Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 Manual

Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 Manual is a classic vehicle that continues to attract automotive enthusiasts and
practical drivers alike. Known for its reliability, sporty design, and ease of maintenance, the 1998 Mitsubishi
Lancer in manual transmission offers a driving experience that appeals to those who prefer control and
engagement behind the wheel. In this comprehensive guide, we'll delve into the key features, specifications,
maintenance tips, and reasons why the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer with a manual gearbox remains a popular
choice among used car buyers.

Overview of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer is part of the sixth generation of Lancer models, produced from 1995 to 2000.
Recognized for its compact size, sporty appearance, and affordability, the 1998 model year stands out for its
robust build and versatile engine options.

Design and Body Styles

The 1998 Lancer features a sleek, aerodynamic body with a sporty stance. It was primarily available as a four-
door sedan, though some markets also offered a five-door hatchback. Its compact dimensions make it ideal for
city driving and parking in tight spaces.

Engine Options

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer came with a variety of engine choices, depending on the market:
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4G15 1.5L SOHC 14

4G18 1.8L SOHC 14

4G93 1.8L DOHC I4 (more performance-oriented)
1.6L Turbocharged variants in some markets

ol

The manual transmission versions often paired with the 4G93 1.8L DOHC engine, providing a spirited driving
experience.

Advantages of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer Manual Transmission

Choosing the manual version of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer offers several benefits:

Enhanced driver control and engagement

Potentially better fuel economy compared to automatic counterparts
Lower initial purchase price in the used car market

Greater availability of parts and easier maintenance

Sportier driving experience, especially in performance trims like the GT
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Technical Specifications of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer (Manual)
Understanding the technical details helps in assessing the vehicle's performance and maintenance needs.

Engine and Performance

1. Engine Type: 4G93 1.8L DOHC 14
2. Maximum Power: approximately 140 horsepower at 6,000 rpm



3. Maximum Torque: around 122 |b-ft at 4,500 rpm
4. Transmission: 5-speed manual gearbox
5. Drive Type: Front-wheel drive (FWD)

Fuel Efficiency

The 1998 manual Lancer is known for its respectable fuel economy:

1. City: approximately 22-24 mpg (miles per gallon)
2. Highway: approximately 30-32 mpg
3. Combined: around 26-28 mpg

Dimensions and Weight

Length: about 4,340 mm (170.9 inches)
Width: approximately 1,695 mm (66.7 inches)
Height: around 1,385 mm (54.5 inches)
Wheelbase: 2,495 mm (98.2 inches)

Weight: approximately 1,050 kg (2,315 Ibs)
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Maintenance Tips for the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer Manual

Maintaining your 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer ensures longevity, safety, and optimal performance. Here are essential

maintenance tips:
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Regular Oil Changes

- Use the recommended oil grade (typically 10W-30 or 10W-40 for this age). - Change oil every 3,000 to 5,000
miles or as advised by the manufacturer.

Transmission Care

- Check and replace the manual transmission fluid every 30,000 miles. - Pay attention to clutch wear; signs
include slipping or difficulty shifting.

Cooling System Maintenance

- Regularly inspect coolant levels. - Flush radiator and replace coolant every 2 years to prevent overheating.

Brake System Checks

- Inspect brake pads and rotors periodically. - Replace brake fluid every 2 years to maintain braking efficiency.

Suspension and Tires

- Rotate tires every 5,000 to 7,000 miles. - Monitor suspension components for wear, especially in older models.

Electrical System

- Check battery health and terminals. - Replace worn-out spark plugs and ignition components.



Common Issues and Troubleshooting
While the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer is known for its durability, some common issues may arise over time:

Clutch Wear

- Symptoms: Slipping clutch, difficulty in gear engagement. - Solution: Clutch replacement or repair.

Electrical Problems

- Symptoms: Faulty lights, starter issues. - Solution: Inspect wiring, replace faulty fuses or switches.

Cooling System Leaks

- Symptoms: Overheating, coolant loss. - Solution: Check hoses, radiator, and replace gaskets as necessary.

Suspension Noise

- Symptoms: Knocking or squeaking sounds. - Solution: Replace worn suspension bushings and shocks.

Performance and Driving Experience

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual provides an engaging driving experience, especially in the sporty GT trims.
The manual transmission allows for precise control over gear shifts, making it ideal for enthusiasts who enjoy
spirited driving. The responsive engine, coupled with lightweight handling, makes it suitable for city commuting
and weekend fun.
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Handling and Suspension

The suspension setup offers good stability and cornering ability, especially with properly maintained
components. The compact size contributes to nimble maneuvering.

Fuel Economy and Efficiency

Manual transmissions often provide better fuel efficiency compared to automatic versions, making the Lancer
an economical choice for daily use.

Buying a Used 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer Manual

When considering purchasing a used 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer with a manual transmission, keep the following in
mind:

Inspect the clutch for wear and smooth operation.

Check for rust, especially in the wheel wells and undercarriage.
Test drive to assess shifting, braking, and overall handling.
Review maintenance records for timely service history.
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Verify the condition of tires and suspension components.

Conclusion

The Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 manual remains a compelling choice for drivers seeking a reliable, engaging,
and affordable vehicle. Its combination of sporty design, manageable size, and manual transmission offers a
driving experience that many modern cars can't match. Proper maintenance and attentive care can keep this



classic compact sedan running smoothly for years to come. Whether as a daily commuter, a project car for
enthusiasts, or a nostalgic throwback to the late 90s, the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual holds its place as a
timeless model worth considering.

Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 Manual: An In-Depth Review of a Classic Compact Sedan The Mitsubishi Lancer 1998
manual stands as a notable example of late 20th-century Japanese engineering, blending performance,
reliability, and affordability. For enthusiasts and everyday drivers alike, this model offers a compelling package
that has aged gracefully over the decades. In this comprehensive review, we’ll delve into every aspect of the
1998 Mitsubishi Lancer with a manual transmission—from its design and performance to its maintenance and
driving experience—helping you understand whether this classic deserves a spot in your garage or collection.

Overview of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer was part of the sixth generation of the model lineup, introduced in 1995 and
produced until 2000. Known for its sporty demeanor and practical appeal, the 1998 version particularly caters
to driving enthusiasts seeking a manual transmission experience. It was available in various trims and engine
options, but the focus here will primarily be on the base models equipped with a 5-speed manual gearbox. Key
Highlights: - Compact size with a sporty edge - Well-balanced chassis for spirited driving - Robust manual
transmission option - Affordable maintenance and parts - Classic design that remains appealing

Design and Exterior

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer exhibits a design that balances functional simplicity with a sporty aesthetic. Its
compact dimensions make it ideal for city driving and tight parking spaces. Exterior Dimensions: - Length:
approximately 4,210 mm (165.7 inches) - Width: around 1,695 mm (66.7 inches) - Height: about 1,385 mm
(54.5 inches) - Wheelbase: 2,445 mm (96.3 inches) Design Features: - Sharp, angular lines typical of late 90s
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Japanese sedans - Compact front grille with Mitsubishi emblem - Rectangular headlights providing good
illumination - Subtle rear spoiler on higher trims - Alloy or steel wheels depending on the trim - Durable body
panels designed to withstand daily wear The exterior styling, while not revolutionary, maintains a timeless
appeal that many owners appreciate for its understated sporty look.

Interior and Cabin Comfort

The interior of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer is designed with practicality and driver-oriented ergonomics in mind.
While it may lack the modern luxury features, it compensates with straightforward controls and comfortable
seating. Seating and Space: - Seating capacity: 4-5 passengers - Cloth upholstery standard; some trims offer
upgraded materials - Front seats are generally supportive with manual adjustments - Rear seats suitable for
short to medium trips; legroom is adequate for the class Dashboard and Controls: - Simple, functional
dashboard layout - Analog speedometer, tachometer, fuel, and temperature gauges - Basic audio system;
cassette or CD players depending on trim - Manual climate control system for temperature regulation Storage
and Practical Features: - Glove box, door pockets, center console storage - Cup holders and small
compartments for essentials Overall, the cabin offers a no-frills environment that emphasizes driver
engagement rather than luxury, aligning perfectly with the manual transmission variant's sporty appeal.

Engine Options and Performance

The 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer was available with several engine options, but the most popular among enthusiasts
was the 1.6L or 1.8L four-cylinder engines paired with a 5-speed manual gearbox. Common Engine Choices: -
4G93 1.6L SOHC 14 (carbureted or fuel-injected) - 4G93G 1.6L DOHC 14 (more performance-oriented) - 4G92
1.8L SOHC 14 (found in higher trims) Performance Metrics: - Power output ranges from approximately 105 to
140 horsepower depending on engine and trim - Torque varies from 100 to 125 Ib-ft - 5-speed manual



transmission provides engaging driving dynamics and close gear ratios for spirited driving Driving Dynamics: -
Lightweight chassis enhances agility - Precise manual gearbox allows for full control over power delivery -
Front-wheel drive layout ensures predictable handling - Suspension setup includes MacPherson struts in the
front and a multi-link setup in the rear, balancing comfort and responsiveness Owners often praise the manual
version for its lively throttle response and crisp shifting, making it a favorite among driving purists.

Handling and Ride Quality

The Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 manual is renowned for its nimble handling, especially when equipped with sportier
trims or upgraded suspension components. Handling Characteristics: - Sharp steering feedback with a
reasonably tight turning radius - Good grip levels for a vehicle of this class - Responsive chassis that
encourages confident cornering - Limited body roll thanks to suspension geometry Ride Comfort: - Suspension
tuning favors sporty driving, which may result in a slightly firm ride on rough surfaces - Adequate noise
insulation, though some road and engine noise can be noticeable at higher speeds - Overall, a balanced
compromise between comfort and sportiness This model's handling prowess makes it an enjoyable daily driver
and a capable platform for amateur autocross or spirited drives.

Fuel Efficiency and Economy

Given its age, the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual offers respectable fuel economy figures, especially
considering its performance potential. Estimated Fuel Consumption (Approximate): - City: 18-22 miles per
gallon (mpg) - Highway: 25-30 mpg - Combined: 21-25 mpg Factors Affecting Fuel Economy: - Maintenance
condition of the engine and transmission - Driving style; aggressive driving can reduce efficiency - Modifications
and aftermarket parts Owners who maintain their vehicles regularly and adopt smooth driving habits can
maximize fuel savings, making the Lancer a cost-effective option for daily commuting.
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Maintenance, Reliability, and Common Issues

One of the standout qualities of the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer is its reputation for durability and ease of
maintenance. Key Maintenance Points: - Regular oil changes and fluid checks - Timing belt replacement every
60,000 to 100,000 miles - Inspection and replacement of spark plugs and filters - Brake system maintenance,
including pads and rotors - Suspension components check for wear Common Issues Reported: - Cooling system
leaks or radiator corrosion - Worn out clutch components in manual variants - Electrical issues with power
windows or lighting - Rust spots, especially in regions with salted roads - Sensor or ignition system problems in
older units Reliability Tips: - Consistent maintenance history - Use of quality replacement parts - Careful driving
to avoid undue stress on the drivetrain With proper upkeep, many 1998 Lancer manuals continue to run reliably
well beyond their mileage milestones.

Ownership Experience and Community Support

Owners of the Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 manual often speak highly of its engaging driving experience and
straightforward mechanics. Its popularity in the tuner and enthusiast communities means a wealth of
aftermarket parts, upgrade options, and shared knowledge are available. Community and Resources: - Online
forums dedicated to vintage Lancer models - Reputable sources for OEM parts and aftermarket upgrades - DIY
repair guides and videos - Enthusiast clubs and local meetups Many owners appreciate the car’s simplicity,
making it easier to repair and modify compared to more complex modern vehicles.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: - Engaging manual transmission with precise shifts - Lightweight and agile chassis - Affordable
maintenance and parts - Classic design with timeless appeal - Good reliability when properly maintained -



Active enthusiast community Cons: - Basic interior features compared to modern standards - Limited safety
features (airbags, ABS) in some trims - Fuel economy not as high as modern equivalents - Rust susceptibility in
certain climates - Resale value can be modest due to age and market trends

Final Verdict: Is the Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 Manual Worth
Considering?

The Mitsubishi Lancer 1998 manual remains a compelling choice for driving purists, vintage Japanese car
enthusiasts, and budget-conscious buyers looking for a reliable, fun-to-drive compact sedan. Its straightforward
mechanics, engaging manual gearbox, and balanced handling make it a joy to own and operate. While it may
lack the modern amenities and safety features of newer vehicles, its classic appeal, ease of maintenance, and
strong community support make it a worthwhile investment for those who appreciate vintage cars with
character. Whether as a daily driver or a project car for modifications, the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual
continues to hold its place as a beloved model in the compact sedan segment. In conclusion, if you're seeking a
classic, reliable, and engaging vehicle that offers a true manual driving experience, the Mitsubishi Lancer 1998
manual is undoubtedly worth considering. Its enduring legacy proves that well-maintained examples can still
provide driving enjoyment and dependable service decades after their initial release.

Questions & Answers About mitsubishi lancer 1998 manual

No Question Answer

1 What are common issues to look out | Common issues include clutch wear, transmission fluid leaks, and
for in a 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer worn synchronizers. Regular maintenance and timely repairs can
manual transmission? help keep the manual transmission functioning smoothly.
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How do | perform a clutch
adjustment on a 1998 Mitsubishi
Lancer manual?

Locate the clutch cable and adjust it by turning the adjustment
nut or screw to achieve proper pedal free play, typically around
1-2 inches. Consult the vehicle's manual for specific procedures
and specifications.

What transmission fluid should | use
for a 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual?

Use a high-quality gear oil such as 75W-90 GL-4 or GL-5, as
recommended in the owner's manual. Always check the
manufacturer's specifications to ensure compatibility.

Is it worth restoring a 1998
Mitsubishi Lancer with a manual
transmission?

If the vehicle is in good condition and the transmission is
functioning properly, restoring a 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer can be
worthwhile, especially for enthusiasts. However, consider the
overall condition and repair costs before investing.

How can | improve the shifting
performance on my 1998 Mitsubishi
Lancer manual?

Ensure the clutch is properly adjusted, replace worn transmission
fluid, and inspect the linkage and cables for wear or damage.
Upgrading to high-quality shifter bushings can also improve shift
feel.

What are the recommended
maintenance intervals for the
transmission in a 1998 Mitsubishi
Lancer manual?

Regularly check and change the transmission fluid every 30,000
to 60,000 miles, and inspect the clutch and linkage during
routine maintenance to ensure smooth operation.

Are parts for the 1998 Mitsubishi
Lancer manual transmission still
available?

Many parts for the 1998 Mitsubishi Lancer manual transmission
are still available through aftermarket suppliers, salvage yards,
and Mitsubishi specialty stores. It's advisable to source parts
from reputable vendors to ensure quality.

Mitsubishi Lancer 1998, Lancer manual transmission, 1998 Lancer specs, Lancer 1998 parts, Mitsubishi Lancer
repair manual, 1998 Lancer maintenance, Lancer 1998 engine, Mitsubishi Lancer accessories, Lancer 1998
reviews, Mitsubishi Lancer history
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