Longman Dictionary Of
Contemporary English

Introduction to the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (LDOCE) is one of the most authoritative
and widely used English language dictionaries, especially popular among learners, teachers,
and linguists. Its comprehensive coverage of contemporary vocabulary, clear definitions, and
focus on real-world usage make it an indispensable resource for mastering modern English.
Since its inception, LDOCE has been renowned for its user-friendly format, detailed
explanations, and emphasis on current language trends, which help users understand not only
the meaning of words but also their practical application in everyday communication.

History and Development of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English

Origins and Evolution

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English was first published in 1978 by Longman, a
publishing company specializing in educational and reference materials. Its creation was
driven by the need for a dictionary that reflected the evolving nature of the English language,
particularly in the context of global communication and technological advancement. Over the
decades, the dictionary has undergone multiple editions, each improving on its predecessor by
incorporating new vocabulary, updating definitions, and enhancing usability features. The
latest editions leverage digital technology, making LDOCE accessible online and through
mobile applications.

Key Milestones

1978: First edition launched, focusing on contemporary usage.

1987: Introduction of corpus-based data for more accurate definitions.
1995: Launch of the CD-ROM version, expanding accessibility.

2003: Release of the online version with interactive features.
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2018: Integration of new vocabulary reflecting global changes and digital communication.

Features and Structure of the Longman Dictionary of
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Contemporary English

Core Features

The LDOCE is distinguished by several key features designed to aid learners and users in
understanding and applying English effectively:

1. Clear, Concise Definitions: Definitions are written in simple language, avoiding
unnecessary complexity.

2. Focus on Usage: Examples from real-life contexts illustrate how words are used naturally.

3. Frequency Information: The most common words and their usages are highlighted to
prioritize learning essential vocabulary.

4. Collocations and Phrases: Common word combinations help users learn natural speech
patterns.

5. Pronunciation Guides: Both British and American pronunciations are provided using
phonetic symbols and audio recordings.

6. Thesaurus Entries: Synonyms and antonyms are included to expand vocabulary and
understanding.

Dictionary Structure
The dictionary's layout is designed for ease of navigation:

Headword: The main entry, presented in bold, indicating the word being defined.
Part of Speech: Indicates whether the word is a noun, verb, adjective, etc.
Pronunciation: Phonetic spelling with audio links.

Definitions: Multiple senses of the word are numbered and explained clearly.
Examples: Sentences demonstrating the word in context.

Related Words and Collocations: Additional useful language information.
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Uses and Benefits of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English

For Language Learners
LDOCE is especially valuable for learners of English due to its learner-friendly approach:

Provides simple, easy-to-understand definitions tailored for non-native speakers.
Includes abundant example sentences that demonstrate real-world usage.
Highlights common and essential vocabulary, aiding in prioritizing learning efforts.
Offers pronunciation guides and audio to improve spoken language skills.
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Features exercises and study aids in digital formats for self-study.



For Teachers and Educators
Educators utilize LDOCE as an effective teaching resource:

1. Helps in designing curriculum content focused on contemporary language usage.
2. Serves as a reliable reference for language explanations and clarifications.

3. Supports vocabulary development with collocations and usage notes.

4. Provides authentic examples that can be used in classroom activities.

For Writers and Professionals

Writers, editors, and professionals benefit from the dictionary’s detailed and up-to-date
language information:

1. Ensures correct and current word usage.
2. Assists in finding appropriate synonyms and phrases.
3. Provides pronunciation and grammatical information for precise communication.

Digital and Online Versions of the Longman Dictionary
of Contemporary English

Advantages of Digital Access
The transition to digital platforms has expanded LDOCE’s reach and functionality:

Searchability and quick access to definitions.

Audio pronunciation features for both British and American accents.
Interactive exercises and quizzes for active learning.

Regular updates reflecting current language trends and new vocabulary.
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Integration with language learning apps and online courses.

Special Features in the Online Version
The online LDOCE offers several user-centric features:

Personalized word lists and flashcards.

Progress tracking and learning analytics.

Cross-referencing between related words and themes.

Multimedia content, including videos and pronunciation recordings.
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Access to corpus data showing actual language usage.

Impact and Significance of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English
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Influence on Language Learning and Teaching
LDOCE has played a pivotal role in shaping modern English education:

1. Provides a standardized resource for learners worldwide.

2. Supports the development of accurate pronunciation and usage skills.

3. Encourages understanding of contemporary idioms, slang, and technology-related
vocabulary.

4. Influences curriculum design and testing materials.

Contribution to Lexicography and Language Research

The dictionary’s corpus-based approach and continuous updates contribute significantly to
linguistic research:

1. Offers a rich database of authentic language data.
2. Tracks language change and emerging trends.
3. Assists in the development of other language resources and tools.

Conclusion

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English remains a cornerstone in the realm of
English language reference materials. Its combination of user-friendly design, comprehensive
coverage of modern vocabulary, and technological integration ensures that it continues to
serve as an essential aid for learners, educators, and professionals alike. As language
continues to evolve rapidly, LDOCE’s commitment to reflecting current usage and providing
accessible, authoritative information guarantees its relevance and usefulness well into the
future. Whether in print or digital form, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
stands out as a reliable guide to understanding and mastering the dynamically changing
landscape of the English language.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English: An In-Depth Review The Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English (LDCE) stands as a cornerstone in the realm of English language
reference tools. Renowned for its clarity, user-centered design, and comprehensive coverage,
it has become a favorite among students, teachers, writers, and language enthusiasts
worldwide. This review delves into every facet of the dictionary, examining its features,
usability, content quality, and how it compares to other lexical resources.

Introduction to Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English was first published in 1978 by Longman, a
publishing company with a long-standing reputation for educational materials. Over the
decades, it has evolved through multiple editions, integrating technological advances and
pedagogical insights to cater to modern language learners. Its primary aim is to present
contemporary English vocabulary with clear definitions, real-world usage, and learner-friendly



explanations.

Design and User Interface

Physical and Digital Formats

- Print Version: The latest print editions maintain a clean, accessible layout, with a large
typeface and well-organized entries for easy navigation. - Digital Platforms: Available as an
online resource, mobile app, and integrated into various language learning platforms. The
digital versions offer search functionality, audio pronunciations, and interactive exercises.

Navigation & Accessibility

- The dictionary’s interface emphasizes simplicity, with intuitive menus and quick search
options. - Entries are organized alphabetically with clear headings, making it easy to locate
definitions. - The online version includes hyperlinked cross-references, synonyms, and example
sentences that enhance the learning experience. - Features such as filters (e.g., by part of
speech, frequency, or user level) improve accessibility for different learner needs.

Content Quality & Lexical Coverage

Vocabulary Selection

- The LDCE concentrates on contemporary language, including slang, idioms, and new words
emerging in modern contexts. - It covers approximately 230,000 words and phrases, making it
one of the most comprehensive learner dictionaries. - The selection balances common
vocabulary with less frequent but useful words, supporting both everyday communication and
academic pursuits.

Definitions & Explanations

- Definitions are concise, clear, and written in simple language suitable for learners at various
levels. - They avoid overly technical jargon, instead opting for straightforward explanations. -
The dictionary employs the Longman Defining Vocabulary, a controlled set of around 2,000
words, ensuring that definitions are understandable to intermediate and advanced learners
alike.

Real-World Usage & Contextual Examples

- Each entry includes multiple example sentences derived from authentic sources like
newspapers, magazines, and spoken language. - These examples illustrate how words are used
in natural contexts, aiding comprehension and retention. - The use of contemporary, colloquial,
and formal examples makes the dictionary relevant for various communication settings.
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Special Features & Functionalities

Pronunciation Guides

- The dictionary provides phonetic transcriptions in both British and American English,
catering to a global audience. - Audio pronunciations are available in digital versions, allowing
learners to hear correct pronunciation and intonation.

Thesaurus & Synonyms

- Integrated thesaurus entries help users find alternative words, enriching their vocabulary. -
Synonyms are presented with contextual notes to guide proper usage.

Word Frequency & Usage Notes

- Frequency labels (e.g., 'most common,' 'less common') inform learners about the typicality of
words. - Usage notes highlight common mistakes, collocations, and stylistic considerations.

Grammar & Usage Guidance

- Many entries include grammatical information such as verb forms, prepositions, and typical
collocations. - Usage tips clarify common pitfalls and nuances, supporting accurate language
production.

Additional Resources

- The digital platform offers language exercises, quizzes, and vocabulary building tools. - There
are also sections dedicated to idioms, phrasal verbs, and cultural notes, broadening learners’
linguistic competence.

Learner-Centric Approach

The LDCE is particularly distinguished by its focus on the needs of language learners: -
Simplified Definitions: Designed to be accessible without sacrificing depth. - Progressive
Complexity: Entries are suitable for a wide range of proficiency levels, with some editions
offering graded vocabulary. - Visual Aids: Use of icons and symbols to indicate parts of speech,
frequency, or special usage notes. - Cultural Context: Incorporates idiomatic expressions and
cultural references, vital for understanding idioms and colloquial speech.

Comparison with Other Dictionaries

Versus Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

- Both are highly regarded, but LDCE is often praised for its more straightforward definitions
and focus on contemporary language. - Oxford’s dictionary tends to include more academic
and formal vocabulary, while LDCE emphasizes current usage.



Versus Merriam-Webster’s Learner’s Dictionary

- Merriam-Webster offers a more American-centric lexicon, whereas LDCE provides balanced
coverage of both British and American English. - Merriam-Webster's entries may include more
detailed etymologies, which LDCE tends to omit for clarity.

Versus Collins COBUILD Dictionary

- Collins COBUILD is known for its corpus-based approach, and LDCE shares this emphasis on
real-language examples. - LDCE’s definitions are slightly more concise, making it a preferred
choice for quick reference.

Pros and Cons

Pros

- User-Friendly Design: Intuitive layout and presentation. - Comprehensive Coverage:
Extensive vocabulary, including idioms and slang. - Authentic Examples: Real-world usage
enhances understanding. - Bilingual/Pronunciation Support: British and American
pronunciation guides with audio. - Learner-Oriented: Tailored explanations and usage notes.

Cons

- Cost: Digital subscriptions and print copies can be pricey. - Limited Etymology: Less focus on
word origins compared to other dictionaries. - Update Frequency: Some editions may lag
behind the latest slang or emerging terms. - Depth for Advanced Users: While excellent for
learners, it may lack the depth desired by academic linguists or professional writers.

Suitability & Target Audience

- Language Learners: From beginner to advanced, especially those preparing for exams like
IELTS, TOEFL, or Cambridge exams. - Teachers & Educators: As a teaching aid for vocabulary
and usage. - Writers & Editors: For quick reference and ensuring contemporary correctness. -
Students & Researchers: As a reliable source of current English language usage.

Conclusion & Final Thoughts

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English is undeniably a top-tier resource for anyone
seeking a clear, comprehensive, and learner-friendly English dictionary. Its focus on real-world
language, authentic examples, and user-centric design make it a standout choice in the
crowded field of lexical references. Whether accessed in print or digitally, it offers a versatile
tool that adapts to diverse learning needs and contexts. While it may not satisfy the depth
required for advanced linguistic research, it excels as a practical, accessible, and current
reference for learners and educators alike. Its continuous updates and emphasis on
contemporary usage ensure that users remain connected to the living language. Overall, the
LDCE remains a valuable asset in the toolbox of English language acquisition and mastery. In
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summary, if you're looking for a dictionary that combines clarity, relevance, and usability, the

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English is an excellent investment. Its thoughtful design,

comprehensive content, and learner-focused features make it a dependable companion for

navigating the complexities of modern English.

Questions & Answers About longman dictionary of

contemporary english

Dictionary of Contemporary
English help users understand
new words?

N Question Answer
o

1 | What makes the Longman The Longman Dictionary is renowned for its clear
Dictionary of Contemporary definitions, usage examples, and focus on
English a popular choice for contemporary language, making it especially helpful
learners? for learners to understand real-world usage and

improve their vocabulary effectively.

2 | How does the Longman It emphasizes current language usage with up-to-date
Dictionary of Contemporary vocabulary, includes extensive example sentences, and
English differ from other offers learner-friendly features like pronunciation
English dictionaries? guides and grammar notes, setting it apart from

traditional dictionaries.

3 | Is the Longman Dictionary of Yes, it is specifically designed for learners of English,
Contemporary English suitable | providing simple definitions, clear explanations, and
for non-native speakers? helpful usage tips to support non-native speakers at all

levels.

4 | Are there digital or online Yes, Longman offers online and digital versions,
versions of the Longman including mobile apps and subscription-based
Dictionary of Contemporary platforms, allowing users to access the dictionary
English? conveniently on various devices with additional

features like audio pronunciation and search tools.

5 | What features in the Longman | Features such as example sentences, pronunciation

guides, collocation boxes, and detailed thesaurus
entries help users grasp new words in context and
learn how to use them correctly.

English dictionary, contemporary English, Longman, language reference, vocabulary, lexicon,

language learning, word definitions, English language, lexical resource
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