretive strategies, which include:

1. Christocentric Hermeneutic

Early Christians read the Hebrew scriptures through the lens of Christ’s life and mission, often
seeing Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of biblical promises.



2. Typology and Allegory

This method involves reading Old Testament figures and events as prefigurations of Christ,
sometimes extending beyond the plain meaning to spiritual or theological allegories.

3. Contextual and Cultural Sensitivity

New Testament writers adapted Old Testament texts to their contemporary context, sometimes
reinterpreting or emphasizing different aspects to support their message.

4. Challenges in Interpretation

- Textual Variations: Variations in Old Testament manuscripts can affect quotations. - Different
Contexts: The original audience’s understanding differed from modern readers, complicating
interpretation. - Hermeneutical Differences: Jewish and Christian interpretive traditions sometimes
diverged, especially concerning messianic expectations.

Impact of Old Testament Usage on Christian Theology

The way the New Testament uses the Old Testament profoundly influences Christian doctrines: -
Christology: Affirming Jesus’ divine identity and messianic role. - Soteriology: Framing salvation
history as a divine plan fulfilled through Christ. - Ecclesiology: Understanding the church as the
continuation of God's covenant community. - Eschatology: Interpreting prophetic texts about the
end times and the establishment of God's kingdom.

Conclusion: The Dynamic Relationship Between Two
Testaments

The New Testament’s use of the Old Testament is a testament to the dynamic and layered
relationship between these sacred texts. It reflects a interpretive tradition that seeks to see Jesus
Christ as the fulcrum of divine revelation, fulfilling and transforming the promises of the Hebrew
Bible. This engagement shapes Christian theology, liturgy, and biblical understanding, creating a
narrative that links the past with the present and anticipates the future. Recognizing the methods
and motivations behind these textual connections enriches our appreciation of biblical literature
and its enduring significance for faith and scholarship alike.

Questions & Answers About new testament use of the old
testament

No Question Answer
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1 How does the New Testament
use the Old Testament to
establish Jesus as the Messiah?

The New Testament cites Old Testament prophecies and
texts, such as Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, to demonstrate
that Jesus fulfills messianic expectations, thereby
establishing his identity as the promised Savior.

2 In what ways do New Testament
authors interpret Old Testament
laws?

New Testament writers often reinterpret Old Testament
laws, emphasizing their spiritual and moral principles
rather than literal legal requirements, as seen in Jesus'
teachings on the Law in Matthew 5.

3 How are Old Testament
covenants referenced in the
New Testament?

The New Testament discusses the fulfillment of Old
Testament covenants, like the Abrahamic and Mosaic
covenants, highlighting Jesus as the mediator of the new
covenant established through his death and resurrection.

4 What are some examples of Old
Testament typology used in the
New Testament?

Typology appears in figures like Adam representing
humanity, Moses as a deliverer, and Jonah's three days in
the belly symbolizing Jesus' death and resurrection,
illustrating how events prefigure New Testament truths.

5 Why does the New Testament
quote the Old Testament so
frequently?

Frequent quotations serve to demonstrate continuity
between the Testaments, validate Jesus' mission by
linking him to prophecy, and provide authoritative
support for Christian teachings.

6 How does the New Testament
reinterpret the concept of the
Law from the Old Testament?

The New Testament emphasizes the Law's moral and
spiritual essence, focusing on love and inner
righteousness, as seen in Jesus’ teachings, rather than
strict adherence to external rules.

7 In what ways does the New
Testament portray the Old
Testament as fulfilled through
Jesus Christ?

The New Testament presents Jesus as the fulfillment of
Old Testament promises, prophecies, and typologies,
portraying him as the ultimate realization of God's plan
revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures.

8 What role does the Old
Testament play in shaping New
Testament theology?

The Old Testament provides the foundational narratives,
themes, and prophecies that inform New Testament
theology, illustrating God's ongoing plan for salvation
history through Jesus Christ.

Old Testament references, New Testament quotations, biblical prophecy fulfillment, Scripture
intertextuality, biblical typology, covenant symbolism, messianic prophecies, biblical allusions,
canonical interpretation, theological continuity
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